THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
December 26, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome;
to visitors, we extend it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer
fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
We ask that all guests sign a yellow attendance card located in the pew rack, and then
please hand the card to the pastor as you leave the worship service.
Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals and orders of service are
available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, please write it out on one of the green prayer cards
located in the pew rack, and then submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the
service begins. Other prayer requests can be made by calling the church office at 763788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see
and participate during the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in
the back of the worship area and bathrooms with changing tables (including back-up
supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two right turns as you
pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive
internet signal, etc.). These items interfere with our sound system.

+ CONNECT +
CHRISTMAS MEDLEY:
“Love Has Come”
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“Again and Again”
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INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 111
L:
God provided redemption for his people;
C:
Holy and awesome is his name!
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L:
C:

Praise the LORD! I will extol the LORD with all my heart,
In the council of the upright and in the assembly.

L:
C:

Great are the works of the LORD;
They are pondered by all who delight in them.

L:
C:

Glorious and majestic are his deeds,
And his righteousness endures forever.

L:
C:

He has caused his wonders to be remembered;
The LORD is gracious and compassionate.

L:
C:

God provided redemption for his people;
Holy and awesome is his name!

L:
C:

He provides food for those who fear him;
He remembers his covenant forever.

L:
C:

The works of his hands are faithful and just;
All his precepts are trustworthy.

L:
C:

They are established for ever and ever,
Enacted in faithfulness and uprightness.

L:
C:

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
All who follow his precepts have good understanding. To him
belongs eternal praise.

L:
C:

God provided redemption for his people;
Holy and awesome is his name!

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Let’s come boldly before our holy and awesome God and confess our
need for Him.
C:
Holy and Awesome God, it's only the day after the Christmas
celebration and we are exhausted. People have come and gone;
gatherings are winding down; we are being reminded of the
“normalcy" of life returning to us. We don't want to go there just yet.
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L:
C:

We want to linger in the wonder and warmth of the season.
Forgive us when we don't seem to realize your wonder and warmth in
our lives all the time. Forgive us when we assign wonder only to
Christmas, and then to Easter and seem to dwell on the mundane the
rest of the time. Give us courage to live as people of the Light, those
who find your wonderful, comforting, encouraging presence in our
lives at all times. Strengthen us for joyful service in your name.
Amen.

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “God Loves Me Dearly”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
O God who walks quietly with each one of us, help us to place our
trust in your guiding care for us as we gather to learn the great
lessons of living in peaceful community with each other. Prepare us
to be witnesses of your love and forgiveness. Make us ready to work
for you in your mission; for we ask this in the name of Jesus, your
beloved Son. Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: I Kings 19:9-13
There Elijah went into a cave and spent the night. And the word of the LORD came to him: “What
are you doing here, Elijah?” He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty.
The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death
with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” The LORD said, “Go
out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.”
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the
LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD
was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And
after the fire came a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and
went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?”

L:
C:

The Word of the newborn King.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: Colossians 3:12-17
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any
of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the
message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all
wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your
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hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

L:
C:

The Word of the newborn King.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “Let the Peace of Christ Rule in Your Hearts”

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter two.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
L:

When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of
Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be
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C:

consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is
said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” Now
there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he
went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus
to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his
arms and praised God, saying:
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your
servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you
have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”

L:

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined
to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will
be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.
And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There was also a prophet,
Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she
had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was
a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped
night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very
moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who
were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. When Joseph and
Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned
to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became
strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace”
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MESSAGE: “Christmas in a Gentle Whisper” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
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who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “What Child is This?” – Blue Hymnal #61
What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud, The babe, the son of Mary!
Why lies he in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary!
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary!
+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Andrew Wagner
Ushers: Alman Team
Power Point: Caitlin Kyseth
Acolyte: Ben Kretschman
Lector: Cheryl Fristad
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