A DAY OF NATIONAL THANKSGIVING
“Following Jesus in Thankfulness”
Wednesday, November 24, 2021 – 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, November 25, 2021 – 10:00 a.m. (online)
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
OPENING MEDLEY:
“We Praise You, O God” – Blue Hymnal #494
We praise you, O God, our redeemer, creator;
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before you, we kneel and adore you;
We bless your holy name, glad praises we sing.
We worship you, God of our fathers, we bless you;
Through trial and tempest our guide you have been.
When perils o’ertake us, you will not forsake us,
And with your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.
With voices united our praises we offer
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.
With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us.
To you, our great redeemer, forever be praise!
“Give Thanks”
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Louise Roberts
Usher: Doug Rosenberg
Power Point: Ben Kretschman
Acolyte: Aubree Allen

“Forever”
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INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
LITANY OF THANKSGIVING:
L:
The theme for our Thanksgiving service this year, and what a year it has
been, comes from Colossians 2:6-7: “So then, just as you received Christ
Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him,
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with
thankfulness.”

C:
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Let us pray: It has been quite a year since we gathered here last
Thanksgiving, Lord. We were really expecting something different this
year. And yet, because we are followers of Jesus
We are overflowing in thankfulness.
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L:

C:
L:
C:
L:

C:
L:
C:
L:

All:

We have continued to experience quarantine and social distancing. We’ve
stayed home from work and school. We have lost time with family and
friends. Restaurants, movies, malls—we’ve given all that up. And the
times we feel like smiling, our smiles are hidden behind masks. And yet,
because we are followers of Jesus
We are overflowing in thankfulness.
Our city has experienced the fear, turmoil and violence that accompanies
injustice. Lives have been lost. Businesses have been lost. Trust has been
lost. And yet, because we are followers of Jesus
We are overflowing in thankfulness.
We have allowed politics to separate us from our neighbors, our friends
and our families. We have lost even more of our unity, and worse yet, we
have failed to do anything about it. Our nation seems so wounded and
broken. And yet, because we are followers of Jesus
We are overflowing in thankfulness.
Many who celebrated thanksgiving with us last year are no longer here, so
we grieve. And yet, because we are followers of Jesus
We are overflowing in thankfulness.
Our world has changed, Lord. Our church has changed. We’ve changed.
But you haven’t changed! O changeless God—the same yesterday, today
and forever—your love is just as strong, your power is just as steady, your
will is still in place. So it is right that we, with all the church on earth and in
heaven say:
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live
your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith
as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
GATHERING AND BLESSING OF THE OFFERINGS
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – L: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
L:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “God is Good”

WORDS OF GRACE AND HOPE
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:

Let us pray.
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Part 5: Following Jesus in Retirement
Psalm 71:16-18 - I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, Sovereign LORD; I
will proclaim your righteous deeds, yours alone. Since my youth, God, you have
taught me, and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. Even when I am old
and gray, do not forsake me, my God, till I declare your power to the next
generation, your mighty acts to all who are to come.
Message: Christine Eid
Prayer:
L:
Let us pray.
C:
Lord, just as you have caused the seasons of the year to change,
you bring about changes to the seasons of our lives. Thank you for
the gracious way you have ordained that, Lord. Give us health and
strength to follow your callings all the days of our lives. In Jesus’
name, Amen.
Response: “Our God, Our Help In Ages Past” – Blue Hymnal #180
Our God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home:
Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is your arm alone, And our defense is sure.
Before the hills in order stood Or earth received its frame
From everlasting you are God, To endless years the same.
A thousand ages in your sight Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun.

C:

Lord God, forever faithful, as we set aside time today to be a people
of thanksgiving, focus us where we need to be focused. Focus us on
all the ways you are good to us. Let us find a healthy center in your
perfect love. Empower us and move us in gratitude to reach out to
bless others. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

GREETING TIME
HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 17.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. As
he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and
called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” When he saw them, he said, “Go,
show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. One of them, when he
saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and
thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the
other nine? Has no one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to
him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Now Thank We All Our God” – Blue Hymnal # 443
Now thank we all our God With hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, In whom his world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms Has blest us on our way
With countless gifts of love And still is ours today.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten, as a dream, dies at the op’ning day.

Oh, may this bounteous God Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts And blessed peace to cheer us
And keep us in his grace And guide us when perplexed
And free us from all harm In this world and the next!

Our God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Still be our guard while troubles last And our eternal home!

All praise and thanks to God The Father now be given,
The Son, and him who reigns With them in highest heaven,
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The one eternal God, Whom earth and heav’n adore;
For thus it was, is now, And shall be evermore.
(“Now Thank We All Our God”, this setting copyright 1955 Choralbuch, used with permission, Lutheran
Service Book Hymn License #100014518)

the way we handle ourselves at work reflect the fact that we are
yours. In then name of Jesus, Amen.
Response: “Light of the World”

MESSAGE: “Following Jesus in Thankfulness”

Part 1: Following Jesus in Family
Colossians 3:12-14 - Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put
on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
Message: Faustina and Sean Allen
Prayer:
L:
Let us pray:
C:
What a gift you have given us in family, Lord. As we enter the season
where we focus so much on the Holy Family, draw us more and more
into the holiness of our own earthly families. Make us thankful for
each other. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
Response: “Bind Us Together”

8

13

Part 3: Following Jesus in Marriage
Eccl. 4:9-12 - Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their
labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who
falls and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down together, they will keep
warm. But how can one keep warm alone? Though one may be overpowered,
two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.
Message: Larry Betzold
Prayer:
L:
Let us pray.
C:
God, you said yourself it is not good for man to be alone, and you
created marriage. Thank you for this great gift. We ask you to bless
all marriages with growing love for you and for one another. And we
ask also, Lord, that single people would find your blessing in
singleness. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Choral Response: “Be Joyful in the Lord” – Francois Couperin
Combined Choirs

Part 4: Following Jesus in Employment
Matthew 5:13-16 - “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how
shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be
thrown out and trampled under people's feet. You are the light of the world. A city
set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
Message: Lisa Neaderhiser
Prayer:
L:
Let us pray.
C:
Lord, You have given us time, abilities and energy so we could find
employment and provide for our families and ourselves. Thank you
for that gift. Bless all who labor, Lord, with health and strength. Let
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Part 2: Following Jesus in Friendships
John 15:12-17 - My command is this: Love each other as I have loved
you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you
servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made
known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that
you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in
my name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other.
Message: Will Hugo
Prayer:
L:
Let us pray.
C:
Thank you, Lord, for friends and friendships. Continue to bless us
with Christian friendships that we might be encouragers to each
other. Give us friends who are not yet Christian that they might find
your love in us. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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Response: “Redeemer, Savior, Friend”

(“Redeemer, Savior, Friend”, copyright 1999 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music, CCLI Lic. #921494.)
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