REBOOTING EASTER: Easter Lilies
March 10, 2021 – 6:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER
OPENING MEDLEY:
“Oh, How He Loves You and Me”
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“Beautiful, Scandalous Night”
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INVOCATION AND INTRODUCTION TO REBOOTING EASTER:
P:
Isn’t it nice to come into church on Easter morning and see the church
decorated with lilies and smell the fresh aroma? It is a far different feeling
two weeks later, when they turn brown and we have to throw them out. I
have no idea where the tradition of Easter lilies began, but I have to
wonder why we chose something so fragile and so temporary to mark
something as permanent and powerful as resurrection. But for today, let’s
“Consider the lilies,” as Jesus says in our Gospel reading, and see, “how
they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his
glory was not arrayed like one of these.” And let’s do so in the words of
our baptism, which moved us from temporary to permanent, from death to
life: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
We put so much energy and so much effort and so much passion into
things that will not last and will not matter after we die. What if we could
redirect our energy and passion and put it into things that make a
difference eternally—into things that will still be bearing fruit long after we
are gone? Let’s confess to God and to another our need to do more of
that.
C:
Merciful God, we have not put nearly enough energy and effort and
time into loving you and loving our neighbor. We have wasted so
much of what you have given us. And in that, we have sinned against
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you and against the people you have brought into our lives. Have
mercy on us, forgive us and redirect us, for Jesus’ sake, Amen.
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS:
P:
In the perfect life and innocent death of Jesus, God has made you
eternal—eternally His and eternally forgiven. And He commands me to
say this to you: All of your sins are forgiven, in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
RESPONSE: “How Firm a Foundation”
How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?
Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
When through fiery trials your pathway will lie,
My grace, all sufficient, will be your supply.
The flames will not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.
Throughout all their lifetime my people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in my bosom be borne.
(“How Firm a Foundation”, setting copyright 1967 The Bethany press, used with permission,
Lutheran Service Book Hymn License, #100014518)

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 40:6-11
A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All people are like grass, and all their
faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the
breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass. The grass withers and the
flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.” You who bring good news to Zion, go up
on a high mountain. You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it
up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Sovereign
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LORD comes with power, and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is with him, and his
recompense accompanies him. He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his
arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: I Peter 1:13-25
Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to
you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do not conform to the evil
desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in
all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” Since you call on a Father who judges
each person’s work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in reverent fear. For you
know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from
the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was
revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from
the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. Now that you have
purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one
another deeply, from the heart. For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. For, “All people are like grass, and all
their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the
Lord endures forever.” And this is the word that was preached to you.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “Nothing But the Blood of Jesus”
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HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter six.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body,
what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 6 Look at the birds
of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single
hour to your life? And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow.
They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed
like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? So do not
worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as
well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own.”
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L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

VERSE:
The lilies come, the lilies go, Their beauty fades away.
But Jesus Christ’s alive and so No end to Easter Day.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun.
MESSAGE, Part 1 – Rosy the Rabbit
VERSE:
The lilies come, the lilies go, Their beauty fades away.
But Jesus Christ’s alive and so No end to Easter Day.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun.
MESSAGE, Part 2 – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
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our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING MEDLEY:
“More Precious Than Silver”
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“Beautiful Savior”
Beautiful Savior, King of creation
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love thee, Truly I’d serve thee,
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.
Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,
Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels in the sky.
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration
Now and forevermore be thine!
(Repeat “More Precious Than Silver”)
+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Lisa Neaderhiser
Ushers: Neaderhiser Team
Power Point: Aidan Neaderhiser
Acolyte: Josh Neaderhiser
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