THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 14, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome;
to visitors, we extend it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer
fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
We ask that all guests sign a yellow attendance card located in the pew rack, and then
please hand the card to the pastor as you leave the worship service.
Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals and orders of service are
available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, please write it out on one of the green prayer cards
located in the pew rack, and then submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the
service begins. Other prayer requests can be made by calling the church office at 763788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see
and participate during the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in
the back of the worship area and bathrooms with changing tables (including back-up
supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two right turns as you
pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive
internet signal, etc.). These items interfere with our sound system.

+ CONNECT +
OPENING SONG: “Come, Now Is the Time”
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INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS:
L:
Let’s enter into a time of confession:
C:
God of healing mercies, we come to you this day as imperfect
people. We know that you desire for us hope, happiness, and love,
yet we have found so many ways in which to block your gifts, or to
grab hold of them as if we were entitled to them. So lead us back to
Jesus.
L:

He taught us to live as people of compassion and service.
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C:

But our service has been mostly for ourselves, for our own
gratification. We have failed to be your church, your witnesses on
earth. We have neglected the needs of others in our rush for our own
comfort. Forgive us, O merciful God. Heal our wounded spirits. Turn
us again to you, that we may again learn of your love and mercy.
Lead us to Jesus. Lead us to the cross.

CONFESSIONAL SONG: “Lead Me to the Cross”
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FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “I Will Praise Him”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Lord of light and life, you have called us this day to open our hearts,
our minds, our spirits to hear your words of encouragement, healing,
and hope. Give us patience and willingness to serve you in all that
we do. In Jesus' name, we pray, Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Jeremiah 23:16-29
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Do not listen to what the prophets are prophesying to you;
they fill you with false hopes. They speak visions from their own minds, not from the mouth of
the LORD. They keep saying to those who despise me, ‘The LORD says: You will have peace.’
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And to all who follow the stubbornness of their hearts they say, ‘No harm will come to you.’ But
which of them has stood in the council of the LORD to see or to hear his word? Who has listened
and heard his word? See, the storm of the LORD will burst out in wrath, a whirlwind swirling down
on the heads of the wicked. The anger of the LORD will not turn back until he fully accomplishes
the purposes of his heart. In days to come you will understand it clearly. I did not send these
prophets, yet they have run with their message; I did not speak to them, yet they have
prophesied. But if they had stood in my council, they would have proclaimed my words to my
people and would have turned them from their evil ways and from their evil deeds. “Am I only a
God nearby,” declares the LORD, “and not a God far away? Who can hide in secret places so that
I cannot see them?” declares the LORD. “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the LORD. “I
have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had
a dream!’ How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the
delusions of their own minds? They think the dreams they tell one another will make my people
forget my name, just as their ancestors forgot my name through Baal worship. Let the prophet
who has a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what
has straw to do with grain?” declares the LORD. “Is not my word like fire,” declares the LORD, “and
like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

PRELUDE TO THE EPISTLE: “Come, Let Us Fix Our Eyes on Jesus”

(“Come, Let Us Fix Our Eyes On Jesus” by Dave Horn, copyright Dave Horn, used with permission of the
composer)
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EPISTLE LESSON: Hebrews 11:17-31, 12:1-3
By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced the
promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though God had said to him, “It is
through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” Abraham reasoned that God could even raise
the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death. By faith Isaac
blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed
each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when
his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions
concerning the burial of his bones. By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was
born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. By
faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He
chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of
sin. He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt,
because he was looking ahead to his reward. By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger;
he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the
application of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel.
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to
do so, they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched around
them for seven days. By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not
killed with those who were disobedient. And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell
about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, who
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who
shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the
sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed
foreign armies. Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who
were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. Some
faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were put to death by
stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins
and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated—the world was not worthy of them. They
wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. These were all
commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, since God had
planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne
of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow
weary and lose heart.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “Come, Let Us Fix Our Eyes on Jesus” (see above)
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HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 12.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a
baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! Do you think I came to
bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. From now on there will be five in one family
divided against each other, three against two and two against three. They will be divided, father
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Send Down the Fire”
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MESSAGE: “The Cost of Peace” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
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+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
DISTRIBUTION SONG: “Revival Fire, Fall”
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “Days of Elijah”
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(“Days of Elijah” by Robin Mark, copyright 1996 Daybreak Music, a division of Integrity’s Hosanna! Music,
CCLI Lic. #921494.)

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Faustina Allen
Ushers: Blase Team
Altar Guild: Carol Sylwester
Power Point: Ben Kretschman
Acolyte: Adahlia Eames
Lector: Bob Lundholm
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