THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 1, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome;
to visitors, we extend it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer
fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
We ask that all guests sign a yellow attendance card located in the pew rack, and then
please hand the card to the pastor as you leave the worship service.
Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals and orders of service are
available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, please write it out on one of the green prayer cards
located in the pew rack, and then submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the
service begins. Other prayer requests can be made by calling the church office at 763788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see
and participate during the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in
the back of the worship area and bathrooms with changing tables (including back-up
supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two right turns as you
pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive
internet signal, etc.). These items interfere with our sound system.

+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
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EASTER PROCLAMATION:
L:
Christ is risen!
C:
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
EPISTLE LESSON: Revelation 5:8-14
L:
And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twentyfour elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were
holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s
people. And they sang a new song, saying:
C:
“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you
were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from
every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made
them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will
reign on the earth.”
“Worthy Is the Lamb”
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L:

C:

Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands
upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the
throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they were
saying:
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth
and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”
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“You Are Crowned With Many Crowns”

L:
C:

L:

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the
earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying:
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor
and glory and power, for ever and ever!”
The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and
worshiped.
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“To Him Who Sits on the Throne”

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
God of power and might, let your love shine on us and through us to
others. Take the blindness from our eyes and our hearts that we
would recognize your presence in our lives and join you in what you
are doing. Give us the joy of knowing and serving you in all that we
say, think and do. In Jesus’ name, we pray.

GREETING TIME
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+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST LESSON: Acts 9:1-22
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went
to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found
any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to
Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around
him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get
up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” The men traveling with Saul
stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. Saul got up from the
ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into
Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. In Damascus there
was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he
answered. The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man
from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come
and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many
reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he
has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” But the
Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the
Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for
my name.” Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has
sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, something like
scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, and after
taking some food, he regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in
Damascus. At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. All
those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in
Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as
prisoners to the chief priests?” Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews
living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah.

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 21.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this
way: Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons
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of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them,
and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they
caught nothing. Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize
that it was Jesus. He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered.
He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they
were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. Then the disciple whom
Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,”
he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. The
other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore,
about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on
it, and some bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” So Simon
Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but
even with so many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of
the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time Jesus
appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our risen Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

CHORAL RESPONSE: “Serve On!” – Lans Rothfusz
Combined Choirs; Solo by Ben Hugo
MESSAGE: “The Choice of Working in Resurrection” – Pastor Bill Hugo
SONG OF THE DAY: “Amazing Grace/My Chains Are Gone”
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CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
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And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
P:
Before gathering at this altar to receive the Lord’s Supper, let’s examine
ourselves and recognize that we need the forgiveness we are offered.
C:
We rejoice in the wonder of your resurrection, O Christ, but then tend
to sink back into our old ways of thinking and behaving in
responding to people’s needs. We can dance with the angels and all
humankind on Easter Sunday, but the days following the Day of
Resurrection cause us to slip back into apathy or despair. Forgive us
when we so easily become distracted by our own cares and worries
that we ignore the needs of others around us. Forgive us when we
forget your power and love for us. Charge us up, O Lord! Set our
hearts to dancing! Give us a spirit for rejoicing, willing hearts and
hands for helping, voices for praising you forever! Amen.
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FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
DISTRIBUTION SONGS:
“Worthy Is the Lamb Who Was Slain”
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“Worthy, You Are Worthy”
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
P:
C:

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

CLOSING SONG: “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Faustina Allen
Ushers: Blase Team
Altar Guild: Pat Rosenberg
Power Point: Sean Allen
Acolyte: Aubree Allen
Lector: Cheryl Fristad
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