THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 10, 2020 – 10:45 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
OPENING HYMN:
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” – Blue Hymnal #126 (st. 1-4)
At the Lamb’s high feast we sing Praise to our victorious king,
Who has washed us in the tide Flowing from his pierced side. Alleluia!
Praise we him, whose love divine Gives his sacred blood for wine,
Gives his body for the feast Christ the victim, Christ the priest. Alleluia!
Where the paschal blood is poured,
Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword;
Israel’s hosts triumphant go Through the wave that drowns the foe. Alleluia!
Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, Paschal victim, paschal bread;
With sincerity and love Eat we manna from above. Alleluia!
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our resurrected lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of
the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING PRAISE AND PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 146
L:
Christ is risen!
C:
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
L:
We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
C:
Death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia!
Mighty Victim from the sky, Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie;
You have conquered in the fight, You have brought us life and light. Alleluia!
Now no more can death appall, Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise, And your saints in you shall rise. Alleluia!
L:
C:

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, my soul.
I will praise the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.

L:
C:

Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.
When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their plans come
to nothing.

L:

Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God.
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C:

He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them—he remains
faithful forever.

Easter triumph, Easter joy! This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, Newborn souls in you to be. Alleluia!
Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days: Three in One, your name we praise. Alleluia!
L:
C:

He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets prisoners free, the LORD gives sight to the blind,

L:
C:

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous.
The LORD watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he
frustrates the ways of the wicked.

L:
C:

The LORD reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the LORD!

L:
C:

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

RESPONSE: “Great Is the Lord Almighty”
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CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Even as we glory in the gift of eternal life through Christ’s death and resurrection, we realize
the need for daily repentance and forgiveness. Let us confess our sins to God, our gracious
Father.
C:
Lord of abiding love and infinite patience, be with us this day. We have come from times
of stress, difficulties, as well as times of hope and joy. We bring to you our concerns
and our fears, and you offer your healing mercies. We confess that we haven’t thought a
whole lot about you this week. We have let fears and events and demands crowd you
out of our thoughts and our actions; yet when we gather this morning for worship, we
again come again in contrition, seeking your forgiveness for our blindness and apathy.
Turn our lives around, Lord. Help us look again at the many ways in which you bless
and care for us. Help us be people who will reach out to others in loving compassion.
For we ask these things in Jesus’ name, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “I Will Celebrate”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
We gather in our homes for worship this day, O Lord, as people who seek your guiding
love. Open our hearts and make us ready to stand firm in the faith that leads to loving
service. Create a new people in all our homes so that your love may surround all who
enter here. For we ask these things in Jesus’ name, Amen.
+ NURTURE +

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Katie Landwehr
FIRST LESSON: Acts 6:1-9, 7:2a, 51-60
In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the
Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the
disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on
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tables. Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We
will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” This proposal
pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these men to the apostles, who
prayed and laid their hands on them. So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased
rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power,
performed great wonders and signs among the people. Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of
the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began
to argue with Stephen….To this he replied: .... “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You
are just like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not
persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and
murdered him—you who have received the law that was given through angels but have not obeyed it.” When the
members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But Stephen, full of the Holy
Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see
heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”
At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and
began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were
stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold
this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

L:
The Word of the resurrected Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!
EPISTLE LESSON: I Peter 2:2-10
Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted
that the Lord is good. As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to
him—you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious
cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.
But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and, “A stone that causes
people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also
what they were destined for. But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you
were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy.

L:
C:

The Word of the resurrected Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

FRUITS OF CHRIST’S RESUSRECTION VERSE: Gentleness & Self-Control
(Please join in singing the refrain before and after the verse)
REFRAIN:

Music Team: Gentle Savior, I pray this day: Keep me ready to bless Your world! REFRAIN:
HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 14.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
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“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that
were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I
am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really
know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said, “Lord, show
us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among
you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you
believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own
authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and
the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in
me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the
Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for
anything in my name, and I will do it.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our resurrected Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia

SONG OF THE DAY: “Living Hope”
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MESSAGE: “Safe at Home: An Incredible Journey” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
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(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “Celebrate Jesus!”

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Karyn Naber
Altar Guild: Neaderhiser Family & Jim Geslin
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