THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 17, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome;
to visitors, we extend it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer
fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
We ask that all guests sign a yellow attendance card located in the pew rack, and then
please hand the card to the pastor as you leave the worship service.
Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals and orders of service are
available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, please write it out on one of the green prayer cards
located in the pew rack, and then submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the
service begins. Other prayer requests can be made by calling the church office at 763788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see
and participate during the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in
the back of the worship area and bathrooms with changing tables (including back-up
supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two right turns as you
pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive
internet signal, etc.). These items interfere with our sound system.

+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
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PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 27
L:
The LORD is my light and my salvation— whom shall I fear?
C:
The LORD is the stronghold of my life— of whom shall I be afraid?
L:
C:

When the wicked advance against me to devour me, it is my enemies and
my foes who will stumble and fall.
Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war
break out against me, even then I will be confident.

“Our Confidence”
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L:
C:

One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek:
That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,

L:
C:

To gaze on the beauty of the LORD
And to seek him in his temple.

“Better Is One Day”
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L:
C:

For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
He will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent and set me high upon
a rock.

L:
C:

Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me;
At his sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing and
make music to the LORD.

“You Are My Hiding Place”
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L:
C:

Hear my voice when I call, LORD; be merciful to me and answer me.
My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” Your face, LORD, I will seek.

L:

Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger;
you have been my helper.
Do not reject me or forsake me, God my Savior.

C:

L:
Though my father and mother forsake me,
C:
The LORD will receive me.
ALL: Teach me your way, LORD; lead me in a straight path because of my
oppressors.
L:
C:

Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes,
For false witnesses rise up against me, spouting malicious
accusations.

L:
C:

I remain confident of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.

L:

Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.
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“Waiting for the Lord”

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
What allows us to be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord is that we
have a God of grace—a God who deals with us compassionately, a God
who invites us into His presence and makes us whole. Let’s ask for that
grace now.
C:
O God, we lead busy lives. Just coming to church on weekends often
seems like a sacrifice. There’s so much to do, so much to worry
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about. We read about being strong and taking heart and waiting on
you. Yet, we seem to waiting on almost everything else: on our
duties; on our business relationships; on our family plans; on our
volunteer commitments; on our efforts to make it in this world. When
we forget who we are, when we refuse to stop and sit at your feet,
forgive us, have mercy on us, slow us down that we might find
ourselves in you. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “There’s Power in the Blood of the Lamb”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
From the demands and pressures of this past week, we come, O
Lord, seeking rest and renewal. Hear the cries of our hearts, our
prayers, our needs. Let us sit at your feet while you heal and restore
us. For we ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Genesis 18:1-10
The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the
entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. Abraham looked up and saw three men standing
nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low
to the ground. He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by.
Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. Let me
get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have
come to your servant.” “Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” So Abraham hurried into the
tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs of the finest flour and knead it and bake some
bread.” Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who
hurried to prepare it. He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared,
and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree. “Where is your wife
Sarah?” they asked him. “There, in the tent,” he said. Then one of them said, “I will surely return
to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.”
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L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: Colossians 1:21-29
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil
behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—if you continue in your faith,
established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel
that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I,
Paul, have become a servant. Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh
what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. I
have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its
fullness—the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed
to the Lord’s people. To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious
riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. He is the one we proclaim,
admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully
mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works
in me.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter ten.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named
Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s
feet listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be
made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work
by myself? Tell her to help me!” “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “You are worried and
upset about many things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what
is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

12

SONG OF THE DAY: “One Pure and Holy Passion”
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MESSAGE: “Passionate Spirituality” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
DISTRIBUTION SONGS:
“Cry of My Heart”
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“First Love”
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “He Is Exalted”
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Andrew Wagner
Ushers: Blase Team
Altar Guild: Pat Rosenberg & Jim Geslin
Power Point: Lisa Neaderhiser
Acolyte: Adahlia Eames
Lector: Marilyn Kirk
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