THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Saturday, January 16, 2021 – 5:30 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
OPENING HYMN: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”
Open now thy gates of beauty, Zion let me enter in.
Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for God, who answers prayer.
Oh, how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace!
Gracious God, I come before thee; Come thou also unto me;
Where we find thee and adore thee, There a heav’n on earth must be.
To my heart, oh, enter thou, Let it be thy temple now!
Here thy praise is gladly chanted, Here thy seed is duly sown;
Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone,
So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me.
Thou my faith increase and quicken, Let me keep thy gift divine;
How so e’er temptations thicken, May thy Word still o’er me shine
As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife.
Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, Let thy will be done indeed;
May I undisturbed draw near thee While thou dost thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes.
(“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”, setting copyright 1976 Concordia Publishing House, used with permission, Lutheran Service Book
Hymn License #100014518.)

INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 139
L:
You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you
perceive my thoughts from afar.
C:
You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
L:
Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely.
C:
You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me.
ALL: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.
L:
C:

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.

L:

If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,
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C:

Even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.

L:
C:

Your eyes saw my unformed body;
All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

L:
C:

Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.
See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Awesome God, you have made all of creation and each cell of our bodies. You know our
thoughts and you know our sins. We desperately try to hide our mistakes, our weaknesses, our
embarrassments. But you know it all, and so we come before you now asking for your
forgiveness. Even as you know the limits of our human capabilities, we know the unlimited
power of your love. Forgive us, cleanse us, make us whole. (time of silence) In Jesus’ name,
Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “I Am Not My Own”

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Open our ears, O God, that we might hear your Word speaking to us in this moment.
Open our ears, O God, that we might listen for your voice calling to us through
scripture. Open our ears, O God, that we might understand your promises to followers
both old and young, ancient and modern. Open our hearts, O God, that we might enter
into the love you offer us. Amen.
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+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: I Samuel 3:1-10
The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many
visions. One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place.
The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the LORD, where the ark of God
was. Then the LORD called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I am.” And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called
me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And
Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie
down.” Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. A third time
the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” Then Eli
realized that the LORD was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD,
for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. The LORD came and stood there, calling as at
the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: I Corinthians 6:12-20
“I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do anything”—but I will not
be mastered by anything. You say, “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food, and God will destroy them both.” The
body, however, is not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. By his power God raised
the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall
I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who unites himself
with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” But whoever is united with the
Lord is one with him in spirit. Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but
whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body. Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who
is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God
with your bodies.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter one.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” Philip, like Andrew and
Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about
in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” “Nazareth! Can anything
good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip. When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he
said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus
answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Then Nathanael declared,
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under
the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the
angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!
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SONG OF THE DAY: “Here I Am, Lord”
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MESSAGE: “Just Follow Me, That’s All – Part 1” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
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CLOSING SONG: “Go, Make Disciples”

+ + +
Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
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