VOICES OF HOPE FROM AROUND THE WORLD
MIDWEEK ADVENT SERIES 2021: Running to Hope - Uganda
December 22, 2021 – 5:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
OPENING MEDLEY:
“My Soul Rejoices”

“First Song of Isaiah”
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INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and of the +
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
CANDLELIGHTING LITANY:
L:
God of Joy, we come before you with eager hearts. We still wait in hope, and yet we are filled with your
song of love. We light candles trusting that the smallest flame can drive out our greatest fears. We
anticipate your coming among us with peace and thankfulness. As we await your coming, light a flame
within us:
C:
May we shine with the brightness of your hope.
L:
C:

God of Joy, as we light this fourth candle, we remember with gratitude the song you placed in Mary’s
heart. May we know the joy of your presence. Open our hearts to meet friends and neighbors with the
same welcome Elizabeth gave Mary. May our joy be multiplied. Light a flame within us:
May we shine with the brightness of your joy.
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L:

C:

God of Joy, we remember today our brothers and sisters in Africa and beyond who work and steward the
land to provide for their families. Incline our hearts to listen to their prayers. Teach us to sing a song of
hope, and to join our voices as one. Let us share our abundance so that others may not only survive,
but thrive. Light a flame within us:
May we shine with the brightness of your hope.

L:
C:

God of Joy, keep our spirits rejoicing and proclaiming the holiness of God’s name.
Guide us in these Advent days until our Savior is born among us.

L:

Turn our attention to you, the One who is our song, our hope and our joy. We pray all this in the name of
Jesus, the light that has no end.
Amen.

C:

CANDLELIGHTING SONG: “Light the Candle”
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CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
As we continue this Advent road, we are awaiting a Savior and the hope that He brings. We need this
Savior. We need to be saved—saved from our sins and their consequences. Let’s confess that now.
C:
Lord, we do need you. We can’t save ourselves. Every time we try, we find out how hopeless we
are. There is so much we could be doing, big and small, to be a blessing in your kingdom and
help others find hope. Yet we do so little. We fail to love you and love our neighbors as
ourselves. So cover us with your grace tonight—the grace that comes from a Savior who lived
perfectly and died innocently for us. In the name of our Savior Jesus, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “Hosanna”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
We are waiting in hope, Lord. And that hope makes us sing.

L:
C:

We are waiting in Hope, Lord, waiting for you to bring forth your fruit.
As we wait in hope, Lord, let us be alert and active. Give us compassionate hearts to see the
needs around us and see how you can use us to meet those needs.

L:
C:

Open our eyes to see you at work right now, right here, even as we wait.
Open our eyes to see your plan for us to be used right here, right now as we serve you by
serving others. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

GREETING TIME
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 35:1-7
The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst into
bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;
they will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God. Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way;
say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine
retribution he will come to save you.” Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and
streams in the desert. The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where
jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to our God, who gives us peace!

EPISTLE LESSON: 2 Timothy 4:1-8
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his
kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when people will not put up with sound
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their
itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your head
in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. For I am already
being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to our God, who gives us peace!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter one.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
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L:

C:

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered
Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in
her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are
you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of
my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my
womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to
her!” And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of
the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the
Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who
fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has
scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their
thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the
rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and
his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.”

L:

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”
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MESSAGE, part 1: Faye the Follower
VIDEO: “Running to Hope - God at Work in Uganda”
MESSAGE, part 2: Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “Come, O Long-Expected Jesus” – Blue Hymnal #22
Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free;
From our fears and sins release us by your death on Calvary.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope to all the earth impart,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart.
Born your people to deliver, born a child and yet a king;
orn to reign in us forever, now your gracious kingdom bring,
By your own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By your all-sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne.
(“Come, O Long-Expected Jesus”, arrangement copyright 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, used with permission, Lutheran Service
Book Hymn License #100014518).

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Larry Betzold
Ushers: Nelson Team
Acolyte: Parker Kyseth
Power Point: Aubree Allen
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