MIDWEEK ADVENT: “ReBoot Christmas”
December 9, 2020 – 6:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
ReBoot Christmas Travel
“After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.”
OPENING MEDLEY:
“As With Gladness Men of Old”
As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore be led by thee.
As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to they lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet Ever seek thy mercy seat.
Holy Jesus, ev’ry day Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds thy glory hide.
“I’m Going on a Journey”
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INVOCATION:
P:
Christmas began with a journey. Joseph took his bride-to-be, Mary, and
traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem to pay taxes. Later, the shepherds
would join in the journey. And later still, the Magi would follow the
Bethlehem star in a journey of worship and giving. And ever since, it
seems travelling has been part of Christmas. Who knows what 2020 will
do to our Christmas travel? It remains to be seen. But while we wait, let’s
look at this part of Christmas and let God reboot and reset whatever He
wants to in us. And let’s do all that in the name of the Father and of the
Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: “Light the Candle of PEACE Today”
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LITANY:
P:
We have lit the candle of peace. Let’s take a moment and recognize that
we are preparing for the one who is called Prince of Peace:
C:
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
P:
C:

And the one who gives peace:
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid.”

P:
C:

And the one who makes peace:
“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who
has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its
commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself
one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace.”

P:

Life with Jesus is a life of peace.

VERSE:
Oh, come, oh, come, Our Prince of Peace,
Let war and conflict quickly cease.
And we who call on you above
Will walk with you in cross-won love.
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
P:
At the start of worship, we talked about travelling. Then we talked about
peace. Now I don’t know how things work in your house, but I have found
that those two—travelling and peace—do not always co-exist. The
preparation for the journey, the stress of the journey, and maybe all sorts
of other things bring tension and conflict into our family travels. The same
can be said of our entire earthly journey. What God intends to be full of
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peace and blessing, our sin turns into conflict and division. Let’s pause
and reflect on our own need for forgiveness. (Silence)
P:
C:

Let’s confess that now.
Gracious God, we are guilty of being peace robbers rather than
peace makers. We have done too much to cause conflict and not
nearly enough to bring peace. Forgive us, Lord, and point us to the
source of our peace, Jesus, in whose name we pray, Amen.

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
RESPONSE:
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
EPISTLE LESSON: Ephesians 2:14-18
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making
peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to
death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those
who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

P:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
P:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 14.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will
come to them and make our home with them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey my
teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. All this
I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts
be troubled and do not be afraid.”

P:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!
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SONG OF THE DAY: “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring”

MESSAGE 1: Rhonda Robot
VERSE:
Oh, come, oh, come, Our Prince of Peace,
Let war and conflict quickly cease.
And we who call on you above
Will walk with you in cross-won love.
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
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MESSAGE 2: Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “He Is Our Peace”
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