THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, October 16, 2021 – 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, October 17, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to visitors, we extend
it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
We ask that all guests sign a yellow attendance card located in the pew rack, and then please hand the card
to the pastor as you leave the worship service.
Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals and orders of service are available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, please write it out on one of the green prayer cards located in the pew rack,
and then submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the service begins. Other prayer requests can be
made by calling the church office at 763-788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see and participate during
the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in the back of the worship area and bathrooms
with changing tables (including back-up supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two
right turns as you pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive internet signal, etc.). These
items interfere with our sound system.

+ CONNECT +
OPENING MEDLEY:
“This Is the Day”
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“With the Lord Begin Your Task” – Blue Hymnal #483
With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it.
For his aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it.
Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, And when day is ended,
In his name then close your eyes; Be to him commended.
Let each day begin with prayer, Praise, and adoration.
On the Lord cast ev’ry care; he is your salvation.
Morning, evening, and at night Jesus will be near you
Save you from the tempter’s might, With his presence cheer you.
With your Savior at your side, Foes need not alarm you;
In his promises confide, And no ill can harm you.
All your trust and hope repose In the mighty master,
Who in wisdom truly knows How to stem disaster.
If your task be thus begun With the Savior’s blessing,
Safely then your course will run, Toward the promise pressing.
Good will follow ev’rywhere While you here must wander;
You at last the joy will share In the mansions yonder.
(“With the Lord Begin Your Task”, setting copyright 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, used with permission, Lutheran Service Book
Hymn License #100014518.)

INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING VERSES:
L:
It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
C:
To declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night, to the
music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre.
L:
C:

For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work;
At the works of your hands, I sing for joy.

L:
I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches.
C:
I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways.
ALL: I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word.
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RESPONSE: “Be Thou My Vision”

L:
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.
C:
My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad.
ALL: I sought the LORD, and He answered me and delivered me from all my fears.
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word this day, to call upon Him in prayer and praise, let
us consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
our thinking, speaking, and doing, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
C:
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
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SONG OF PRAISE: “You Are My All In All”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, it is through your shed blood on the cross that we receive your grace
through faith and eternal life. Draw us to your word. Mold our will to your will. Make us
your blessing in the corners of this world in which you have given us influence. We ask
this in your holy name. Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ecclesiastes 5:10-20
Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income. This too is
meaningless. As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And what benefit are they to the owners except to
feast their eyes on them? The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether they eat little or much, but as for the rich, their
abundance permits them no sleep. I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners,
or wealth lost through some misfortune, so that when they have children there is nothing left for them to inherit. Everyone
comes naked from their mother’s womb, and as everyone comes, so they depart. They take nothing from their toil that
they can carry in their hands. This too is a grievous evil: As everyone comes, so they depart, and what do they gain,
since they toil for the wind? All their days they eat in darkness, with great frustration, affliction and anger. This is what I
have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person to eat, to drink and to find satisfaction in their toilsome
labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given them—for this is their lot. Moreover, when God gives
someone wealth and possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—this is a gift
of God. They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps them occupied with gladness of heart.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: Hebrews 4:1-13
Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to have fallen
short of it. For we also have had the good news proclaimed to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no
value to them, because they did not share the faith of those who obeyed. Now we who have believed enter that rest, just
as God has said, “So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’” And yet his works have been
finished since the creation of the world. For somewhere he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: “On the
seventh day God rested from all his works.” And again in the passage above he says, “They shall never enter my
rest.” Therefore since it still remains for some to enter that rest, and since those who formerly had the good news
proclaimed to them did not go in because of their disobedience, God again set a certain day, calling it “Today.” This he did
when a long time later he spoke through David, as in the passage already quoted: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not
harden your hearts.” For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another day. There
remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from their works, just as
God did from his. Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will perish by following their
example of disobedience. For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation
is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter eighteen.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
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And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me
good? No one is good except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not
steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.’” And he said, “All these I have kept from my youth.” When
Jesus heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” But when he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was
extremely rich. Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the
kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom
of God.” Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” But he said, “What is impossible with man is possible with
God.” And Peter said, “See, we have left our homes and followed you.” And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there is
no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not
receive many times more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY MEDLEY: “More Precious Than Silver” & “Beautiful Savior”

Beautiful Savior, King of creation Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love thee, Truly I’d serve thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.
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Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer Than all the angels in the sky.
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration Now and forevermore be thine!
(Repeat “More Precious…”)
MESSAGE – Pastor Keith Brutlag
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
10:00 a.m. only GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “Savior, Again to Your Dear Name We Raise” – Blue Hymnal #221
Savior, again to your dear name we raise
With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless you ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly bending, wait your word of peace.
Grant us your peace upon our homeward way;
With you began, with you shall end the day;
Guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon your name.
Grant us your peace, Lord, through the coming night;
For us transform its darkness into light.
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Keep us from harm and danger till the dawn;
Your evening presence promise to your own.
Grant us your peace through-out our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;
Then, when your voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to your eternal peace.
+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
5:30 p.m. Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
10:00 a.m. –
Lay Minister: Louise Roberts
Ushers: Neaderhiser Team
Power Point: Aidan Neaderhiser
Acolyte: Josh Neaderhiser
Lector: Andrew Wagner
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