THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 29, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome;
to visitors, we extend it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer
fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
We ask that all guests sign a yellow attendance card located in the pew rack, and then
please hand the card to the pastor as you leave the worship service.
Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals and orders of service are
available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, please write it out on one of the green prayer cards
located in the pew rack, and then submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the
service begins. Other prayer requests can be made by calling the church office at 763788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see
and participate during the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in
the back of the worship area and bathrooms with changing tables (including back-up
supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two right turns as you
pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive
internet signal, etc.). These items interfere with our sound system.

+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
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THE ASCENSION ACCOUNT: Acts 1:1-11
L:
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do
and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After
his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days
and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was
eating with them, he gave them this command:
P:
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which
you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
L:
C:

Then they gathered around him and asked him,
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

L:
P:

He said to them:
“It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

L:

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid
him from their sight. (Candle is extinguished)

L:

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of
Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in
the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

L:
C:

The Word of our risen and ascended Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

OPENING HYMN:
“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” – Blue Hymnal #149 (st. 1-4)
A hymn of glory let us sing!
New hymns throughout the world shall ring: Alleluia, alleluia!
2

Christ, by a road before untrod, Ascends unto the throne of God.
REFRAIN: Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The holy apostolic band
Upon the Mount of Olives stand. Alleluia, alleluia!
And with his faithful foll’wers see their Lord ascend in majesty. REFRAIN:
To whom two shining angels cry,
“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” Alleluia, alleluia!
“This is the Savior,” thus they say; “This is his glorious triumph day!”
REFRAIN:
“You see him now, ascending high
Up to the portals of the sky.” Alleluia, alleluia!
“Hereafter Jesus you shall see returning in great majesty.” REFRAIN:
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
This Thursday marked the end of the forty days Jesus walked on earth
between His resurrection and His ascension. The disciples were told to
wait—to wait for the Holy Spirit. We celebrate that event, Pentecost, next
week. But today, we wait. And we are not all that good at waiting.
C:
Lord, we are “what’s next?” people. We want to know what we are
supposed to do. We journeyed through the Lenten Season, stood at
the foot of the Cross, witnessed Jesus’ Resurrection and His
appearances to His disciples in an upper room and on the lakeshore.
Now in this day we are called to wait. That’s hard for us to do. We
want to jump into some kind of action. Calm our hearts and help us
to wait for the Spirit. Forgive our impatience and our lack of faith. We
place our trust in your redeeming love for us in Jesus, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 47
L:
God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
C:
The LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.
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L:
C:

Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.
For the LORD Most High is awesome, the great King over all the
earth.

L:
C:

He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet.
He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.

L:
C:

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
The LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.

L:
C:

Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.
For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.

L:
C:

God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.
The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of
Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly
exalted.

L:
C:

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
The LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.

SONG OF PRAISE:
“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” – Blue Hymnal #149 (st. 6-7)
Give us your joy on earth, O Lord,
In heav’n to be our great reward, Alleluia, alleluia!
Where, throned with you forever, we shall praise your name eternally.
REFRAIN:
O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to you let earth accord: Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run, with Father and with Spirit one. REFRAIN:
(“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”, text copyright 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, setting arranged and
harmonization by Ralph Vaughan Williams, from the English Hymnal, by permission of Oxford University
Press, used with permission Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #100014518.)

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
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L:
C:

Let us pray.
Astounding God, we come before you this day as witnesses to
Christ’s ascension from this realm to the heavenly kingdom. We
stand in awe and wonder at what we hear and see. Open the eyes of
our hearts to see the power and truth of your words. Give us courage
and joy that we might be witnesses to your eternal love through
Christ Jesus our Lord, Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST LESSON: Revelation 22:1-6, 12-20
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the
river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne
of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the
light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for
ever and ever. The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God
who inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take
place.”…. “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person
according to what they have done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the
Beginning and the End. Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to
the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs, those who
practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves
and practices falsehood. I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the
churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” The Spirit and
the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come;
and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. I warn everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to that person
the plagues described in this scroll. And if anyone takes words away from this scroll of
prophecy, God will take away from that person any share in the tree of life and in the Holy City,
which are described in this scroll. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming
soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

L:
C:

The Word of our risen and ascended Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!
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HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 17.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord! Alleluia!
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— I in them and you in me—so that they
may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved
them even as you have loved me. Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I
am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation
of the world. Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know
that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in
order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our risen and ascended Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia

SONG OF THE DAY: “Thirsty”
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(“Thirsty” by Linda Joyce Heaner, copyright 1979 b y Linda & Tess, used with permission of the composer.)

MESSAGE: “The Choice of Glory” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
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+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
PREFACE TO HOLY COMMUNION:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

L:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE:
L:
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to You, our ascended Lord. Send Your
Spirit into our midst to empower our witness of what we have seen and
heard. Open our eyes to Your presence and Your work in our world.
Anchor our witness in what You have graciously revealed through Your
Holy Word. Fuel us with Your forgiveness that fills us in this holy meal of
Your body and blood. We join our voices with the angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven as we praise and magnify Your holy name,
evermore praising You and singing:
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SANCTUS: “Holy, Holy”
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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DISTRIBUTION SONGS:
“Bind Us Together, Lord”

“Let the River Flow”
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “Our God Is Lifted Up”
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Andrew Wagner
Ushers: Blase Team
Altar Guild: Pat Rosenberg
Power Point: Ben Kretschman
Acolyte: Parker Kyseth
Lector: Bob Lundholm
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