REBOOTING EASTER: Easter Egg Hunts
March 17, 2021 – 6:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER
OPENING MEDLEY:
“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”
Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine, I am his, and he is mine.
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me – wondrous thought –
Found me when I sought him not.
Only Jesus can impart Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod.
Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to him are known, All my sorrows are his own.
He sustains the hidden life Safe with him from earthly strife.
O my Savior, help afford By your Spirit and your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.
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“Knowing You”
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INTRODUCTION TO REBOOTING EASTER:
P:
Who doesn’t love an Easter egg hunt? If you are a child, they are just plain
fun. And if you are an adult, it is just plain fun to watch the excitement of
the kids as they hunt. But what do they have to do with Easter? I don’t
know the history and the background, but I do know that Jesus is a hunter,
a searcher, a seeker of the lost. Say it with me:
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C:

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

P:

Today let’s use those Easter egg hunts to remind us of the One who came
to look for and save lost people like us. And let’s do so in the words of our
baptism: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C:

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Ponder those
words for a moment. They have a counterpart in some other words of
Jesus: “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners.” Jesus didn’t come for the unlost
and the un-sick. He came for the unwell and the un-found. Let’s number
ourselves among those as we repent and confess our sins:
C:
Merciful God, we are among those who desperately need you. We
can’t heal ourselves. We can’t save ourselves. We can’t even find
ourselves. Our sickness and our lostness runs deep—all the way to
the grave. Find us, have mercy on us, forgive us and resurrect us, for
Jesus’ sake, Amen.
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS:
P:
In the perfect life and innocent death of Jesus, God searches you out,
finds you, saves you and brings you home and celebrates you. And He
commands me to say this to you: All of your sins are forgiven, in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
RESPONSE: “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”
Today your mercy calls us To wash away our sin.
However great our trespass, Whatever we have been,
However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today.
Today your gate is open, And all who enter in
Shall find a Father’s welcome And pardon for their sin.
The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n,
A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav’n.
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Today our Father calls us; His Holy Spirit waits;
His blessed angels gather Around the heav’nly gates.
No question will be asked us, How often we have come;
Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father’s home.
O All-embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door,
What should we do without you When heart and eye run o’er?
When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair,
We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer.
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ezekiel 34:11-16
For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “I myself will search for my sheep and look after
them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and
darkness. I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will
bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in
all the settlements in the land. I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of
Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will
feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie
down, declares the Sovereign LORD. I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind
up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd
the flock with justice.”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “You Make Me Lie Down in Green Pastures”
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EPISTLE LESSON: Philippians 3:7-14
But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through
faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. I want to
know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the
dead. Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.
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L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 15.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” Then
Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them.
Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds
it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his
friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you
that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

VERSE:
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found; Was blind but now I see.
Yes, lost was I to all things true, And lost I would have stayed,
But Jesus seeks out me and you And saves us from the grave.
MESSAGE, Part 1 – Rosy the Rabbit
VERSE:
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found; Was blind but now I see.
Yes, lost was I to all things true, And lost I would have stayed,
But Jesus seeks out me and you And saves us from the grave.
MESSAGE, Part 2 – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
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And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone”

8

9

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Larry Betzold
Ushers: Davis Team
Power Point: Ben Kretschman
Acolyte: Parker Kyseth
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