THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Saturday, February 12, 2022 – 5:30 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
OPENING MEDLEY:
“O God of God, O Light of Light” – Blue Hymnal #83
O God of God, O Light of light, O Prince of Peace and King of kings:
To you in heaven’s glory bright The song of praise forever rings.
To him who shares the Fathers’ throne, The Lamb once slain but raised again,
Be all the glory he has won, All thanks and praise! Amen, amen.
For deep in prophets’ sacred page, And grand in poets’ winged word,
Slowly in type, from age to age The nations saw their coming Lord;
Till through the deep Judean night Rang out the song, “Goodwill to men!”
Sung once by firstborn sons of light, It echoes now, “Goodwill!” Amen.
That life of truth, those deeds of love, That death so steeped in hate and scorn
These all are past, and now above He reigns, our king first crowned with thorn.
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates! So sang that host beyond our ken.
Lift up your heads, your king awaits. We lift them up. Amen, amen.
Then raise to Christ a mighty song, And shout his name, his glories tell!
Sing, heav’nly host, your praise prolong, And all on earth, your anthem swell!
All hail, O lamb for sinners slain! Forever let the song ascend!
All hail, O Lamb enthroned to reign! All hail, all hail! Amen, amen!
(“O God of God, O Light of Light”, copyright 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, used with permission, Lutheran Service Book Hymn
License #100014518.)

“Bring Forth the Kingdom”
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INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES:
L:
You, LORD, are my lamp;
C:
The LORD turns my darkness into light.
L:
C:

Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, who walk in the light of your
presence, LORD.
They rejoice in your name all day long; they celebrate your righteousness.

L:
C:

Light shines on the righteous and joy on the upright in heart.
Rejoice in the LORD, you who are righteous, and praise his holy name.

L:

Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, for those who are gracious and compassionate
and righteous.
The path of the righteous is like the morning sun, shining ever brighter till the full light
of day.

C:

L:
C:

I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the
Gentiles,

L:
C:

To open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison
And to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.
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L:
C:

Hear, LORD, and be merciful to me;
LORD, be my help.

L:
C:

Send me your light and your faithful care, let them lead me;
Let them bring me to your holy mountain, to the place where you dwell.

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
The Lord comes into our darkness with His light. Yet often we choose to walk in darkness. We
come now before the Light of the World to confess our need for forgiveness.
C:
Almighty God, we have chosen darkness over light, comfort over sacrifice, our own
contentment over justice. In doing so, we haven’t loved you fully, nor have we loved
our neighbors. Forgive us, Lord and take our hands and lead us in the ways you want
us to go. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “Beautiful Savior” medley
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Beautiful Savior, King of creation
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love thee, Truly I’d serve thee,
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,
Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels in the sky.
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
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C:

And also with you.

L:
C:

Let us pray.
Beautiful Savior, you have called us to follow you and join you in your mission of
making disciples and redeeming the world. Let us, by word and deed, reflect your
beauty to those around us, showing them who you are in such a way that they want to
follow. In the name of Jesus, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever, Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Deuteronomy 4:9-10; 6:1-9
“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart
from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children and your children's children— how on the day
that you stood before the Lord your God at Horeb, the Lord said to me, ‘Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear
my words, so that they may learn to fear me all the days that they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children
so.’”… “Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the Lord your God commanded me to teach you,
that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, that you may fear the Lord your God, you and
your son and your son's son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of
your life, and that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you,
and that you may multiply greatly, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and
honey. Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when
you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your
eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 1 – “We Shall Not Be Moved”
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EPISTLE LESSON: I Corinthians 15:12-20
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of
the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been
raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God,
for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not
raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith
is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have
hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter six.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great number of
people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, who had come to hear
him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by impure spirits were cured, and the people all tried to touch
him, because power was coming from him and healing them all. Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who
are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you
who weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and
reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in
heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets. But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received
your comfort. Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn
and weep. Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Blest Are They”
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MESSAGE – Pastor Mark Moss
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “O God of Light”
O God of light, Your Word, a lamp unfailing,
Shall pierce the darkness of our earthbound way
And show Your grace, Your plan for us unveiling,
And guide our footsteps to the perfect day.
From days of old, through blind and willful ages,
Though we rebelled, You gently sought again,
And spoke through saints, apostles, prophets, sages,
Who wrote with eager or reluctant pen.
Undimmed by time, those words are still revealing
To sinful hearts Your justice and Your grace;
And questing spirits, longing for your healing,
See Your compassion in the Savior’s face.
To all the world Your summons You are sending,
Through all the earth, to ev’ry land and race,
That myriad tongues, in one great anthem blending,
May praise and celebrate Your gift of grace.
(“O God of Light”, text by Sarah E. Taylor, copyright 1952, renewed 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing, used with
permission Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #100014518.)

+ + +
Lay Minister: Larry Betzold
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