VOICES OF HOPE FROM AROUND THE WORLD
MIDWEEK ADVENT SERIES 2021: Waiting in Hope - Honduras
December 1, 2021 – 5:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
OPENING MEDLEY: “Come, O Precious Ransom, Come” – Blue Hymnal #34
Come, O precious Ransom come, Only hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world; Open are to you all portals.
Come, your beauty let us view; Anxiously we wait for you.
Enter now my waiting heart, Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and never leave, Though I am but poor and lowly.
What vast riches will be mine When you are my guest divine!
My hosannas and my palms Graciously receive, I pray you;
Evermore, as best I can, Homage I will gladly pay you,
And in faith I will embrace Life eternal by your grace.
Hail! Hosanna! David's Son! Jesus, hear our supplication!
Let your kingdom, scepter, crown Bring us blessing and salvation
That forever we may sing; Hail! Hosanna to our king!
“Emmanuel”

INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and of the +
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
CANDLELIGHTING LITANY: Hope
L:
God of Hope, your light shines. Your presence walks with us. Your Spirit longs to draw us close. We are
waiting. We are alert. We are hopeful. We light candles trusting that the smallest flame can drive out our
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C:
L:
C:
L:

greatest fears. We anticipate your coming among us with peace and thankfulness. As we await your
coming, light a flame within us:
May we shine with the brightness of your hope.
God of Hope, as we light this first candle, open our eyes to your signs and wonders. Turn our attention
to the beauty of creation and the gifts of humanity. When our hearts are heavy, give us peace. When our
world feels uncertain, ground us in your grace. Light a flame within us:
May we shine with the brightness of your hope.

C:

God of Hope, we remember today our sisters and brothers in Latin America. The people who have lost
so much from Hurricanes Eta and Iota, the people who trust in your solid ground, the people who long to
find relief from the storms of life. We pray for your presence, attention, and protection for our neighbors.
Light a flame within us:
May we shine with the brightness of your hope.

L:
C:

God of Hope, keep us on guard for signs of your presence and love. Fill our hearts with strength.
Guide us in these Advent days until our Savior is born among us.

L:

Turn our attention to you, the One who is our song, our hope and our joy. We pray all this in the name of
Jesus, the light that has no end.
Amen.

C:

CANDLELIGHTING SONG: “Light the Candle”
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CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
As we enter into Advent, we are awaiting a Savior and the hope that He brings. We need this Savior.
We need to be saved—saved from our sins and their consequences. Let’s confess that now.
C:
Lord, we do need you. We can’t save ourselves. Every time we try, we find out how hopeless we
are. We can pretend that we have conquered our sin, bad choices, and bad habits, but we
haven’t. We’ve failed. So cover us with your grace tonight—the grace that comes from a Savior
who lived perfectly and died innocently for us. In the name of our Savior Jesus, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
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SONG OF PRAISE: “Jesus Paid It All”
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(“Jesus Paid It All”, arr. by Alex Nifong, copyright 2006 worshiptogether.com songs, CCLI Lic. #921494.)

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
We are waiting in hope, Lord. Waiting on you to renew our strength so that we can walk and run
and soar with Jesus.

L:
C:

We are waiting in hope, Lord, waiting for you to bring forth your fruit.
As we wait in hope, Lord, let us be alert and active. Let us be doing those things that come with
loving God and loving our neighbor.

L:
C:

Open our eyes to see you at work right now, right here, even as we wait.
Open our eyes to see your plan for us to be used right here, right now as we serve you by
serving others. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

GREETING TIME
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 40:28-31
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He
does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no
might he increases strength. Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait
for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they
shall walk and not faint.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to our God, who gives us hope!
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EPISTLE LESSON: James 5:7-11
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth,
being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the
Judge is standing at the door. As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord. Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of
Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to our God, who gives us hope!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 21.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and
tossing of the sea. People will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will
be shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things
begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” He told them this
parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that
summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell
you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will never pass away. Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. For it will come on all those who live on the face of the
whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you
may be able to stand before the Son of Man.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “All Earth Is Hopeful”
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MESSAGE, part 1: Faye the Follower
VIDEO: “Waiting in Hope - God At Work in Honduras”
MESSAGE, part 2: Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: “Come, O Long-Expected Jesus” – Blue Hymnal #22
Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free;
From our fears and sins release us by your death on Calvary.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope to all the earth impart,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart.
Born your people to deliver, born a child and yet a king;
Born to reign in us forever, now your gracious kingdom bring,
By your own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By your all-sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne.
(“Come, O Long-Expected Jesus”, arrangement copyright 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, used with permission, Lutheran Service
Book Hymn License #100014518).

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Jim Geslin
Ushers: Davis Team
Power Point: Ben Kretschman
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