THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 8, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome;
to visitors, we extend it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer
fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
We ask that all guests sign a yellow attendance card located in the pew rack, and then
please hand the card to the pastor as you leave the worship service.
Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals and orders of service are
available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, please write it out on one of the green prayer cards
located in the pew rack, and then submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the
service begins. Other prayer requests can be made by calling the church office at 763788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see
and participate during the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in
the back of the worship area and bathrooms with changing tables (including back-up
supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two right turns as you
pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive
internet signal, etc.). These items interfere with our sound system.

+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
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EASTER PROCLAMATION:
L:
Christ is risen!
C:
He is risen indeed! Alleluia
EPISTLE LESSON: Revelation 7:9-17
L:
After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white
robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out
in a loud voice:
C:
“Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb.”
“Hallelujah to the Lamb”
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L:

C:

All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne
and worshiped God, saying:
“Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and
power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”

“Blessing and Honor”
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L:
C:
L:

Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they,
and where did they come from?”
I answered, “Sir, you know.”
And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation;
they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. Therefore, “they are before the throne of God and serve him day
and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them
with his presence. ‘Never again will they hunger; never again will they
thirst. The sun will not beat down on them,’ nor any scorching heat. For
the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he will lead
them to springs of living water.’ ‘And God will wipe away every tear from
their eyes.’

“These are the Ones” – Music Team
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
You are the Good Shepherd, Lord, we hear your call; we know your
voice; we follow your paths. You lead us beside still waters. You
guide us to the springs of life. You shelter us and restore our souls.
In you, we find life everlasting. We come humbly into your presence
this day, in praise, worship, and adoration. Our hearts run over with
your unfailing goodness and never-ending love. In the name of our
Savior, we pray. Amen.

GREETING TIME
5

+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST LESSON: Acts 20:17-35
From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. When they arrived, he said to
them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the
province of Asia. I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe
testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents. You know that I have not hesitated to preach
anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. I
have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith
in our Lord Jesus. And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what
will happen to me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and
hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish
the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good
news of God’s grace. Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching
the kingdom will ever see me again. Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the
blood of any of you. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. Keep
watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be
shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. I know that after I leave,
savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number
men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your
guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with
tears. Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give
you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold
or clothing. You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the
needs of my companions. In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we
must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’ ”

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 23
L:
The LORD is my shepherd;
C:
I shall not want.
L:
C:

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
He leadeth me beside the still waters.

L:
C:

He restoreth my soul:
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
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L:
C:

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil:
For thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

L:
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
C:
Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
ALL: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
CHORAL RESPONSE: “Do You Know Your Shepherd’s Voice?” – Lord
Children’s Choir
HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter ten.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the temple
courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying,
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus
answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about
me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know
them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch
them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can
snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our risen Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” – Blue Hymnal #517
I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.
Day by day, at home, away, Jesus is my staff and stay.
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me,
Into pleasant pastures leads me;
When I thirst, He bids me go Where the quiet waters flow.
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Who so happy as I am, Even now the Shepherd’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended,
By His angel host attended,
He shall fold me to His breast, There within His arms to rest.
(“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”, setting copyright 1982 Concordia Publishing House, used with permission,
Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #10014518.)

MESSAGE: “The Choice of Faith” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
P:
Let’s approach God in prayer: Master, Savior, Shepherd, Messiah—we
know you by many names, Lord. Your presence fills our lives—all that we
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C:

are and all that we have comes from you; all that you do declares your
love for us.
Yet when trouble comes, when adversity plagues us, we wonder
where you are; we even wonder who you are. How quickly we forget
that you are always with us. Forgive us, Lord. Dispel our gloom and
despair. Change our garments of darkness into robes of dazzling
light. Spread your table before us, and feed us from your hand. Lead
us in the paths of righteousness, for it is in your name that we pray.
Amen.

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
DISTRIBUTION SONGS:
“You Make Me Lie Down in Green Pastures”
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“I Want to Be Where You Are”
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
P:
C:

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia

CLOSING SONG: “God Is Good All the Time”
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Louise Roberts
Ushers: Neaderhiser Team
Altar Guild: Pat Rosenberg
Power Point: Aidan Neaderhiser
Acolyte: Josh Neaderhiser
Lector: Bob Lundholm
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