THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER
April 3, 2021 – 7:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to visitors, we extend
it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive internet signal, etc.). These
items interfere with our sound system.

+ LIGHT +
The congregation gathers outside the worship center, with individual candles and bulletins, in
preparation for the procession of light.
WELCOME & EXPLANATION OF THE SERVICE
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
INVITATION:
P:
Beloved in the Lord, on this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death
to life, we are gathered here in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by
hearing His Word and celebrating His Sacraments, we share in His victory over death.
PRAYER:
P:
Let us pray.
C:
O God, You are like a refiner’s fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the hearts of Your faithful
people with the fire of Your love. Bless, we implore You, this new flame and those who
keep this joyful Easter festival that, burning with desire for life with You, we may be
found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
BLESSING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE:
P:
Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the beginning and the ending, the Alpha
and the Omega.
P:

His are time and eternity; His are the glory and dominion, now and forever.

P:

By His wounds we have healing both now and forever. Amen.

P:

May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness of our
hearts and minds. Let us pray.
Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant blessing that all who in
true faith share this night in joyful celebration of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus

C:
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Christ from the dead may be filled with Your heavenly benediction. Once we were in
darkness, but now we are in the Light, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
(All candles are lit from the Christ candle)
PROCESSION OF LIGHT:
P:
The light of Christ!
C:
Thanks be to God!
THE TOMB IS OPENED
EXSULTET (Rejoicing):
(Please remain standing and join in the sung response, “Rejoice”)
L:

All you heavenly choirs of angels,
C:

L:
C:

All creation,
(Sung) Rejoice!

L:
C:

Trumpet of Salvation,
(Sung) Rejoice!

L:
C:

Proclaim the triumph of our King.
Rejoice!

L:
C:

All the earth, in the radiance of the light now poured out,
Rejoice!

L:
C:

A light made brilliant by the brightness of the everlasting King,
Rejoice!

L:
C:

The ancient darkness has been forever banished,
Rejoice!

L:
C:

O Church of Christ clothed in the brightness of this light,
Rejoice!

L:
C:

Let this house of God ring out,
Rejoice!

L:

Let Christ, the true light and morning star, shine in our hearts, He who gives light to all
creation, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen!

C:
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OPENING SONG: “Hallelujah to the Lamb”
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(“Hallelujah to the Lamb” by Don Moen & Debbye Graafsma, copyright 1997 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music,
CCLI Lic. #921494.)

(Please be seated)
+ PROMISES FULFILLED +
L:

On this most holy night our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power of death and by His
resurrection brought life and salvation to all creation. Let us praise the Lord, for He truly keeps
His Word. The sun of righteousness has dawned upon us who have sat in darkness and in the
shadow of death.

THE CREATION: Genesis 1:1-5, 20-28
RESPONSE: “All Creatures of Our God and King”
All creatures of our God and King, Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
O burning sun with golden beam, And silver moon with softer gleam.
REFRAIN: Oh, praise Him! Oh, praise Him! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Dear mother earth, who day by day Unfolds rich blessings on our way,
Oh, praise Him! Alleluia!
The fruits and flow’rs that verdant grow, Let them his praise abundant show. REFRAIN:
(“All Creatures of Our God and King”, text copyright 1997 Augsburg Fortress; arr. copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress, OneLicense.Net
#A-704112)

THE FLOOD: Genesis 7:1, 4-5, 8:17-22
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RESPONSE: “God Will Make a Way”

THE TESTING OF ABRAHAM: Genesis 22:1-8
RESPONSE: “The Lamb” (st. 1 & 5 only)
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THE EXODUS OF ISRAEL: Exodus 14:5-7, 10-25
RESPONSE: “I Will Sing Unto the Lord”

6

SALVATION OFFERED FREELY TO ALL: Isaiah 55:1–7
RESPONSE: “Come to the Water”

(“Come to the Water” by Marsha J. Stevens, copyright 1969 by Lexicon Music,
CCLI Lic. #921494.)

WISDOM’S CALL: Proverbs 8:1-8
RESPONSE: “The Law of God is Good and Wise”
The Law of God is good and wise And sets his will before our eyes,
Shows us the way of righteousness, And dooms to death when we transgress.
It’s light of holiness imparts The knowledge of our sinful hearts
That we may see our lost estate And seek escape before too late.
(“The Law of God is Good and Wise”, setting copyright 1982 Concordia Publishing House, used with permission, Lutheran Service
Book Hymn License #100014518.)

A CHANGED HEART: Ezekiel 26:22-28
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RESPONSE: “Change My Heart, O God”

THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES: Ezekiel 37:1-6
RESPONSE: “Breathe”
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SING ALOUD, ZION: Zephaniah 3:14-20
RESPONSE: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
Praise to the Lord, The Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, For he is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear Now to his temple draw near, Joining in glad adoration!
Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, Come now with praises before him!
Let the amen Sound from his people again. Gladly forever adore him!
(“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”, setting copyright 1955 Choralbuch, used with permission, Lutheran Service Book Hymn License
#100014518.)
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+ BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE +
(Please stand)
L:
On this holiest of nights, the whole Church of our Lord Jesus Christ recalls His death and
burial, rejoicing in the Gospel of His glorious and mighty resurrection from the dead. As we
have been buried by baptism into His death, we are also raised with Christ Jesus from the
dead by the glory of the Father. The apostle Paul writes:
BAPTISMAL LESSON: Romans 6:3-11
Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried
with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,
we too may live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him
in a resurrection like his. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. Now if
we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he
cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he
lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

L:
C:

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, by the death and resurrection of your Son, you cleansed
our hearts and put a new Spirit within us. Grant that all who are brought to newness of
life in the fellowship of the Body of Christ may show forth in their lives what they
confess with their lips; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P:

C:

In Holy Baptism our sins are forgiven and we are granted a new life in Christ, our Lord. We
solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and all his way; we confess the gift of faith in
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. I ask you anew: do you renounce the devil and
all his works and all his ways?
I do renounce them.

P:
C:

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

P:
C:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son?
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P:
C:

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

P:
C:

Remember you are baptized!
Amen. Thanks be to God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit!

GREETING TIME
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+ THE RESURRECTION WORD +
HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 27.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord! Alleluia!
As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of
Jesus. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. Joseph took the body,
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in
front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the
tomb. The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. “Sir,” they said,
“we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ So give the order for the
tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that
he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.” “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go,
make the tomb as secure as you know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and
posting the guard.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our risen Lord!
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SONG OF THE DAY: “In Christ Alone”
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MESSAGE: “Look Out” – Pastor Bill Hugo
+ SENT +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “Because He Lives”
REFRAIN: Because He lives I can face tomorrow.
Because He lives all fear is gone. Because I know He holds the future,
And life is worth the living just because He lives.
God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus;
He came to love, heal, and forgive. He lived and died to buy my pardon;
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives. REFRAIN:
And then one day I’ll cross the river,
I’ll fight life’s final war with pain; And then as death gives way to vict’ry,
I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know He lives! REFRAIN: (X2)
(“Because He Lives” by William J. and Gloria Gaither, copyright 1971 William J. Gaither, CCLI Lic. #921494.)

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Jim Geslin
Hand Bells: Cheryl Fristad, Mary Nehring, Deb Santillo
Readers: Cheryl Fristad, Jim Geslin, Pastor Hugo, Mary Nehring, Louise Roberts
Ushers: Davis Team
Power Point: Aidan Neaderhiser

Join us for worship tomorrow!

7:00 a.m. – Sonrise service at Hillside Cemetery
2610 – 19th Ave. NE
8:00 & 10:45 a.m. – Festival worship at St. Matthew
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