MIDWEEK ADVENT: “ReBoot Christmas”
December 23, 2020 – 6:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
ReBoot Christmas Gathering
“On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. ”
OPENING MEDLEY:
“As With Gladness Men of Old”
As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore be led by thee.
Holy Jesus, ev’ry day Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds thy glory hide.
In the heav’nly country bright Need they no created light;
Thou its light, its joy, its crown, Thou its sun which goes not down;
There forever may we sing Alleluias to our King.
“Gather Us In”
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INVOCATION:
P:
The birth of a child is a reason for a family gathering. The birth of the
Christ Child caused many to gather that first Christmas—angels,
shepherds, Magi. And the birth of Christ still causes families all over the
world to gather with each other. Our gatherings are challenged this year.
Many of them may not happen at all. Let’s use this year to recognize and
reboot what God does through the gathering of His people. And let’s begin
this night the way God begins His life in us through the gift of baptism, in
the name of the Father, and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: “Light the Candle of Hope Today”
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LITANY:
P:
Let’s go back and recall some words we may not have spoken since our
confirmation services:
C:
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified
and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers,
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and
keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian
Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all
believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and
give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most
certainly true.
P:
C:

He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies. And He promises us:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”

P:

The writer to the Hebrews encourages us to gather together to support
and encourage each other:
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near.”

C:

P:
C:

P:

Advent reminds us that we look forward with hope to another, greater
gathering:
“And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.”
Life with Jesus is a life of hope.

VERSE:
Oh, come, oh, come, our Gathering King And fill us with the Hope to sing.
While we seek shelter in this space Come make our hearts your holy place.
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
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CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
P:
We started out talking about gathering and then we lit the candle of Hope.
I am hearing those words used together a lot this year. “I hope we can
gather as a family for Christmas.” “I hope we can gather as a church at
Christmas.” I hope we can too. But whether we can or not, that doesn’t
change the reality that God gathers with His people, no matter the number
or the circumstance. We easily lose sight of that when our traditions are
threatened. We take our focus off the reason for gathering and put it on
the gathering itself or the circumstance that threatens our gathering. The
reason for the gathering is Jesus. To forget that is unholy. Let’s take a
moment to confess our need for forgiveness. (Silence for personal
confession) Gracious God,
C:
You are the most important thing in our lives, Lord. The birth of
Jesus is the most important thing about Christmas. We sometimes
overlook that holy fact and put our own needs or our own plans
ahead of yours. We put our hope in the wrong place and we lose it.
Forgive us, Lord, for Jesus’ sake, and redirect our hearts and our
hope toward the holy reality of your place in our lives. In the name of
Jesus, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
RESPONSE:
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 43:1-5
But now, this is what the LORD says—he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: “Do
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine. When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep
over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you
ablaze. For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and
because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do
not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and gather you from the
west.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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EPISTLE LESSON: Hebrews 10:19-25
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart
and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a
guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit
of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 14.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Once He Came in Blessing”
Once he came in blessing, All our sins redressing;
Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us; Hope and freedom gave us.
Still he comes within us; Still his voice would win us
From the sins that hurt us; Would to truth convert us
From our foolish error Ere he comes in terror.
Thus, if we have known him, Not ashamed to own him,
Nor have spurned him coldly But will trust him boldly,
He will then receive us, Heal us, and forgive us.
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Those who then are loyal Find a welcome royal.
Come, then, O Lord Jesus, From our sins release us;
Let us here confess you Till in heav’n we bless you.
MESSAGE 1: Rhonda Robot
VERSE:
Oh, come, oh, come, our Gathering King And fill us with the Hope to sing.
While we seek shelter in this space Come make our hearts your holy place.
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
MESSAGE 2: Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
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CLOSING SONG: “Living Hope”
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