ASH WEDNESDAY

REBOOTING EASTER: Easter Dinner
February 17, 2021 – 6:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
(In keeping with the solemnity of the day, no prelude will offered.)
RINGING OF THE BELL
OPENING HYMN: “Savior, When in Dust To You”
Savior, when in dust to you Low we bow in homage due;
When, repentant, to the skies Scarce we lift our weeping eyes;
Oh, by all your pains and woe Suffered once for us below,
Bending from your throne on high, Hear our penitential cry!
By your helpless infant years, By your life of want and tears,
By your days of deep distress In the savage wilderness,
By the dread, mysterious hour Of the insulting tempter’s pow’r,
Turn, oh, turn a fav’ring eye; Hear our penitential cry!
By your hour of dire despair, By your agony of prayer,
By the cross, the nail, the thorn, Piercing spear, and torturing scorn,
By the gloom that veiled the skies O’er the dreadful sacrifice,
Listen to our humble sigh; Hear our penitential cry!
By your deep expiring groan, By the sad sepulchral stone,
By the vault whose dark abode Held in vain the rising God,
Oh, from earth to heav’n restored, Mighty, re-ascended Lord,
Bending from your throne on high, Hear our penitential cry!
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INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
A PROCLAMATION: Return to the Lord (Joel 2)
L:
“Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with
fasting and weeping and mourning.” Rend your heart and not your
garments.
C:
Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending
calamity.
L:
C:

L:

C:

L:
C:

Who knows? He may turn and relent and leave behind a blessing—
grain offerings and drink offerings for the LORD your God.
Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred assembly.
Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; bring together the
elders, gather the children, those nursing at the breast.
Let the bridegroom leave his room and the bride her chamber. Let the
priests, who minister before the LORD, weep between the portico and the
altar. Let them say,
“Spare your people, LORD. Do not make your inheritance an object
of scorn, a byword among the nations. Why should they say among
the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”
Then the LORD was jealous for his land and took pity on his people.
The LORD replied to them:
“I am sending you grain, new wine and olive oil, enough to satisfy
you fully; never again will I make you an object of scorn to the
nations.”

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
P:
As we begin this Lenten season, we may not be wearing sackcloth and
ashes, but we are heeding our Lord’s call to “return to me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts
and not your garments.” We join in King David’s prayer of confession from
Psalm 51: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love;
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C:

According to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.

P:
C:

Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.

P:
C:

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
So you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge.

P:
C:

Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me
wisdom in that secret place.

P:

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter
than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed
rejoice.

C:

P:

Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.

CHORAL OFFERING:
“Create In Me a Clean Heart, O God” – Michael Burkhardt
Combined Choirs
IMPOSITION OF ASHES
P:
Almighty and everlasting God, you spoke to Adam and Eve in the garden
and said, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Your people of
ancient times wore sackcloth and ashes as a sign of repentance. We
remember our sinfulness through the ashes and remember the gracious
gift of forgiveness and eternal life through the cross of Jesus Christ, our
Savior.
C:
Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
INTRODUCTION TO REBOOTING EASTER:
P:
We are 40 days away from the biggest reason we will ever have to
celebrate—the Resurrection of Jesus. So many things have become part
of that day—Easter dinner, Easter egg hunts, Easter baskets, Easter lilies,
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Easter finery, and don’t forget, hot cross buns. Each week we will pull out
one of those and see what it has to teach us about preparing for Easter.
Today we look at Easter dinner. Did you ever skip a meal or eat lightly
early in the day, because you knew a big meal was coming later in the day
and you wanted to make sure you could enjoy the big meal? That’s what
Lent is. We have a Feast coming. You will hear about it as we go
throughout our service. It will come. And it will be glorious! No doubt
about it. But right now, we are restraining ourselves, preparing for the
Feast.
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 25:6-9
On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of
aged wine— the best of meats and the finest of wines. On this mountain he will destroy the
shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death forever.
The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove his people’s disgrace
from all the earth. The LORD has spoken. In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we
trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in
his salvation.”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “First Song of Isaiah”
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EPISTLE LESSON: I Corinthians 15:50-58
I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor
does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but
we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must
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clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been
clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will
come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your victory? Where,
O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be
to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers and
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 26.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked,
“Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” He replied, “Go into
the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to
celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” So the disciples did as Jesus had
directed them and prepared the Passover. When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table
with the Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray
me.” They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean
me, Lord?” Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray
me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the
Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” Then Judas, the one who would
betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” Jesus answered, “You have said
so.” While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink
from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s
kingdom.” When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

VERSE:
When I get to the feast that day And sit before His face,
Death swallowed up, tears wiped away, The festival of grace.
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MESSAGE, Part 1 – Rosy the Rabbit
VERSE:
When I get to the feast that day And sit before His face,
Death swallowed up, tears wiped away, The festival of grace.
MESSAGE, Part 2 – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
CLOSING READING: Revelation 19:5-10
Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear
him, both great and small!” Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of
rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: “Hallelujah! For our Lord God
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Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has
come, and his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.”
(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.) Then the angel said to me, “Write
this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added,
“These are the true words of God.” At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me,
“Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers and sisters who hold to the
testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For it is the Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.”

BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing”
(The leader will sing the verses; congregation joins on the refrain)
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
Ushers: Blase Team
Power Point: Ben Kretschman
Acolyte: Parker Kyseth
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