REBOOTING EASTER: Easter Baskets
February 24, 2021 – 6:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER
OPENING MEDLEY:
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
In the cross of Christ I glory, Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story Gathers round its head sublime.
When the woes of life o’ertake me, Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me; Lo, it glows with peace and joy.
When the sun of bliss is beaming Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming Adds more luster to the day.
Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure, Joys that through all time abide.
“Be Thou My Vision”
Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always;
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Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.
(“Be Thou My Vision”, arr. 1964 Abingdon Press, OneLicense.Net #A-704112)

INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
INTRODUCTION TO REBOOTING EASTER:
P:
What says Easter more than an Easter basket? We fill them with good
stuff and then we enjoy the good stuff. But what do they have to do with
the resurrection of Jesus? We will get into that before this service is over,
but for now just think about that basket. An empty basket is not worth
much. It gets its value from what it carries. Kind of like us. Our value
comes from what God has put in us—from what God gives us to carry to
the world. What’s in your basket? Speak Psalm 103 with me and listen to
how God has filled our lives with good things:
P:
C:

Let all that I am praise the LORD; with my whole heart,
I will praise his holy name.

P:
C:

Let all that I am praise the LORD;
May I never forget the good things he does for me.

P:
C:

He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases.
He redeems me from death and crowns me with love and tender
mercies.
ALL: He fills my life with good things. My youth is renewed like the
eagle’s!
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CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
God has indeed filled our lives with good things. And He has called us to
carry those good things into His world and let them be blessings to others.
And we haven’t always done a great job of that. Let’s take a moment of
silence to confess that to God. (A time of silence)
L:
C:

Now let’s confess together.
Gracious God, our lives are so blessed. And yet we have failed to
share that blessing. We have been self-centered and greedy. We
have loved ourselves more than others. Our lives don’t reflect how
good and generous you have been with us. Forgive us, Lord, for
Jesus’ sake, Amen.

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED:
P:
Now listen to some more words from Psalm 103: The LORD is
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.
C:
He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever;
P:
C:

P:
C:

He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our
iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his
love for those who fear him;
As far as the east is from the west,
So far has he removed our transgressions from us.

RESPONSE: “As High as the Heavens”
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 2:1-10
Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, and she became pregnant and gave birth
to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. But when she
could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then
she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. His sister stood at
a distance to see what would happen to him. Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to
bathe, and her attendants were walking along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the
reeds and sent her female slave to get it. She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and
she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. Then his sister asked
Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for
you?” “Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter
said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the
baby and nursed him. When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he
became her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the water.”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “Enough”
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HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 14.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing
of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large
crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. As evening approached, the disciples
came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds
away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” Jesus replied, “They do
not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” “We have here only five loaves of bread
and two fish,” they answered. “Bring them here to me,” he said. And he directed the people to sit
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave
thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to
the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of
broken pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand men,
besides women and children.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

VERSE:
Baskets empty, baskets full, What will your basket hold?
You have been called to give your all, Your basket’s Good News told.
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Your basket holds God's gifts for you, Gifts meant to spread around
Good News you can't contain, with joy proclaim, His love for you abounds.
MESSAGE, Part 1 – Rosy the Rabbit
VERSE:
Baskets empty, baskets full, What will your basket hold?
You have been called to give your all, Your basket’s Good News told.
Your basket holds God's gifts for you, Gifts meant to spread around
Good News you can't contain, with joy proclaim, His love for you abounds.
MESSAGE, Part 2 – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
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CLOSING SONG: “Prayer of St. Francis”

+ + +
9

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
Ushers: Davis Team
Power Point: Ben Kretschman
Acolyte: Josh Neaderhiser
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