THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Saturday, January 22, 2022 – 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, January 23, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to visitors, we extend
it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
We ask that all guests sign a yellow attendance card located in the pew rack, and then please hand the card
to the pastor as you leave the worship service.
Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals and orders of service are available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, please write it out on one of the green prayer cards located in the pew rack,
and then submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the service begins. Other prayer requests can be
made by calling the church office at 763-788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see and participate during
the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in the back of the worship area and bathrooms
with changing tables (including back-up supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two
right turns as you pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive internet signal, etc.). These
items interfere with our sound system.
+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and of the +
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES:
L:
Each one of us comes into God’s house individually, from different backgrounds, families, situations,
experiences, challenges, and joys. But here in God’s house, we are not just a collection of individuals,
but joined together as one person, one Body.
C:
“But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel:
‘Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. Bring my
sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth—everyone who is called by my
name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.’”
RESPONSE: “Make Us One”
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L:
C:

This unity happens because we have been gathered by one Baptism in one faith in one Lord, our God,
whose greatness has been shown in our hearts and to the world in his Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.
“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with
Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not
made up of one part but of many.”

RESPONSE: “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise From Death”

L:
C:

Here our Lord speaks, and we listen. And in the listening, we are moved to repentance and faith, true
repentance of hearts over our sins and true faith that knows that the Scripture, the Word of God, is
fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ.
“The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are
radiant, giving light to the eyes. They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they
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are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. May these words of my mouth and
this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.”
RESPONSE: “Thy Word”

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Let us confess our sins to God, our merciful Father.
C:
Merciful God, you call us to be your presence, your body in this world, but too often we get
caught up in being a hand or a foot, and lose sight of the overarching mission you set before
us.
L:

C:

We fracture into pieces. We go our separate ways, forgetting we need each other to be whole. You
have given us your law to be our guide, but we turn our backs on what we see as rules and restrictions,
fearful that we will not live up to your expectations.
Forgive us, Lord, and help us see with new eyes, and hear with the ears of our heart, the
liberating spirit of the law that strengthens and revives and enables us to be and do all you call
us to be and do. O God of peace and justice, help us be faithful witnesses to your law of love
and unity. Amen.

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED

3

SONG OF PRAISE: “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
O wondrous God, on this holy day, we have gathered together once again to celebrate your
presence among us, to praise you, and to thank you for all you have given us. May this time of
worship strengthen and refresh us, and fill us with such joy that we cannot help but share it
with everyone around us. Though we are very different people, with many different talents and
gifts, make us one in your Spirit, that we may be your ministers in the world. In the name of
Jesus, Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
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All the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring
out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel. So on the first day of the seventh
month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were
able to understand. He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the
presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the
Law….Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it,
the people all stood up. Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded,
“Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground….They read from the
Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what was being read.
Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people
said to them all, “This day is holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as
they listened to the words of the Law. Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to
those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “The Joy of the Lord”

EPISTLE LESSON: I Corinthians 12:12-31
L:
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.
C:
For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave
or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
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L:
C:

Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.
Now if the foot should say,

L:

“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of
the body.
And if the ear should say,

C:
L:
C:

“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of
the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were
an ear, where would the sense of smell be?
But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to
be.

L:
C:

If they were all one part, where would the body be?
As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

L:

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need
you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts
that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are
treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put
the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in
the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.
If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

C:
L:

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And God has placed in the
church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of
helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all
interpret? Now eagerly desire the greater gifts.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter four.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his
custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place
where it is written: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes
of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”
they asked. Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will tell me,
‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet
is accepted in his hometown. I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut
for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but
to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the
prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” All the people in the synagogue were furious
when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was
built, in order to throw him off the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!
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SONG OF THE DAY: “We Are One in the Spirit”

MESSAGE: “We’re All in This Together” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
10:00 a.m. only GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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C:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “We Are Called to Stand Together”
We are called to stand together With the saints of ages past,
With the patriarchs and prophets In the faith they once held fast;
Promises and hopes they treasure Now we find fulfilled at last!
Those whom Jesus called apostles Journeyed with Him side by side,
Heard His teaching, felt His power, Saw the way He lived and died;
Then the news of resurrection They delivered far and wide.
Through the intervening ages Round the world the Gospel spread:
Faithful heralds took the message, Guided where the Spirit led;
So the body grew in stature, Serving Christ, the living head.
Now in many tongues and cultures Songs of celebration ring;
Millions who confess our Savior Honor Him as Lord and King
And, for courage, grace and guidance Ev’ry day their prayers they bring.
To each coming generation Tell the truth, persuade, explain,
Till the time when time is ended, Till the Savior comes again
Till the saints are all united Under Christ’s eternal reign!
(“We Are Called to Stand Together”, text copyright 2000 Kevin Mayhew Ltd, used with permission, Lutheran Service Book Hymn
License #100014518.)

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
5:30 p.m. –
Lay Minister: Jim Geslin
Song Leader: Deb Santillo
10:00 a.m. –
Lay Minister: Andrew Wagner
Song Leader: Louise Roberts
Ushers: Alman Team
Power Point: Caitlin Kyseth
Acolyte: Parker Kyseth
Lector: Marilyn Kirk
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