THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, June 12, 2021 – 5:30 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
OPENING MEDLEY:
“Spirit of the Living God”
Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. (Repeat song)
(“Spirit of the Living God”, copyright 1963 Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, CCLI Lib. #921494)

“Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”

INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
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PLANTING A MOVEMENT:
L:
What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?
C:
It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth.
L:
C:

Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants,
With such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.

L:
C:

For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow,
So the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all
nations.

L:
C:

Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
It remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.

L:
C:

If you have faith as small as a mustard seed,
You can say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it will obey
you.

L:

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the
earth
And making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the
eater,

C:

L:
C:

So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty,
But will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

L:
Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy.
C:
Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow,
ALL: Will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with them.
“Spirit of the Living God” (see above, X1)
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Let’s come into God’s holy presence by confessing our need to be here and our need to be
forgiven by him. Holy God, you plant your seed in human hearts.
C:
But we have often failed to be good soil.
L:
C:

Holy God, you call us to live in mystery, to walk by faith.
Yet we want to control everything. It’s hard to live by faith.

L:
C:

You call us to place our trust in you, to live according to your direction, to walk in Jesus’ ways.
Yet we want life to make sense from a human point of view. It’s hard to live by faith.

L:
C:

You call us to feel the mystery of life, to marvel at the power of your love.
Yet it’s not easy to accept your promise that everything old has passed away. It’s hard
to live by faith.

L:
C:

Forgive us, holy One, for you are God and we are not.
Forgive us for playing god instead of accepting your reign in our lives. In the name of
Jesus, Amen.
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FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE/PSALM OF THE DAY (Psalm 1): “We Shall Not Be Moved”

(“We Shall Not Be Moved” – Paraphrase of Psalm 1, by John Ylvisaker,
OneLicense.Net #A-704112)

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
God, you plant your seed in our hearts. You know what we need. You are the holy,
prophetic sustainer of community. We gather here today as your people, children of the
good news, to hear it again. Assure us of your presence once again, that we may be the
good soil of life and growth, as we gather in the name of our Savior, who is Jesus, the
Christ. Amen.

GREETING TIME
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+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ezekiel 17:22-24
This is what the Sovereign LORD says: “I myself will take a shoot from the very top of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a
tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On the mountain heights of Israel I will
plant it; it will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find
shelter in the shade of its branches. All the trees of the forest will know that I the LORD bring down the tall tree and make
the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: 2 Corinthians 5:1-10
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not
built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, because when we
are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not
wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by
life. Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come. Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body
we are away from the Lord. For we live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from
the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away
from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the
things done while in the body, whether good or bad.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter four.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he
sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces grain—first
the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the
harvest has come.” Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to
describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows and becomes
the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” With many similar parables
Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. He did not say anything to them without using a
parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”
O Christ, who called the Twelve To rise and follow You,
Forsaking old, familiar ways For ventures bold and new:
Grant us to hear Your call To risk security
And, bound in heart and will to You, Find perfect liberty.
O Christ, who taught the Twelve The truth for ages sealed,
Whose words and works awakened faith, The ways of God revealed:
Instruct us now, we pray, By Your empow’ring Word.
True teacher, be for all who seek Their light, their life, their Lord.
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O Christ, who led the Twelve Among the desolate
And broke as bread of life for all Your love compassionate:
Lead us along the ways Where hope has nearly died
And help us climb the lonely hills Where love is crucified.
O Christ, who sent the Twelve On roads they’d never trod
To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim The nearer reign of God:
Send us on ways where faith Transcends timidity,
Where love informs and hope sustains Both life and ministry.
O Christ, th’ apostles’ Lord, The martyrs’ strength and song,
The crucified and risen King to whom the saints belong:
Though generations pass, Our tribute still we bring,
Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, Our lives an offering.
(“O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”, text by Herman G. Stuempfle, copyright 1993 GIA Pub., OneLicense.Net #A-704112)

MESSAGE: “Planting a Movement” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “Carry the Light”
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+ + +
Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
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