MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP: Walks of the Bible

Children’s Message Fayette: Adahlia Eames
Videographer: Will Hugo

Walking in the Wilderness
March 16, 2022 – Noon and 5:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Noon Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
5:00 p.m. Lay Minister: Larry Betzold
Ushers: Neaderhiser Team
Power Point: Aidan Neaderhiser
Acolyte: Josh Neaderhiser

+ ORIENTATION +
OPENING MEDLEY:
“Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” – Blue Hymnal #96
Come to Calvary’s holy mountain, Sinners, ruined by the fall;
Here a pure and healing fountain Flows for you, for me, for all,
In a full perpetual tide, Opened when our Savior died.
Come in sorrow and contrition, Wounded, impotent, and blind;
Here the guilty, free remission, Here the troubled, peace may find.
Your true health it will restore, So that you need thirst no more.
Come with hurts and guilts and meanness, Come, however soiled within;
From the most ingrained uncleanness, From pollution by your sin,
Wash your robes and make them white; You shall walk with God in light.
Take the life that lasts forever, Trust this soul-renewing flood.
God is faithful; God will never Break his covenant of blood,
Signed when our Redeemer died, Sealed when he was glorified.
“Beautiful, Scandalous Night”
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INVOCATION:
L:
Our walk following Jesus today begins the way our lives in Christ begin in
baptism, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
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+ + +
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

+ OUT FOR A WALK +
L:

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
C:
WHAT HAS GOD SHOWN US ON THIS WALK?

The Israelites spent 40 years walking in the wilderness. It began when
God brought them out of slavery in Egypt and it ended when they finally
entered the Promised Land—the land promised to Abraham and his
descendants centuries before. That wandering didn’t need to last 40
years. God lengthened their time in the wilderness because of their sin
and their sinful attitudes. They needed a time of transformation to learn to
trust God. We often suffer from the same sinful attitudes and the same
need for transformation and trust. Let’s read what Paul says about that in
Colossians. We’ll read this responsively. “Since, then, you have been
raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God.
Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died,
and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is
your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

BENEDICTION
L:
CLOSING SONG: “You Are My All In All”
C:
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Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.
Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these
ways, in the life you once lived.
But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these:
anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do
not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its
practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge in the image of its Creator.”

L:

We need to heed those words today as we enter into worship. Let’s pour
out our hearts to God in confession. (Silence for individual confession)

L:
C:

Loving God,
Like the Israelites forced to wander in the wilderness because of
their sin, we know disobedience. We know it well. We have set our
minds on earthly things—our own wants and needs—and have
refused to set our hearts on things above. Have mercy on us, forgive
us and transform us to live as people raised with Christ. Renew us in
your image and set our minds solidly on you. In the name of Jesus,
Amen.
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Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” At once the Spirit sent him out into the
wilderness.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
VERSE:
Wilderness we are traversing, Living out life’s daunting test.
We have Jesus here to guide us; In His way we find our rest.
All too often, we have chosen Something other than His will
And yet He accomp’nies still! See His cloud and see His fire:
He is changing us to see Our Land of Eternity
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Numbers 14:13-20
Moses said to the LORD, “Then the Egyptians will hear about it! By your power you brought these
people up from among them. And they will tell the inhabitants of this land about it. They have
already heard that you, LORD, are with these people and that you, LORD, have been seen face to
face, that your cloud stays over them, and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and
a pillar of fire by night. If you put all these people to death, leaving none alive, the nations who
have heard this report about you will say, ‘The LORD was not able to bring these people into the
land he promised them on oath, so he slaughtered them in the wilderness.’ Now may the Lord’s
strength be displayed, just as you have declared: ‘The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love
and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the
children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.’ In accordance with your
great love, forgive the sin of these people, just as you have pardoned them from the time they left
Egypt until now.” The LORD replied, “I have forgiven them, as you asked.”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Lord, have mercy!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter one.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing
made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And
this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.” At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my
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L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” – Blue Hymnal #90
Jesus, refuge of the weary, Blest redeemer, whom we love,
Fountain in life’s desert dreary, Savior from the world above:
Often have your eyes, offended, Gazed upon the sinner’s fall;
Yet upon the cross extended, You have borne the pain of all.
Do we pass that cross unheeding, Breathing no repentant vow,
Though we see you wounded, bleeding, See your thorn-encircled brow?
Yet your sinless death has brought us Life eternal, peace, and rest;
Only what your grace has taught us Calms the sinner’s deep distress.
MESSAGE, PART 1: Faye and Fayette
SONG OF THE DAY: “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” – Blue Hymnal #90
Jesus, may our hearts be burning With more fervent love for you;
May our eyes be ever turning To behold your cross anew
Till in glory, parted never From the blessed Savior’s side,
Graven in our hearts forever, Dwell the cross, the Crucified.
MESSAGE, PART 2: Pastor Bill Hugo
+ WALKING THE TALK +
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
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