THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Saturday, May 8, 2021 – 5:30 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING PRAISE: Psalm 98
“The Strife Is O’er”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The strife is o’er, the battle done; Now is the victor’s triumph won;
Now be the song of praise begun. Alleluia!
The pow’rs of death have done their worst, But Christ their legions has dispersed.
Let shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia!
The three sad days have quickly sped, He rises glorious from the dead.
All glory to our risen head! Alleluia!
He broke the age-bound chains of hell; The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell.
Let hymns of praise his triumph tell. Alleluia!
Lord, by the stripes which wounded you From death’s sting free your servants too
That we may live and sing to you. Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
L:
C:

Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things;
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.

L:
C:

The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel; all the ends of the earth have
seen the salvation of our God.

L:
C:

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music;
Make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of singing,

“Shout to the Lord”
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L:
C:

With trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn— shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.

L:
Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy;
C:
Let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth.
ALL: He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
In our Gospel reading today, we hear Jesus continue His words from last week when He said
that He is the True Vine and we are the branches. There are several ways to look at vines.
Some of us look at vines as tangled messes of wood and fiber, twisted, battered, hopelessly
knotted. Others of us see vines as delightful reminders of the many ways in which we are
connected and interwoven to the main trunk of the plant. Jesus proclaimed "I am the true vine."
The source of our life stems from Jesus. All that we do or say, the directions in which we go, all
reflect our anchor in our true vine. But far too often we have failed "the Vine.” Let’s confess that
now:
C:
We have chosen the gnarled and knotted existence of anger, alienation, and bitterness.
We have twisted the words of caring into words of self-preservation and self-interest. O
Great Vinegrower God, prune this bitter direction from our lives. In your forgiving love,
heal our tendency to strike out on our own, thinking that we have all the answers. Help
us to exhibit new growth and strength of character that we may faithfully serve you. In
the name of Jesus, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”
Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia! Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!
Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! At the paschal victim’s feet. Alleluia!
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For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! Sinless in the sinner’s stead. Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!
Hail, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia!
When contending death and life, Alleluia! Met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia!
Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
God of songs and marvels, old and new, your powerful love for this world continues to
astound us. In these ongoing days of Easter, we gather to recall the love that brought
Jesus into this world and into our lives: as savior, friend and brother. We thank you for
welcoming us into your household and for trusting us with your marvelous work to
draw all people into the spacious home of your love. Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST LESSON: Acts 10:34-48
Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation
the one who fears him and does what is right. You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the
good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You know what has happened throughout the province of
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached—how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because
God was with him. We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by
hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. He was not seen
by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from
the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of
the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.” While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even
on Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, “Surely no one can stand in
the way of their being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” So he ordered that they
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

EPISTLE LESSON: I John 5:1-8
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as
well. This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. In fact, this is
love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes the
world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not
come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are
three that testify: the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement.
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L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 15.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my commands, you will remain in
my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in
you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no
one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you
servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I
learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that
you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is
my command: Love each other.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our risen Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Amazing Love”
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MESSAGE: “What Have We Learned About Love?” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “Because He Lives”
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God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus;
He came to love, heal, and forgive.
He lived and died to buy my pardon;
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives! REFRAIN:
And then one day I’ll cross the river;
I’ll fight life’s final war with pain.
And then as death gives way to vict’ry
I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know He lives. REFRAIN:
(Copyright 1971 Wiliam J. Gaither, CCLI Lic. #921494.)

+ + +
Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
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