THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 15, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome;
to visitors, we extend it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer
fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
We ask that all guests sign a yellow attendance card located in the pew rack, and then
please hand the card to the pastor as you leave the worship service.
Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals and orders of service are
available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, please write it out on one of the green prayer cards
located in the pew rack, and then submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the
service begins. Other prayer requests can be made by calling the church office at 763788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see
and participate during the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in
the back of the worship area and bathrooms with changing tables (including back-up
supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two right turns as you
pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive
internet signal, etc.). These items interfere with our sound system.

+ CONNECT +
OPENING HYMN: “This Joyful Eastertide” – Blue Hymnal #140
This joyful Eastertide Away with sin and sorrow!
My love, the Crucified, Has sprung to life this morrow:
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Refrain: Had Christ, who once was slain,
Not burst his three-day prison, Our faith had been in vain:
But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen;
But now has Christ arisen!
Death’s flood has lost its chill Since Jesus crossed the river;
Lover of souls, from ill My passing soul deliver: Refrain:
My flesh in hope shall rest And for a season slumber
Till trump from east to west Shall wake the dead in number: Refrain
(“This Joyful Eastertide”, text by George R. Woodward, from the Cowley Carol Book, by Permission of A. R.
Mowbray & Co., Ltd., Oxford, England, used with permission, Lutheran Service Book Hymn License
#100014518.)

INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
EASTER PROCLAMATION:
L:
Christ is risen!
C:
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
OPENING SENTENCES:
L:
Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell
with them.
C:
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be
their God.
L:
C:

He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the
old order of things has passed away.

L:
C:

Christ has risen from the dead.
God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor,

L:
C:

He has given Him dominion over the works of his hands.
He has put all things under his feet.
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L:
C:
All:

If anyone loves me, he will keep my word,
And my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our
home with him.
Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Today we hear Jesus’ command to love people as He loves us. Let’s
confess our failures, receive His forgiveness and ask for the power and
ability to keep this commandment.
C:
God of all people, our hearts are too narrow, our perspectives are too
small. We reject those who are not like us—those with different
political opinions, those who struggle with mental illness, those who
disagree with us.
L:
C:

We forget that all are your beloved children, and neglect your call to love
one another.
Forgive us, O God, for the many ways we have failed to be a people
known by our love. Show us how to be more caring. Teach us how to
love one another, and make us faithful disciples. In the name of
Jesus who first loves us, Amen.

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “This Is the Feast”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, Alpha and Omega, you make your home with us, you dry
our tears and quench our thirst, you are the tender love that
welcomes all people. Like a mother, you nurture your children, giving
them life, teaching them to love. Come and dwell among us, and
make all things new. Amen.

GREETING TIME
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+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST LESSON: Acts 11:1-18
The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the
word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him and
said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.” Starting from the
beginning, Peter told them the whole story: “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I
saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners,
and it came down to where I was. I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild
beasts, reptiles and birds. Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ “I replied,
‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ The voice spoke from
heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.’ This happened
three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. Right then three men who had been
sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. The Spirit told me to have
no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the
man’s house. He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa
for Simon who is called Peter. He will bring you a message through which you and all your
household will be saved.’ As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on
us at the beginning. Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” When they
heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles
God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

EPISTLE LESSON: Revelation 21:1-7
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a
loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he
will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.
‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am
making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To
the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. Those who are
victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children.”
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L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 13.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. If
God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. My
children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I
tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. A new command I give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our risen Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

CHORAL RESPONSE: “The Servant Song” – Richard Gillard
St. Matthew Singers
MESSAGE: “The Choice of Love” – Pastor Bill Hugo
SONG OF THE DAY: “This Is My Commandment”
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CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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C:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PREFACE TO HOLY COMMUNION:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

L:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE:
L:
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.
And most especially are we bound to praise you on his day for the glorious
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By his dying he has
destroyed death, and by his rising again he has restored to us everlasting
life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore
praising you and singing:
SANCTUS: “You Are Holy”
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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DISTRIBUTION SONGS:
“Glorify Thy Name”

“You Are My King”
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
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CLOSING SONG: “Victory Chant”
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Lisa Neaderhiser
Ushers: Alman Team
Altar Guild: Jim Geslin
Power Point: Aidan Neadershiser
Acolyte: Adahlia Eames
Lector: Andrew Wagner
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