THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Saturday, February 19, 2022 – 5:30 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and of the +
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 103
L:
Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
C:
Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits—
L:
C:

Who forgives all your sins
And heals all your diseases,

L:
C:

Who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion,
Who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

“10,000 Reasons”
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L:
C:

The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed.
He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel:

L:
C:

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.
He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever;

L:

He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.
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ALL:

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as
far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

“As High as the Heavens”

P:
C:

As a father has compassion on his children,
So the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
P:
Let’s confess our sins to our merciful God. O God of great compassion, have compassion on your
children.
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C:

It is difficult to let go of our need to fill our lives full of what we want. It is not easy to make
ourselves believe that the meek will inherit the earth. And it is so hard for us to accept your will
for our lives as better than our own will.

P:

Yet, Lord, we know that you know us better than we know ourselves and love us more than we love
ourselves. We know that you are leading us toward the day when all people will love you and love each
other.
So forgive us, Lord. Have mercy and compassion on us. Help us live into that day,
Compassionate One, even when it is difficult, that your love might shine like the sun through
our lives and our ministries. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

C:

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “He Who Began a Good Work in You”

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
God of every blessing, as you sent Joseph into Egypt to save the world from famine, you sent
Jesus into our lives to save us from selfishness and greed. Teach us to love others as you have
loved us, and let us live lives of thanks and praise. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Genesis 45:3-15
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not able to answer him, because
they were terrified at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he
said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For two years now there has
been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and reaping. But God sent me ahead of you
to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So then, it was not you who sent
me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. Now hurry back to
my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me;
don’t delay. You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and
herds, and all you have. I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and
your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’ You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother
Benjamin, that it is really I who am speaking to you. Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about
everything you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.” Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin
and wept, and Benjamin embraced him, weeping. And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his
brothers talked with him.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: I Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42
For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so
in Christ all will be made alive. But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.
Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority
and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is
death…..And as for us, why do we endanger ourselves every hour? I face death every day—yes, just as surely as I boast
about you in Christ Jesus our Lord. If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus with no more than human hopes, what have I
gained? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts
good character.” Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of
God—I say this to your shame. But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?”
How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but
just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of
seed he gives its own body. Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another
and fish another. There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is
one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the
stars another; and star differs from star in splendor. So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown
is perishable, it is raised imperishable.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter six.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray
for those who mistreat you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat,
do not withhold your shirt from them. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not
demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you. If you love those who love you, what credit is that to
you? Even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting
to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the
ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it
will be measured to you.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!
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SONG OF THE DAY: “God Will Make a Way”
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MESSAGE: “The Transformation of Suffering” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION, PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father! There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not: As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.
REFRAIN: Great is Thy faithfulness, Great is Thy faithfulness, Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
REFRAIN:
(“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”, copyright 1923, renewal 1951 Hope Publishing Company, OneLicense.Net #A-704112)

+ + +
Lay Minister: Larry Betzold
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