THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 24, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome;
to visitors, we extend it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer
fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
We ask that all guests sign a yellow attendance card located in the pew rack, and then
please hand the card to the pastor as you leave the worship service.
Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals and orders of service are
available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, please write it out on one of the green prayer cards
located in the pew rack, and then submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the
service begins. Other prayer requests can be made by calling the church office at 763788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see
and participate during the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in
the back of the worship area and bathrooms with changing tables (including back-up
supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two right turns as you
pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive
internet signal, etc.). These items interfere with our sound system.

+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
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EASTER PROCLAMATION:
L:
Christ is risen!
C:
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
“All the Earth Will Sing Your Praises”
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EPISTLE LESSON: Revelation 1:4-18
John, to the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is,
and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus
Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a
kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever!
Amen. “Look, he is coming with the clouds,” and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced
him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” So shall it be! Amen. “I am the Alpha
and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”

“Jesus Is Alive”
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I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are
ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of
Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a
trumpet, which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” I turned around to
see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and
among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his
feet and with a golden sash around his chest. The hair on his head was white like wool, as white
as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and
his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming
out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its
brilliance. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on
me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and
now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”

“Alive Forever, Amen”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Breathe the breath of new life and peace into us, O Lord, that we may
fully feel the power of your love and the awesome glory of the
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ. Prepare us to receive your
peace and then to go from this place to bring your peace to others in
your name, Amen.
+ NURTURE +

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST LESSON: Acts 5:12-20
The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used
to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. No one else dared join them, even though they were
highly regarded by the people. Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the
Lord and were added to their number. As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and
laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he
passed by. Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those
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tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were healed. Then the high priest and all his
associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. They
arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. But during the night an angel of the Lord
opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and
tell the people all about this new life.”

L:
C:

The Word of the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

CHORAL OFFERING: “Christ the Lord Is Risen” – Dolores Hruby
Children’s Choir
HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 20.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were
overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has
sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not
forgiven.” Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put
my hand into his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were in the house again, and
Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord
and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” Jesus performed many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his
name.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our risen Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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SONG OF THE DAY: “It Is Well”

MESSAGE: “The Choice of Peace” – Pastor Bill Hugo
GREETING TIME
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
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hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
God promises us peace. Jesus breathes His peace upon us today as we
come to Him confessing our need for forgiveness and peace.
C:
We confess Lord, that like the disciples we live in fear rather than
peace. Like Thomas, we far too often want proof for everything. Lord,
we want proof that someone loves us and live in fear that they don’t;
we want proof that we can trust in others; we want proof that
everything in life is going to turn out all right. Even the news of the
Resurrection does not completely lift the darkness from our lives.
L:
C:

Jesus said to the disciples, just as he says to us, “Peace!”
Lord, forgive our fear and unbelief! Forgive the many times when we
think and act in ways which are hurtful and mean. Heal our wounds.
Bind up our spirits in the cords of your compassion. Help us to place
our peace in you, with our whole hearts, and minds, and spirits, and
souls. For we ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen.

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
13

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
DISTRIBUTION SONGS:
“Agnus Dei”
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“Alabare”
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
P:
Christ is risen!
C:
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
CLOSING SONG: “No Other Name”
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister & Lector: Andrew Wagner
Ushers: Davis Team
Altar Guild: Pat Rosenberg
Power Point: Aidan Neaderhiser
Acolyte: Parker Kyseth
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