THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, October 23, 2021 – 5:30 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
OPENING MEDLEY: “Open the Eyes of My Heart/Holy, Holy, Holy”
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(Repeat “Open the Eyes of My Heart”)
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES:
L:
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dreamed.
C:
Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy.
L:
C:

Then it was said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy.

L:
C:

The LORD gives sight to the blind,
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous.

L:
I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them;
C:
I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth.
ALL: These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the
poor.
C:
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind,
ALL: To set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
L:

L:
C:

“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said,
“Rabbi, I want to see.”

CONFESSION OF OUR SINS: “Just As I Am” – Blue Hymnal #359
Just as I am, without one plea But that thy blood was shed for me
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
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Just as I am and waiting not To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, though tossed about With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need, in thee to find, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
L:

C:

L:
C:

When we look at God’s solution to the problem of our sin, we see just how drastic the problem
is. Let’s confess to God now just how drastically we need the forgiveness that comes from the
perfect life and innocent death of Jesus.
We think that we want to be healed of our blindness, gracious God, but actually we have
become so comfortable in our darkness that we fear the light. It is as though we are
living in a cave, and rather than take a risk to face the light, we prefer to face the dark
wall.
Give us courage to take risks which will result in not only our own transformation, but also in
transformational opportunities for others.
Forgive our stubborn insistence on living in darkness. Take our hands and lead us to
the light. In Jesus’ name and for His sake, Amen.

“Just as I Am”
Just as I am, thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am; thy love unknown Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “How Can I Thank You, Lord” – Blue Hymnal #385 (st. 1, 3, 5)
How can I thank you, Lord, For all your loving kindness,
That you have patiently Endured my sinful blindness!
When dead in many sins And trespasses I lay,
I kindled, holy God, Your anger ev’ry day.
Lord, you have raised me up To joy and exultation
And clearly shown the way That leads me to salvation.
My sins are washed away; For this I thank you, Lord,
That in my heart and soul I have all sin abhorred.
O Father, God of Love, Accept my supplication;
O Savior, Son of God, Grant me your full salvation;
O Holy Spirit, be My ever faithful guide
That I may serve you here And there with you abide.
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
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L:
C:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, as we worship you and celebrate your glorious resurrection, open our
eyes so that we may see — open the eyes of our minds to learning and understanding;
open the eyes of our hearts to love and compassion; open the eyes of our souls to see
our spiritual selves during our time of worship. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Jeremiah 31:7-9
This is what the LORD says: “Sing with joy for Jacob; shout for the foremost of the nations. Make your praises heard, and
say, ‘LORD, save your people, the remnant of Israel.’ See, I will bring them from the land of the north and gather them
from the ends of the earth. Among them will be the blind and the lame, expectant mothers and women in labor; a great
throng will return. They will come with weeping; they will pray as I bring them back. I will lead them beside streams of
water on a level path where they will not stumble, because I am Israel’s father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: Hebrews 7:23-28
Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; but because Jesus
lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through
him, because he always lives to intercede for them. Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless,
pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for
all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests men in all their weakness; but the oath, which came after
the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter ten.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man,
Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but
he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called to the
blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to
Jesus. “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” “Go,” said
Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Amazing Grace; My Chains Are Gone”
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MESSAGE: “Following Jesus into Clearer Vision” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “Sun of My Soul, O Savior Dear” – Blue Hymnal #488 (st. 1, 2, 5, 6)
Sun of my soul, O Savior dear, It is not night if you are near.
Oh, may no earth-born cloud arise To hide you from your servant’s eyes.
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When the soft dews of kindly sleep My wearied eye-lids gently steep,
Be my last thought how, safe from harm, I rest within my Savior’s arm.
Watch by the sick; enrich the poor With blessings from your boundless store;
Be ev’ry mourner’s sleep tonight, Like infant’s slumbers, pure and light.
Come near and bless us when we wake, As through the world our way we take,
Till in the ocean of your love We lose ourselves in heav’n above.
(“Sun of My Soul, O Savior Dear”, setting copyright 1982 Concordia Publishing House, used with permission, Lutheran Service Book
Hymn License #100014518.)

+ + +
Lay Minister: Jim Geslin
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