THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 19, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome;
to visitors, we extend it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer
fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
We ask that all guests sign a yellow attendance card located in the pew rack, and then
please hand the card to the pastor as you leave the worship service.
Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals and orders of service are
available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, please write it out on one of the green prayer cards
located in the pew rack, and then submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the
service begins. Other prayer requests can be made by calling the church office at 763788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see
and participate during the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in
the back of the worship area and bathrooms with changing tables (including back-up
supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two right turns as you
pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive
internet signal, etc.). These items interfere with our sound system.

+ CONNECT +
OPENING PRAISE:
“Blessed Be the Lord God Almighty”
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“Great Is the Lord”
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INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Arise, O LORD!
C:
Save me, O my God!
L:
C:

O LORD, how many are my foes! Many are rising against me;
Many are saying of my soul, there is no salvation for him in God.
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L:
C:

But you, O LORD, are a shield about me, my glory, and the lifter of my
head.
I cry aloud to the LORD, and he answered me from his holy hill.

“Change My Heart, O God”

L:
C:

Our hearts do need some work, Lord.
In our busy lives, we do not always make time to love, to pray, or to
sing your praises. We want to be strong, yet we often feel out of
control: buffeted by the winds of change, rocked by the earthquakes
in our relationships, burned by the fires of doubt. Forgetting what we
cannot see, our hearts turn to fear and distrust. Help us trust your
presence, even when we feel utterly alone, trapped in our dark night
of the soul. With the promise of Christ as our hope, lead us from the
tombs we create for ourselves into the peace of your presence. In the
name of Jesus, Amen.
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(Repeat “Change My Heart, O God”)
L:
C:

Arise, O LORD!
Save me, O my God!

L:
C:

You, O LORD, are a shield about me, my glory, and the lifter of my head.
I cry aloud to the LORD, and he answered me from his holy hill.

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “Great Is the Lord” (repeat stanza 3, p. 2)
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Come, Lord God, and be with us in this hour. Too often our cares
and our worries keep us at a distance from you, God. Come, Lord
God, and speak a word of comfort to your troubled people. Help us
hear you, Lord God, in the quietness of these moments. In the name
of Jesus, Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 65:1-9
“I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who did not seek me.
To a nation that did not call on my name, I said, ‘Here am I, here am I.’ All day long I have held
out my hands to an obstinate people, who walk in ways not good, pursuing their own
imaginations—a people who continually provoke me to my very face, offering sacrifices in
gardens and burning incense on altars of brick; who sit among the graves and spend their nights
keeping secret vigil; who eat the flesh of pigs, and whose pots hold broth of impure meat;
who say, ‘Keep away; don’t come near me, for I am too sacred for you!’ Such people are smoke
in my nostrils, a fire that keeps burning all day. See, it stands written before me: I will not keep
silent but will pay back in full; I will pay it back into their laps—both your sins and the sins of your
ancestors,” says the LORD. “Because they burned sacrifices on the mountains and defied me on
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the hills, I will measure into their laps the full payment for their former deeds.” This is what
the LORD says: “As when juice is still found in a cluster of grapes and people say, ‘Don’t destroy
it, there is still a blessing in it,’ so will I do in behalf of my servants; I will not destroy them all. I
will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah those who will possess my mountains;
my chosen people will inherit them, and there will my servants live.”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: Galatians 3:23-4:7
Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith
that was to come would be revealed. So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might
be justified by faith. Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. So in
Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ,
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. What I am saying is that as
long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole
estate. The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. So also,
when we were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world. But
when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to
redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. Because you are his
sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So
you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also
an heir.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”
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HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter eight.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. When Jesus
stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man
had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he
cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” For Jesus had commanded the impure
spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand
and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into
solitary places. Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” “Legion,” he replied, because many
demons had gone into him. And they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the
Abyss. A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let
them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. When the demons came out of the man,
they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town
and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus,
they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in
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his right mind; and they were afraid. Those who had seen it told the people how the demonpossessed man had been cured. Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus
to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.
The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away,
saying, “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told
all over town how much Jesus had done for him.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “The Strong Name of Jesus”
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MESSAGE: “Ministry Among the Tombs” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
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+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
DISTRIBUTION SONGS:
“Father Me Again”
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“Meekness and Majesty”
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “Send Us Out”
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Larry Betzold
Ushers: Blase Team
Altar Guild: Pat Rosenberg, Jim Geslin
Power Point: Ben Kretschman
Acolyte:
Lector: Bob Lundholm
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