FESTIVAL OF EASTER:
The Resurrection of Our Lord
April 12, 2020 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
CHOIR: “Golgatha Hill”, part 2 – Crowder/Proffit/Cash
INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES:
L:
Our worship begins the way our resurrection lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of
the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
L:

C:

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in a flash, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true:
“Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting?”

L:
C:

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

L:
C:

Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll, that they were inscribed
with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever!
I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.

L:
C:

And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God;
I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another.

L:

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in
vain.

L:
C:

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

OPENING HYMN: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” – Blue Hymnal #127
Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia!
1

Hymns of praise, then, let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heaven’ly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured. Alleluia!
Now above the sky He’s King, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing: Alleluia!
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as His love. Alleluia!
Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!
PSALM OF THE DAY, Part 1 - Psalm 118:15-21
L:
Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous:
C:
“The LORD’S right hand has done mighty things!
L:
C:

The LORD’S right hand is lifted high;
The LORD’S right hand has done mighty things!”

L:
C:

I will not die but live,
And will proclaim what the LORD has done.

L:
C:

The LORD has chastened me severely,
But he has not given me over to death.

L:
C:

Open for me the gates of the righteous;
I will enter and give thanks to the LORD.

L:
C:

This is the gate of the LORD through which the righteous may enter.
I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation.

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE:
“Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” – Blue Hymnal #141
Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness!
God has brought his Israel Into joy from sadness,
Loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke Jacob’s sons and daughters,
Led them with unmoistened foot Through the Red Sea waters.
This the spring of souls today: Christ has burst his prison.
And from three days’ sleep in death As a sun has risen;
All the winter of our sins, Long and dark, is flying
From his light, to whom is giv’n Laud and praise undying.
Now the queen of seasons, bright With the day of splendor
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With the royal feast of feasts Comes its joy to render;
Comes to gladden faithful hearts Which with true affection
Welcome in unwearied strain Jesus’ resurrection!
For today among his own Christ appeared, bestowing
His deep peace, which evermore Passes human knowing.
Neither could the gates of death Nor the tomb’s dark portal
Nor the watchers nor the seal Hold him as a mortal.
Alleluia! Now we cry To our King immortal,
Who, triumphant, burst the bars Of the tomb’s dark portal.
Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness!
God has brought his Israel Into joy from sadness!
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Resurrected Jesus, King of Kings, Defeater of Death, Savior of the World, this is a new
one for us – watching Easter on a screen. It’s easy to feel like an audience today
instead of a participant. Make it real for us, Jesus. Let us see ourselves standing
outside the tomb, fully alive. Let us fully participate in resurrection and all that it means
for us. In Your powerful name, Jesus, we pray, Amen.
+ NURTURE +

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Brenda Hugo
FIRST LESSON: Acts 10:34-43
Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation
the one who fears him and does what is right. You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the
good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You know what has happened throughout the province of
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached—how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because
God was with him. We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by
hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. He was not seen
by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from
the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

FRUITS OF CHRIST’S RESUSRECTION VERSE: Faithfulness
(Please join in singing the refrain before and after the verse)
REFRAIN:
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Music Team: Living up to my calling as Your child, I remain faithful in You! REFRAIN:
EPISTLE LESSON: Colossians 3:1-4
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in
God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

PSALM OF THE DAY, Part 2 - Psalm 118:22-29
L:
The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
C:
The LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
L:
C:

The LORD has done it this very day;
Let us rejoice today and be glad.

L:
C:

LORD, save us!
LORD, grant us success!

L:
C:

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.
From the house of the LORD we bless you.

L:
C:

The LORD is God,
And he has made his light shine on us.

L:
With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up to the horns of the altar.
C:
You are my God, and I will praise you; you are my God, and I will exalt you.
ALL: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever!
CHORAL RESPONSE: “This Is the Day” – Gary Daigle
Solo by Brenda Hugo
HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 20.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had
been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and
said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” So Peter and the other
disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent
over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went
straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’
head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb
first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the
dead.) Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept,
she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head
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and the other at the foot. They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she said,
“and I don’t know where they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not
realize that it was Jesus. He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was
the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” Jesus said
to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). Jesus said, “Do not
hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the
Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our risen Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SONG OF THE DAY: “In Christ Alone”

MESSAGE:
“Postpone Easter??? You Can’t. It Already Happened” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
5

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” – Blue Hymnal #264
I know that my Redeemer lives! What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living head!
He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save;
He lives exalted, throned above; He lives to rule his Church in love.
He lives to grant me rich supply; He lives to guide me with his eye;
He lives to comfort me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.
He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart.
He lives to bless me with his love; He lives to plead for me above;
He lives my hungry soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need.
He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing; He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King!
He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there.
He lives, all glory to his name! He lives, my Savior, still the same;
What joy this blest assurance gives; I know that my Redeemer lives!
+ + +
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Louise Roberts
Altar Guild: Alma Field; Pat & Duane Rosenberg
Power Point: Ben Kretschman
Instrumental Quartet:
Trumpets: Will Hugo & Andrew Wagner
Tenor Saxophone: Karyn Naber
Trombone: Ted Landwehr
Festival Choir:
Bruce Blase
Judie Colaianni
Maria Davis
Brooke Edberg
Ben Hugo
Brenda Hugo
Will Hugo
Katie Landwehr
Kristen Landwehr
Deb Santillo
Andrew Wagner
Accompanist: Karrie Kikeh
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