THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 3, 2020 – 10:45 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
OPENING HYMN: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” – Blue Hymnal #137
Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia!
Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!
Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia!
At the paschal victim’s feet. Alleluia!
For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia!
Sinless in the sinner’s stead. Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia!
Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!
Hail, the victim undefiled, Alleluia!
God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia!
When contending death and life, Alleluia!
Met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia!
Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia!
All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia!
Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES AND PSALM OF THE DAY (Psalm 23, part one):
L:
Oh come, let us sing to the LORD:
C:
Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
L:
C:

For He is our God,
And we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand….
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

L:
C:

GOD, my shepherd! I don’t need a thing.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

L:
C:

You have bedded me down in lush meadows, you find me quiet pools to drink from.
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

L:

True to your word, you let me catch my breath and send me in the right direction.
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C:

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

L:

Even when the way goes through Death Valley, I’m not afraid when you walk at my side. Your
trusty shepherd’s crook makes me feel secure.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over.

C:
L:
C:
L:

You serve me a six-course dinner right in front of my enemies. You revive my drooping head;
my cup brims with blessing.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the LORD for ever.
Your beauty and love chase after me every day of my life. I’m back home in the house of GOD
for the rest of my life.

RESPONSE: “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” – Blue Hymnal #416
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me The quiet waters by.
My soul he doth restore again And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness, E’en for his own name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, Yet will I fear no ill;
For thou art with me, and thy rod And staff me comfort still.
My table thou hast furnished In presence of my foes;
My head thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows.
Goodness and mercy all my life Shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house forevermore My dwelling place shall be.
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
We are wayward sheep. We need a loving shepherd. We need forgiveness. We need a perfect
sacrifice. Let’s confess that now. Shepherding God, be with us in our need.
C:
Like sheep who have gone astray—we have not heeded your voice, calling us to follow
the right paths, beckoning us to lie down and be restored;
L:
C:

We have acted as if our salvation lies in busyness and control.
We do not want to be sheep—dependent on a shepherd for everything. We want to do it
alone—to maintain our independence.

L:
C:

Forgive us for rejecting your shepherding care and your love and guidance.
Forgive us for our need to do it by ourselves, to be separate from the flock.

L:
C:

Forgive us for doubting your presence in times of trouble.
Forgive us our despair in the face of seemingly unrelenting evil and death. Lead us back
to the path of life. Do for us what we sheep cannot do for ourselves. Amen.
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SONG OF CONFESSION: “Sacrifice”
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FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “Worthy Is the Lamb”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Shepherding God, bring us into your fold. Lead us beside still waters and restore our
souls. Help us see the way we should go, the way we should live. Help us hear your
voice calling our name. Enliven this time of worship, that we may find true life as we join
with others in their homes: praising your name, celebrating your great goodness, and
sharing your love for all people. In the name of our Good Shepherd, Jesus, Amen.
+ NURTURE +

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Faustina Allen
FIRST LESSON: Acts 2:42-47
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone
was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had
everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

FRUITS OF CHRIST’S RESUSRECTION VERSE: Gentleness & Self-Control
(Please join in singing the refrain before and after the verse)
REFRAIN:
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Music Team: Gentle Savior, I pray this day: Keep me ready to bless Your world! REFRAIN:
EPISTLE LESSON: I Peter 2:19-25
For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God. But
how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you
endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When they
hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him
who judges justly. “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for
righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

PSALM 23, part 2: “God, Our Ever Faithful Shepherd” – J. S. Bach
Solo by Brooke Edberg
GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter ten.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is
a thief and a robber. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for
him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all
his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this figure of
speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you,
I am the gate for the sheep. All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to
them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our risen Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Savior, Like a Shepherd, Lead Us”
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MESSAGE: “Jesus Leads Us Out” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “God Is Good All the Time”
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Louise Roberts
Altar Guild: Neaderhiser Family; Jim Geslin
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