MIDWEEK ADVENT: “ReBoot Christmas”
December 16, 2020 – 6:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
ReBoot Christmas Gift Giving
“Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.”
OPENING MEDLEY:
“As With Gladness Men of Old”
As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore be led by thee.
As they offered gifts most rare At thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’nly king.
Holy Jesus, ev’ry day Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds thy glory hide.
“Our Gifts We Bring”

1

2

INVOCATION:
P:
The idea of giving gifts at Christmas originates with the Magi, who gave
their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Do you think they had any clue
what would evolve from their actions—Black Friday, Cyber Monday, stores
opening at midnight, companies making it or breaking it based on what
they do during this season, families struggling with post-Christmas debt
while credit card companies sing “Glory to God in the highest?” Tonight
let’s take a step back and let God reboot this idea of gift giving in us. And
let’s begin this night the way God begins His life in us through the gift of
baptism, in the name of the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.

3

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: “Light the Candle of Joy Today”

LITANY:
P:
We have lit the candle of Joy. Let’s take a moment and recognize that we
are preparing for the one who is the source of true joy. We call to mind
James’ words when he says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change
like shifting shadows.”
C:
And the words of David, “You make known to me the path of life; in
your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.”
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P:

C:

P:

Nehemiah reminds us, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and
send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our
Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”
And Jesus Himself wants us to hear this: “I have told you this so that
my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”
Life with Jesus is a life of joy.

VERSE:
Oh, come, oh, come, O joy of all, From quarantine your people call.
Our faith is in your promise true The greatest gift we have on earth is you.
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
P:
We heard Jesus say to us earlier in the service that He has told us what
we need for our joy to be complete. And yet our joy seldom feels
complete. That’s because we have put our joy in the wrong place. Rather
than putting our joy in Jesus and the gifts He gives us, we have put our joy
in wealth or health or relationships or reputation or any number of other
things. When we do that, it’s easy for our joy to get stolen from us. Let’s
pause and reflect on why we need forgiveness for that. (Silence for
personal confession) Let’s confess that now.
C:
Gracious God, you have given us everything we need for complete
joy. And you have given it to us freely as a gift. Yet like Adam and
Eve in the Garden we have been discontent with what you have given
and we have wanted more. In doing so, we have rejected your gift
and condemned ourselves. Forgive us, Lord, for Jesus’ sake, and
restore to us the joy of your salvation. Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
RESPONSE:
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
EPISTLE LESSON: 1 Peter 4:8-11
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer
hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you should use whatever gift you have
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received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone
speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they
should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

P:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
P:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter seven.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to
you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the
door will be opened. “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he
asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask
him! So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the
Law and the Prophets.”

P:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Hark the Glad Sound!”
Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne And ev’ry voice a song.
He comes the pris’ners to release, In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before him burst, The iron fetters yield.
He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of his grace To enrich the humble poor.
Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Your welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring With your beloved name.
MESSAGE 1: Rhonda Robot
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VERSE:
Oh, come, oh, come, O joy of all, From quarantine your people call.
Our faith is in your promise true The greatest gift we have on earth is you.
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
MESSAGE 2: Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
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CLOSING SONG: “While By My Sheep”

+ + +
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