THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, September 26, 2020 – 5:30 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
OPENING MEDLEY: “Once Again” & “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”
We will gather as his children once again and worship him.
We will sing our songs of praises once again and worship him.
REFRAIN:

Once again in Jesus’ name, once again we share together.
Once again in Jesus’ name, once again his children gather.

We will offer grateful praises once again and worship him.
We’ll surrender heavy burdens once again and worship him.
REFRAIN: (X2)
(“Once Again”, by Handt Hanson, copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, CCLI License #921494.)

Renew me, O eternal Light, And let my heart and soul be bright,
Illumined with the light of grace That issues from you holy face.
Remove the pow’r of sin from me And cleanse all impurity
That I may have the strength and will Temptations of the flesh to still.
Create in me a new heart, Lord, That gladly I obey your Word.
Let what you will be my desire, And with new life my soul inspire.
Grant that I only you may live And seek those thing which are above
Till I behold you face to face, O Light eternal, through your grace.
(“Renew Me, O Eternal Light”, setting copyright 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. Lutheran Service Book Hymn
License #100014518.)

INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES AND CONFESSION OF SINS (from Psalm 27):
L:
The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?
C:
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?
L:
C:

When the wicked advance against me to devour me,
It is my enemies and my foes who will stumble and fall.

L:
C:

Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear;
Though war break out against me, even then I will be confident.
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L:
C:

Hear my voice when I call, LORD; be merciful to me and answer me.
My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” Your face, LORD, I will seek.

L:
C:

Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger;
you have been my helper.
Do not reject me or forsake me, God my Savior.

L:
C:

Teach me your way, LORD;
Lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors.

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Let’s seek God’s face now and let Him lead us into confession.
C:
Holy God, you know us inside and out. You know what we do and who we are. We can’t
hide anything from you. So thank you, Lord, for your grace and thank you for the
perfect sacrifice of Jesus. Because of that we can enter into your presence and tell you
that we need forgiveness. We have been weak in faith and love. We have failed to be a
voice of hope. We deserve nothing from you, but we ask for your forgiveness for Jesus’
sake, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
P:
C:

I remain confident of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.

P:

Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD!

SONG OF PRAISE: “Firm Foundation”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, Name above all names, all the authority of heaven is yours and you use that
authority in service and sacrifice. Move us, Lord Jesus, to be who you are calling us to
be and may all that we do stem from who we are and whose we are. In your name,
Jesus, Amen.
+ NURTURE +

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: ‘The
parents eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign L ORD, you
will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike belong
to me. The one who sins is the one who will die…. Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is
my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? If a righteous person turns from their righteousness and commits sin,
they will die for it; because of the sin they have committed they will die. But if a wicked person turns away from the
wickedness they have committed and does what is just and right, they will save their life. Because they consider all the
offenses they have committed and turn away from them, that person will surely live; they will not die. Yet the Israelites
say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust? Therefore,
you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from
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all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new
heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the
Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: Philippians 2:1-18
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common
sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the
same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. In your
relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my dear
friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out
your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.
Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in
a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the word of
life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. But even if I am being poured
out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. So you
too should be glad and rejoice with me.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 21.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him.
“By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” Jesus replied, “I will also
ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism—where
did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the
people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then he said, “Neither will
I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to
the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ ‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and
went. Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. Which of
the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way
of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this,
you did not repent and believe him.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Amazing Love”
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MESSAGE: “When Jesus Puts You on the Spot” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
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trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
REFRAIN:

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand:
All other ground is sinking sand.
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil. REFRAIN:
His oath, his covenant, and blood Support me in the raging flood;
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way away, He then is all my hope and stay. REFRAIN:
When he shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone, Redeemed to stand before the throne! REFRAIN:
+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Larry Betzold
Altar Guild: Neaderhiser Family
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