ASH WEDNESDAY – Walks of the Bible
Walking in the Garden of Eden
March 2, 2022 – Noon and 5:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ ORIENTATION +
OPENING HYMN: “Savior, When in Dust to You”
Savior, when in dust to you Low we bow in homage due;
When, repentant, to the skies Scarce we lift our weeping eyes;
Oh, by all your pains and woe Suffered once for us below,
Bending from your throne on high, Hear our penitential cry!
By your helpless infant years, By your life of want and tears,
By your days of deep distress In the savage wilderness,
By the dread, mysterious hour Of the insulting tempter’s pow’r,
Turn, oh, turn a fav’ring eye; Hear our penitential cry!
By your hour of dire despair, By your agony of prayer,
By the cross, the nail, the thorn, Piercing spear, and torturing scorn,
By the gloom that veiled the skies O’er the dreadful sacrifice,
Listen to our humble sigh; Hear our penitential cry!
By your deep expiring groan, By the sad sepulchral stone,
By the vault whose dark abode Held in vain the rising God,
Oh, from earth to heav’n restored, Mighty, re-ascended Lord,
Bending from your throne on high, Hear our penitential cry!
INVOCATION:
P:
Baptism puts us on a walk following Jesus, a wonderful walk, where every moment is spent as
a perfectly loved child of God. It is a walk where every wrong we do is forgiven. And it is a walk
that leads ultimately to God’s perfect heaven. Our worship service begins the way that walk of
following Jesus begins in baptism, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C:
Amen.
P:

This Lent, we are going on some walks. We are exploring the different walks of the Bible. We
begin by walking in the Garden of Eden. It is a walk that begins in perfection—perfect
happiness and perfect holiness. Yet it is also a walk that leads to rebellion, disobedience, sin
and death. We have all walked this walk. Listen to the way Paul puts it in Romans 3. Let’s read
this responsively:

P:

“As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands;
there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good, not even one.
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C:

Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit. The poison of vipers is on
their lips. Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed
blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they do not know. There
is no fear of God before their eyes.

P:

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be
declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become
conscious of our sin.”

P:

This Ash Wednesday, we recognize that sin leads to death. We come forward to receive the
mark of death, ashes, upon our heads. But we make that mark in the shape of a cross, the
sign of our baptism and the sign that the death our sin brought has been paid for in the death
of Jesus at the cross. You are invited to take a time of silence to confess your own sin, then
come forward and receive the ashes, in the shape of a cross, upon your forehead. (Time of
silence for personal confession)

IMPOSITION OF ASHES
SONG OF CONFESSION: “Lord, Have Mercy”
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L:

Let’s read the rest of Romans 3 responsively. “But now apart from the law the righteousness of
God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.

C:

This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no
difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ
Jesus.

L:

God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be
received by faith.
He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the
sins committed beforehand unpunished — he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at
the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in
Jesus.”

C:

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
HYMN: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” – Blue Hymnal #381
Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow his example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in his footsteps treading, Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do our Father’s bidding,
Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow where you guide.
Let us suffer here with Jesus And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness; Where he is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter, We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy Shall give way to mirth here-after.
Jesus, here I share your woe; Help me there your joy to know.
Let us gladly die with Jesus. Since by death he conquered death,
He will free us from destruction, Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion That would lead us into sin;
Then by grace we all may win Untold fruits of his creation.
Jesus, unto you I die, There to live with you on high.
Let us also live with Jesus. He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken. Jesus, since you are our head,
We are your own living members; Where you live, there we shall be
In your presence constantly, Living there with you forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be, Life eternal grant to me.
(“Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”, text copyright 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, used with permission Lutheran Service Book Hymn
License #100014518.)

+ OUT FOR A WALK +
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Genesis 3:8-21
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” He
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answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” And he said, “Who told you that
you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” The man said, “The woman you put here with
me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have
done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you
have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust
all the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will
crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” To the woman he said, “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;
with painful labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” To Adam
he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat
from it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. It will
produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your
food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will
return.” Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. The LORD God made
garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Lord, have mercy!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy gospel according to St. John, chapter 11.
C:
Glory to you, O Lord!
On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was less than two
miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus,
“if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last
day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they
die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you
are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Christ, the Life of All the Living” – Blue Hymnal #94
Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Christ, yourself for me once giving To the darkest depths of woe;
Through your suff’ring, death, and merit Life eternal I inherit,
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, Dearest Jesus, unto you.
You have suffered great affliction And have borne it patiently,
Even death by crucifixion, Fully to atone for me;
For you chose to be tormented That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, Dearest Jesus, unto you.
MESSAGE, PART 1: Faye and Fayette
HYMN OF THE DAY:
Then, for all that bought my pardon, For the sorrows deep and sore,
For the anguish in the garden, I will thank you ever-more,
Thank you for the groaning, sighing, For the bleeding and the dying,
For that last triumphant cry, Praise you ever-more on high.
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MESSAGE, PART 2: Pastor Bill Hugo
+ WALKING THE TALK +
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
WHAT HAS GOD SHOWN US ON THIS WALK?
BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”
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+ + +
Children’s Message Fayette: Adahlia Eames
Videographer: Will Hugo
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Noon Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
Solo: Brenda Hugo
5:00 p.m. Lay Minister: Faustina Allen
Solo: Deb Santillo
Ushers: Blase Team
Power Point: Sean Allen
Acolyte: Parker Kyseth
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