THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 12, 2020 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
OPENING HYMN: “When Morning Gilds the Skies” – Blue Hymnal #460
When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
When evening shadows fall, This rings my curfew call:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
When mirth for music longs, This is my song of songs:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
God’s holy house of prayer, Has none that can compare
With “Jesus Christ be praised!”
To him, my highest and best, I sing when love-possessed:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
Whate’er my hands begin, This blessing shall break in:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
No lovelier antiphon, In all high heav’n is known
Than “Jesus Christ be praised!”
There to th’eternal Word, Th’eternal psalm is heard:
Oh, Jesus Christ be praised!
Let all of humankind, In this their concord find:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
Let all the earth around, Ring joyous with the sound:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
Sing, sun and stars of space, Sing, all who see his face,
Sing, “Jesus Christ be praised!”
God’s whole creation o’er, Today and evermore
Shall Jesus Christ be praised!
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
PSALM OF THE WEEK: Psalm 65
L:
Praise awaits you, our God, in Zion; to you our vows will be fulfilled.
C:
You who answer prayer, to you all people will come.
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L:
C:

When we were overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our transgressions.
Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live in your courts!

ALL: We are filled with the good things of your house, of your holy temple.
RESPONSE: “I Live to Know You”
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L:
C:

You answer us with awesome and righteous deeds, God our Savior,
The hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas,

L:
C:

Who formed the mountains by your power, having armed yourself with strength,
Who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the turmoil of the
nations.

L:
C:

The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders;
Where morning dawns, where evening fades, you call forth songs of joy.

L:

You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly.
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C:

The streams of God are filled with water to provide the people with grain, for so you
have ordained it.

L:
C:

You drench its furrows and level its ridges; you soften it with showers and bless its crops.
You crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance.

L:
The grasslands of the wilderness overflow; the hills are clothed with gladness.
C:
The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with grain;
ALL: They shout for joy and sing!
RESPONSE: “Let Everything That Has Breath”
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CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Lord Jesus, Your Kingly reign planted Your Word in our lives though repentance and faith.
Forgive us when troubles of life and worldly cares undermine our bearing Kingdom fruit. Draw
us deep into the soil of Your Word, increase our understanding of it, so that Your mercy is
sown into this fallen world through our thinking, speaking, and living. We ask this in Jesus’
name, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED

SONG OF PRAISE: “Hosanna”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (drawn from Ephesians 3:17-19):
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Gracious God, sow the seed of Your Word in us; that being rooted and grounded in
love, we may have power, together with all the Saints, to grasp how wide and long and
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high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—
that we may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Have Your Kingdom
reign in us, and through us into the world in which you have planted us. We pray in
Jesus’ name, Amen.
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Brenda Hugo
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 55:10-13
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud
and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It
will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. You will go out in
joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field
will clap their hands. Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This will be
for the LORD’S renown, for an everlasting sign, that will endure forever.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “The Trees of the Field”
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EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 8:12-17
Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. For if you live
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. For those
who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you
live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we say, “Abba,
Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 13.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into
a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer
went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it
up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But
when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among
thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty
or thirty times what was sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear.”….. “Listen then to what the parable of the sower
means: When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The seed falling on rocky ground
refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short
time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. The seed falling among the thorns
refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making
it unfruitful. But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one
who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!
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SONG OF THE DAY: “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”

MESSAGE – Pastor Keith Brutlag
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
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temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “On What Has Now Been Sown” – Blue Hymnal #217
On what has now been sown Your blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow’r is yours alone To make it sprout and grow.
O Lord, in grace the harvest raise, And yours alone shall be the praise!
To you our wants are known, From you are all our pow’rs;
Accept what is your own, And pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, And to your Word a blessing give.
Oh, grant that each of us, Now met before you here,
May meet together thus When you and yours appear,
And follow you to heav’n, our home. E’en so, amen! Lord Jesus, come!
+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Louise Roberts
Altar Guild: Jim Geslin

13

