VOICES OF HOPE FROM AROUND THE WORLD
MIDWEEK ADVENT SERIES 2021: Sharing in Hope - Lebanon
December 15, 2021 – 5:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
OPENING MEDLEY:
“Christ, Be Our Light”
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“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” – Blue Hymnal #14
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings!
Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there.
We hail you as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward;
Without your grace we waste away Like flow’rs that wither and decay.
Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, And make us rise to fall no more;
Oh, let your face upon us shine And fill the world with love divine.
All praise to you, eternal Son, Whose advent has our freedom won,
Whom with the Father we adore, And Holy Spirit, evermore.
(“Oh Jordan’s Bank”, setting from the Cowley Carol Book, by permission of A. R. Mowbray & Co., Ltd., Oxford, England, Lutheran
Service Book Hymn License #100014518.)

INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and of the +
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
CANDLELIGHTING LITANY:
L:
God of Generosity, as the days grow shorter, increase our devotion to you. Help us to listen for your
voice. We wait in hope. We light candles trusting that the smallest flame can drive out our greatest fears.
We anticipate your coming among us with peace and thankfulness. As we await your coming, light a
flame within us:
C:
May we shine with the brightness of your hope.
L:
C:
L:

God of Generosity, as we light this third candle, increase in us a desire to share your love. Open our
eyes to see what we have been given, and to offer our gifts to others. If we have goods and clothing,
help us to share. If we have hope, help us to share. Light a flame with us:
May we shine with the brightness of your generosity.

C:

God of Generosity, we remember today our sisters and brothers in Lebanon. You are a God who knows
what it means to wander and seek safety and shelter. Provide peace and calm to those who flee their
homes in Syria. Give them good shelter and welcoming hearts. We pray for their safety, and trust that
you walk with them. Light a flame within us:
May we shine with the brightness of your hope.

L:
C:

God of Generosity, open our hearts, minds and hands. Help us to see the abundance in our midst.
Guide us in these Advent days until our Savior is born among us.

L:

Turn our attention to you, the One who is our song, our hope and our joy. We pray all this in the name of
Jesus, the light that has no end.
Amen.

C:

CANDLELIGHTING SONG: “Light the Candle”
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CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
As we continue this Advent road, we are awaiting a Savior and the hope that He brings. We need this
Savior. We need to be saved—saved from our sins and their consequences. Let’s confess that now.
C:
Lord, we do need you. We can’t save ourselves. Every time we try, we find out how hopeless we
are. You call us to share what we have and to be a blessing in the lives of others. Yet we get so
selfish and only want to bless ourselves and those close to us. So cover us with your grace
tonight—the grace that comes from a Savior who lived perfectly and died innocently for us. In
the name of our Savior Jesus, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “Heaven Is In My Heart”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
We are waiting in hope, Lord. And that hope makes us sing.

L:
C:

We are waiting in hope, Lord, waiting for you to bring forth your fruit.
As we wait in hope, Lord, let us be alert and active. Let our generosity reflect the hope that we
have.

L:
C:

Open our eyes to see you at work right now, right here, even as we wait.
Open our eyes to see your plan for us to be used right here, right now as we serve you by
serving others. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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GREETING TIME
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 58:6-11
“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the
oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with
shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? Then your light
will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the
glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and he will
say: Here am I. If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, and if you spend
yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and
your night will become like the noonday. The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched
land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to our God, who gives us joy!

EPISTLE LESSON: I John 3:16-18
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on
them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and
in truth.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to our God, who gives us joy!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter three.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the
trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” “What should we do
then?” the crowd asked. John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and
anyone who has food should do the same.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what
should we do?” “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. Then some soldiers asked him, “And
what should we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.” The
people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. John
answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I
am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” And with many
other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Holy Child Within the Manger”
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MESSAGE, part 1: Faye the Follower
VIDEO: “Sharing in Hope - God at Work in Lebanon”
MESSAGE, part 2: Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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C:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “Come, O Long-Expected Jesus” – Blue Hymnal #22
Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free;
From our fears and sins release us by your death on Calvary.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope to all the earth impart,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart.
Born your people to deliver, born a child and yet a king;
orn to reign in us forever, now your gracious kingdom bring,
By your own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By your all-sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne.
(“Come, O Long-Expected Jesus”, arrangement copyright 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, used with permission, Lutheran Service
Book Hymn License #100014518).

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Larry Betzold
Ushers: Blase Team
Acolyte: Josh Neaderhiser
Power Point: Aidan Neaderhiser
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