MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP: Walks of the Bible
Walking Through the Valley of the Shadow of Death
March 30, 2022 – Noon and 5:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ ORIENTATION +
OPENING MEDLEY:
“O Dearest Jesus” – Blue Hymnal #119 (st. 1, 4, 6)
O dearest Jesus, what law have you broken
That such sharp sentence should on you be spoken?
Of what great crime have you to make confession,
What dark transgression?
How strange is this great paradox to ponder;
The shepherd dies for sheep who love to wander;
The master pays the debt his servants owe him,
Who would not know him.
O wondrous love, whose depth no heart has sounded,
That brought you here, by foes and thieves surrounded,
Conquer my heart, make love its sole endeavor
Henceforth forever!
(“O, Dearest Jesus”, setting copyright 1982 Concordia Publishing House, used with permission, Lutheran
Service Book Hymn License, #100014518.)

“My Faith Looks Trustingly” – Blue Hymnal #378
My faith looks trustingly To Christ of Calvary,
My Savior true! Lord, hear me while I pray,
Take all my guilt away, Strengthen in ev’ry way My love for You!
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May your rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart,
My zeal inspire; As you have died for me,
My love, adoringly, Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire!
While life’s dark maze I tread And griefs around me spread,
Oh, be my guide; Make darkness turn today,
Wipe sorrow’s tears way, Nor let me ever stray From you aside.
When ends life’s transient dream, When death’s cold, sullen stream
Rolls over me, Blest Savior, then in love Fear and distrust remove;
Oh, bear me safe above, Redeemed and free!
L:
C:

Our walk following Jesus today begins the way our lives begin in baptism,
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
+ OUT FOR A WALK +

L:

C:

L:
C:

We are walking today in a place many of us have walked before with loved
ones and friends. It is a place we will all walk again—the Valley of the
Shadow of Death. While we all walk here, Lent reminds us of the One
who walked it differently—Jesus, our Messiah, who walked the valley of
the shadow of death and rendered it powerless. As we enter into this walk
today to recall something God says about us and about His promises. This
is from 1 John. Let’s read it responsively. “This is the message we have
heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no
darkness at all.
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. But if we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
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L:
C:

Let’s take God at His promises now and confess our sins and trust Him to
forgive them.
Gracious God, we do sin. To say that we don’t would be a lie. We
deserve judgment, Lord, but you promise something else. You
promise forgiveness and cleansing. Forgive us, Lord, purify us and
lead us again to walk in your light. In the Name of Jesus, the Lamb of
God who takes away the sins of the world, Amen.

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
VERSE:
Let us ever walk with Jesus Even when dark is the way.
Rod and staff, they will protect us; He will turn our night to day.
He has made death but a shadow, Harm us now it cannot do
When we have a Shepherd True! So we walk with Him beside us
Fearing not what comes our way, Resurrection wins the Day!
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
O Good Shepherd God, you call us by name, you provide for us and
you lead us to where you want us to go. Give us power to hear your
voice and follow. Give us faith to listen to your promises and trust.
Give us grace to bring all your sheep into your fold. In the Name of
Jesus, who lays down His life for the sheep, Amen.

GREETING TIME
PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 23
L:
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
C:
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside
the still waters.
L:

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his
name's sake.
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ALL: Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort
me.
L:
C:

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

L:
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
ALL: And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Lord, have mercy!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter ten.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!

Children’s Message Fayette: Adahlia Eames
Videographer: Will Hugo
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Noon Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
5:00 p.m. Lay Minister: Lisa Neaderhiser
Ushers: Blase Team
Power Point: Ben Kretschman
Acolyte: Parker Kyseth

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is
not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons
the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my
sheep and my sheep know me—just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay
down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them
also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. The reason
my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. No one takes it from me,
but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.
This command I received from my Father.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “The Lord’s My Shepherd” – Blue Hymnal #416 (st. 1-3)
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me The quiet waters by.
My soul he doth restore again And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness, E’en for his own name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, Yet will I fear no ill;
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For thou art with me, and thy rod And staff me comfort still.
My table thou hast furnished In presence of my foes;
My head thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows.
Goodness and mercy all my life Shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house forevermore My dwelling place shall be
(“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”, setting copyright 1982 Concordia Publishing House, used with
permission, Lutheran Service Book Hymn License, #100014518)

MESSAGE, PART 1: Faye and Fayette
SONG OF THE DAY: “The Lord’s My Shepherd” – Blue Hymnal #416 (st. 4-5)
MESSAGE, PART 2: Pastor Bill Hugo
+ WALKING THE TALK +
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
+ + +
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us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
WHAT HAS GOD SHOWN US ON THIS WALK?
BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “You Are Mine”
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