REBOOTING EASTER: Hot Cross Buns
March 24, 2021 – 6:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER
OPENING MEDLEY:
“Just As I Am”
Just as I am, without one plea But that thy blood was shed for me
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am and waiting not To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, though tossed about With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need, in thee to find, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am; thy love unknown Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
“I Am the Bread of Life”
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INTRODUCTION TO REBOOTING EASTER:
P:
You may have noticed that we started this series six weeks ago with food- Easter Dinner, and we are ending it with food-- hot cross buns. I don’t
know if that says more about Easter or about us. There is a lot of history
and symbolism in hot cross buns. We will get into that during the two parts
of the sermon today. But to start, hot cross buns include a cross, obviously
to mark the crucifixion of Jesus and spices to mark the spices with which
He was embalmed. Originally hot cross buns were served to mark the
beginning and end of Lent. They symbolize a return of what was lost—
bringing back that which was sacrificed during Lent. Today let’s use those
hot cross buns to remind us of Jesus. And let’s do so in the words of our
baptism: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
The death and burial of Jesus are seen in the cross and the spices of the
hot cross buns. While it is the death and burial of Jesus, it is also our
death and our burial. Let’s read together the words of Romans 6:
C:
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk
in newness of life.
L:
C:

We can’t get there on our own. God has to do it for us. It is God’s free gift
to us. Let’s confess our need for that now:
Merciful God, we are among those who desperately need you. We
can’t heal ourselves. We can’t save ourselves. As we learned last
week, we can’t even find ourselves. Our need for you runs deep—all
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the way to the grave. Have mercy on us, forgive us and save us. Bury
us and raise us with Jesus, for Jesus’ sake, Amen.
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
P:
In the perfect life and innocent death of Jesus, God saves you. In baptism,
He buries you with Christ and raises you to new life in Him forever. And
He commands me to say this to you: All of your sins are forgiven, in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
RESPONSE: “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”
God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ!
He, because I could not pay it, Gave me full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free Lasting to eternity!
Sin, disturb my soul no longer: I am baptized into Christ!
I have comfort even stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me Since my Baptism did release me
In a dear forgiving flood, Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?
Satan, hear this proclamation: I am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation, I am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I’ve traveled, All your might has come unraveled,
And, against your tyranny, God, my Lord, unites with me!
Death, you cannot end my gladness: I am baptized into Christ!
When I die, I leave all sadness To inherit paradise!
Though I lie in dust and ashes Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Bapt’sm has the strength divine To make life immortal mine.
There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring: Even there I’ll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising:
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise!
(“God’s Own Child, I’ll Gladly Say It” by Neumeister; tr. by Robert Voelker, copyright 1991 Robert E. Voelker,
permission applied for.)
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 12:14-28
“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a
festival to the LORD—a lasting ordinance. For seven days you are to eat bread made without
yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast
in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut off from Israel. On the first day hold a
sacred assembly, and another one on the seventh day. Do no work at all on these days, except to
prepare food for everyone to eat; that is all you may do. Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened
Bread, because it was on this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this
day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. In the first month you are to eat bread
made without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first
day. For seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses. And anyone, whether foreigner or
native-born, who eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off from the community of Israel. Eat
nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened bread.” Then Moses
summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the animals for your
families and slaughter the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the
basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. None of you shall
go out of the door of your house until morning. When the LORD goes through the land to
strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will
pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you
down. Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. When you
enter the land that the LORD will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. And when your
children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ then tell them, ‘It is the Passover
sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our
homes when he struck down the Egyptians.’” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. The
Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “Under the Blood”
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HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter six.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do
not believe. All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never
drive away. For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who
sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given
me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the
Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” At this
the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down
from heaven.” They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we
know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” “Stop grumbling among
yourselves,” Jesus answered. “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws
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them, and I will raise them up at the last day. It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught
by God.’ Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. No one has
seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. Very truly I tell
you, the one who believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna
in the wilderness, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which
anyone may eat and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats
this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

VERSE:
He feeds my body, feeds my soul With food from heaven’s store
He makes me new, removes the old To love and serve Him more.
MESSAGE, Part 1 – Rosy the Rabbit
VERSE:
He feeds my body, feeds my soul With food from heaven’s store
He makes me new, removes the old To love and serve Him more.
MESSAGE, Part 2 – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”
Guide me ever, Great Redeemer, Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but you are mighty; Hold me with your pow’rful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, Feed me now and evermore;
Feed me now and evermore.
Open now the crystal fountain Where the healing waters flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar Lead me all my journey through.
Strong delive’rer, strong deliv’rer, Shield me with your mighty arm;
Shield me with your mighty arm.
When I tread the verge of Jordan, Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death and hell’s destruction, Land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs and praises, songs and praises I will raise forevermore;
I will raise forevermore.
(“Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”, tune copyright Mrs. Dilys Webb c/o Mechanical-Copyright Protection
Society Limited, used with permission Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #10001418.)

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
Ushers: Alman Team
Power Point: Aubree Allen
Acolyte: Josh Neaderhiser
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