PALM SUNDAY/SUNDAY OF THE PASSION
Saturday, April 9, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
(Please rise to face the processional cross)
INVOCATION:
P:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES:
P:
Open to me the gates of righteousness,
C:
That I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.
P:
C:

The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

P:
C:

Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to the Son of David! Hosanna in the highest!

P:
C:

All hail to Jesus, the King of our lives! Lift up your hearts and rejoice in Him!
He came from the very throne of God, but He gave that up to suffer a criminal’s death on
the cross.

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
P:
As we welcome Jesus our King into our midst, let’s confess our need for Him.
C:
Lord Jesus, we are a fickle people, quick to turn away. We are quick to flock to you
when all is well, but we are prone to scatter when there is opposition or criticism. Too
often we have kept silent before you, afraid to proclaim your praise. It is easy to join the
crowd as you ride triumphantly into Jerusalem—singing our joys and expectations,
dancing our hopes and dreams. It is far more difficult to stand by you as the crowd cries
for your crucifixion. Forgive our weakness when we turn away. Strengthen us for the
journey ahead as we relive your suffering and death, that we might stay beside you to
the end. Give us the courage to shout our hosannas, not only today, but each and every
day. Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
P:
C:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12th chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord!

The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They took
palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Blessed is the king of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: “Do not be afraid, Daughter
Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.” At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after
Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that these things had been done to
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him. Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to
spread the word. Many people, because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. So the
Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!”

P:
C:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

P:
C:

Let us go forth in peace.
In the name of the Lord!

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna!” – Blue Hymnal #106
Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang;
Through pillared court and temple The lovely anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them, Close folded to his breast,
The children sang their praises, The simplest and the best.
From Olivet they followed Mid an exultant crowd,
The victor palm branch waving And chanting clear and loud.
The Lord of men and angels Rode on in lowly state
Nor scorned that little children Should on his bidding wait.
“Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing,
For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heav’n our King.
Oh, may we ever praise him With heart and life and voice
And in his blissful presence Eternally rejoice!
(“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”, setting copyright 1982 Concordia Publishing House, used with
Permission, Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #100014518.)

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
With great joy we welcome you, Lord Jesus! The journey has been long and we have
longed to see you enter the Holy City. You come into our hearts and our lives, humbly,
patiently, encouraging us to learn and grow, to embark on journeys of hope and
healing. Open our hearts today to hear your words, as we sing praise to you. Hosanna!
Blessed is the One who comes in the Lord’s name. Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Deuteronomy 32:36-39
The LORD will vindicate his people and relent concerning his servants when he sees their strength is gone and no one is
left, slave or free. He will say: “Now where are their gods, the rock they took refuge in, the gods who ate the fat of their
sacrifices and drank the wine of their drink offerings? Let them rise up to help you! Let them give you shelter! See now
that I myself am he! There is no god besides me. I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal,
and no one can deliver out of my hand.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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EPISTLE LESSON: Philippians 2:5-11
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him
the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SONG OF THE DAY: “No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet”

MESSAGE: “I Protest” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
3

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “Go to Dark Gethsemane” – Blue Hymnal #110, st. 1-3
Go to dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter’s pow’r;
Your Redeemer’s conflict see. Watch with him one bitter hour;
Turn not from his griefs away; Learn from Jesus Christ to pray.
Follow to the judgment hall, View the Lord of life arraigned;
Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs his soul sustained!
Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; Learn from him to bear the cross.
Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; There, adoring at his feet,
Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” hear him cry; Learn from Jesus Christ to die.
+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
Crucifer: Brenda Hugo
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