THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 22, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome;
to visitors, we extend it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer
fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
We ask that all guests sign a yellow attendance card located in the pew rack, and then
please hand the card to the pastor as you leave the worship service.
Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals and orders of service are
available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, please write it out on one of the green prayer cards
located in the pew rack, and then submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the
service begins. Other prayer requests can be made by calling the church office at 763788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see
and participate during the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in
the back of the worship area and bathrooms with changing tables (including back-up
supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two right turns as you
pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive
internet signal, etc.). These items interfere with our sound system.

+ CONNECT +
OPENING PRAISE:
“Open the Eyes of My Heart”
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“Marvelous Light”
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INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
EASTER PROCLAMATION:
L:
Christ is risen!
C:
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
OPENING SENTENCES AND PSALM 67:
L:
This is the day that the LORD has made.
C:
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
L:
C:

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us
So that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all
nations.

L:
C:

May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.
May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples
with equity and guide the nations of the earth.

L:
May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.
C:
The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us.
ALL: May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.
L:
C:

This is the day that the LORD has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
In our reading from Acts, we see a lady named Lydia making a difference.
In our Gospel reading, Jesus encourages His disciples to use their prayers
to make a difference. In the Revelation reading, John points out that in
heaven, there is no temple and no sun, because God is the temple and
the light. We are reminded that while on earth, we are God’s temple and
the light of the world. As such, we are called to make a difference, an
eternal difference. For all the times we haven’t done that, let’s confess our
need for forgiveness:
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C:

Lord, You know how easy it is for us to sit here, tethered to our
darkness and fear. We get bound up by chains of mistrust. We dare
not to hope, for so many times before we have been disappointed.
So we sit here and wonder where you are. We are not unlike the
disciples who wondered also, who feared. Lord, come to us in our
darkness. Flood us with your powerful light of love and mercy. Help
open our eyes to the good news of your eternal glory. Give to us
visions of the place in which love and hope will reign. Forgive our
stubborn resistance to your mercy and your love. For we ask this in
Jesus’ name, Amen.

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “Jesus, We Celebrate Your Victory”

8

9

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Lord, we can only imagine the scene painted for us in Revelation in
which we are given a glimpse of eternity. The light of your love pours
over all the land, bathing it in healing warmth and hope. We have
gathered this day to celebrate the gift of Jesus Christ. He said to the
disciples “Take heart. I have overcome the world.” Help us to place
our trust in your conquering love. Open our hearts to see the wonder
of your eternity. Release us from our anger, loneliness, and despair.
Bring us to the realization that in your love we may find peace and
joy. For it is in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, that we pray,
Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST LESSON: Acts 16:9-15
During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over
to Macedonia and help us.” After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for
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Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. From Troas we put
out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day we went on to Neapolis. From
there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Madedonia.
And we stayed there several days. On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river,
where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who
had gathered there. One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a
dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to
Paul’s message. When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to
her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.”
And she persuaded us.

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

EPISTLE LESSON: Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27
One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to
me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the
Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God. It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very
precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with
twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of
Israel. There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on
the west. The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb… The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl.
The great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass. I did not see a temple in
the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city does not need the
sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The
nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. On no day
will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honor of the nations will
be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or
deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

CHORAL RESPONSE: “Twelve Gates” – Hal Hopson
Children’s Choir
HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 16.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
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“In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you
whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and
you will receive, and your joy will be complete. Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time
is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my
Father. In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your
behalf. No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I
came from God. I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and
going back to the Father.” Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without
figures of speech. Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to
have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God.” “Do you now
believe?” Jesus replied. “A time is coming and in fact has come when you will be scattered, each
to your own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me. I
have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our risen Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Good Good Father”
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MESSAGE: “The Choice of Making a Difference” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
DISTRIBUTION SONGS:
“Glory to the Lamb”
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“Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble?”
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
P:
C:

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

CLOSING SONG: “Again and Again”
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+ + +
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Faustina Allen
Ushers: Davis Team
Altar Guild: Pat Rosenberg
Power Point: Sean Allen
Acolyte: Aubree Allen
Lector: Cheryl Fristad
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