PALM SUNDAY
April 5, 2020 – 10:45 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of
the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Lord, we confess that we would rather have a nice parade, with banners waving
and people cheering than to face the uprooted and isolated lives we are now
living. We want the fear and isolation and suffering to be over now.
C:
Remind us, Lord, that Jesus walked straight into the path of destructive
fear and faced it with His life. From His table of compassion and from the
cross, He offered healing words of love and hope. As we continue our
Lenten journey, forgive us, we pray, for our eagerness to leave the scenes
of hurt, anger, and hostility and to march into the bright sunlight that will
be Easter. Give our souls healing so that Easter may truly shine through
us. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
ENTRANCE PSALM:
L:
Hosanna to the Son of David!
C:
Hosanna in the highest!
L:
C:

Blessed is He who comes,
Who comes in the name of the LORD!

L:
C:

Hosanna!
Hosanna in the highest!

L:
C:

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless You from the house of the LORD.

L:
C:

Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
That the King of glory may come in.

L:
C:

Who is this King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!
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L:
C:

Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors,
That the King of glory may come in.

L:
C:

Who is this King of glory?
The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory!

L:
C:

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless You from the house of the LORD.

RESPONSE: “Hosanna! Hosanna!”

PALM SUNDAY GOSPEL:
P:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 12.
C:
Glory to you, O Lord!
The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to
Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the king of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and sat
on it, as it is written: “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s
colt.” At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that
these things had been written about him and that these things had been done to him. Now the crowd that
was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread
the word. Many people, because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet
him. So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world
has gone after him!”
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BLESSING OF PALMS:
P:
We praise You, God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today we remember that He entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed
Messiah and King by those who spread garments and palm branches along His
way.

C:

Bless these palm branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow
our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to His death and resurrection, we
may enter into life with You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

RESPONSE: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” – Blue Hymnal #106
Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang;
Through pillared court and temple The lovely anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them, Close folded to his breast,
The children sang their praises, The simplest and the best.
From Olivet they followed Mid an exultant crowd,
The victor palm branch waving And chanting clear and loud.
The Lord of men and angels Rode on in lowly state
Nor scorned that little children Should on his bidding wait.
“Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing,
For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heav’n our King.
Oh, may we ever praise him With heart and life and voice
And in his blissful presence Eternally rejoice!
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Lord God, as we sit in our homes this morning, spread out and
disconnected, remind us that we are the body of Christ. Remind us that
COVID-19 has not shut us down, but rather deployed us. Empower us to be
participants in this Holy Week and in your mission to redeem the world. In
the name of Jesus, Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Vicar Martin Cornes
+ NURTURE +
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Sovereign LORD has given me a well-instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed. The
Sovereign LORD has opened my ears; I have not been rebellious, I have not turned away. I offered my
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back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from
mocking and spitting. Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore have I
set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame. He who vindicates me is near. Who then will
bring charges against me? Let us face each other! Who is my accuser? Let him confront me! It is the
Sovereign LORD who helps me. Who will condemn me?

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

FRUITS OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION VERSE: Faithfulness
(Please join in singing the refrain before and after the verse)
REFRAIN:

Music Team: Living up to my calling as Your child, I remain faithful in You! REFRAIN:
EPISTLE LESSON: Philippians 2:5-11
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he
made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a
cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet”

MESSAGE:
“It’s Holy Week: Are We the Audience or the Participants?” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
HOLY GOSPEL, Part 2: John 12:20-43
P:

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. They came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see
Jesus.” Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. Jesus replied, “The
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat
falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many
seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will
be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say?
‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father,
glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it
again.” The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had
spoken to him. Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for
judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to show the kind of death he was
going to die. The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Messiah will remain
forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?” Then
Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the
light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are
going. Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become children of
light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them. Even after Jesus
had performed so many signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him. This was to
fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: “Lord, who has believed our message and to whom has the
arm of the Lord been revealed?” For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says
elsewhere: “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, so they can neither see with
their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn—and I would heal them.” Isaiah said this
because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him. Yet at the same time many even among the
leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their
faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved human praise more than
praise from God.

BENEDICTION
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CLOSING SONG: “The Lamb”

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Faustina Allen; Families Leading: Kikeh Family, Martin Family,
Wermerskirchen-Donovan; Altar Guild: Pat & Duane Rosenberg; Alma Field
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