THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, October 9, 2021 – 5:30 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING PRAISE: Psalm 90
L:
Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.
C:
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting
to everlasting you are God.
“Our God, Our Help In Ages Past” – Blue Hymnal #180 (st. 1-3)
Our God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home:
Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is your arm alone, And our defense is sure.
Before the hills in order stood Or earth received its frame
From everlasting you are God, To endless years the same.
L:
C:

Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
Relent, LORD! How long will it be? Have compassion on your servants.

L:

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our
days.
Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, for as many years as we have
seen trouble.

C:

“Beautiful Savior”
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L:
C:

May your deeds be shown to your servants, your splendor to their children.
May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our hands for us—
yes, establish the work of our hands.

L:
C:

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting
to everlasting you are God.

“Our God, Our Help In Ages Past” (st. 4-6)
A thousand ages in your sight Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun.
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten, as a dream, dies at the op’ning day.
Our God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Still be our guard while troubles last And our eternal home!
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, we long to rest in the arms of the Living God. We need your compassion
as we face the challenges and disappointments of life. When our hearts are hard, and
our concern is only for ourselves, turn us back to you. When we don’t like the answers
or situations you give is, strengthen our hearts. Remind us of your saving love and
keep us close to you, Lord. Love us as only you can love, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

GREETING TIME
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
Seek the LORD and live, or he will sweep through the tribes of Joseph like a fire; it will devour them, and Bethel will have
no one to quench it. There are those who turn justice into bitterness and cast righteousness to the ground….There are
those who hate the one who upholds justice in court and detest the one who tells the truth. You levy a straw tax on the
poor and impose a tax on their grain. Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, you will not live in them;
though you have planted lush vineyards, you will not drink their wine. For I know how many are your offenses and how
great your sins. There are those who oppress the innocent and take bribes and deprive the poor of justice in the courts.
Therefore the prudent keep quiet in such times, for the times are evil. Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then
the LORD God Almighty will be with you, just as you say he is. Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts.
Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy on the remnant of Joseph.
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L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: Hebrews 3:12-19
See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But
encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s
deceitfulness. We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end. As has
just been said: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion.” Who were they who
heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it
not with those who sinned, whose bodies perished in the wilderness? And to whom did God swear that they would never
enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed? So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter ten.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
L:
C:

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him.
“Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

L:

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. You know
the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal,
you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’”
“Teacher, all these I have kept since I was a boy.”

C:
L:

Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” At
this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “All for Christ I Have Forsaken”
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MESSAGE: “Following Jesus When You Don’t Like the Answer” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
As God prepares us to receive the Lord’s Supper, let’s come before Him confessing that we
truly need the forgiveness He offers.
C:
Lord, we look for you in the wrong places. We put our trust in material things. We worry
about things we cannot change. We wonder if you are even there at all. For all the times
we have doubted you, Lord, forgive us. For all the ways we have neglected your word
and ignored your people, forgive us. Do not be far from us, Lord. There is no one else
we can turn to for help. Renew our fickle hearts and help us put our trust in you. In the
power of Jesus’ name, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
5

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “Lift High the Cross” – Blue Hymnal #311
REFRAIN: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
‘Till all the world adore his sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. REFRAIN:
Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine, REFRAIN:
All newborn soldiers of the crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of him who died. REFRAIN:
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
Raise us, and let your cross the magnet be. REFRAIN:
So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! REFRAIN:
(“Lift High the Cross”, text, tune and setting copyright by Hymns Ancient and Modern, Ltd., used with permission Lutheran Service Book
Hymn License #100014518)

+ + +
Lay Minister: Larry Betzold
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