MIDWEEK ADVENT: “ReBoot Christmas”
December 2, 2020 – 6:00 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
ReBoot Christmas Worship
OPENING MEDLEY:
“As With Gladness Men of Old”
As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore be led by thee.
As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to they lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet Ever seek thy mercy seat.
Holy Jesus, ev’ry day Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds thy glory hide.
“Again and Again”

1

2

INVOCATION:
L:
From the start, Christmas has been about worship. It started with the
heavenly host filling the Bethlehem sky with glory and then singing of the
glory and peace that the first Christmas was bringing into the world. It
continued with the shepherds and later the Magi. Now we have become
part of that Christmas worship. We have cantatas and children’s
Christmas programs, candlelight services and lessons and carols. We go
all out on Christmas worship. Christmas 2020, like so much else in 2020,
will no doubt be different. We can see this as a reason to worship less or
an opportunity to worship more. Let’s aim for more as our Advent worship
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C:

begins the way our lives in Christ begin, in the Name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: “Light the Candle of Love Today”

LITANY:
L:
We have lit the candle of love. Let’s take a moment and recognize that we
worship what we love. The Magi’s journey was a journey of love.
C:
“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked,
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‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his
star when it rose and have come to worship him.’”
L:

C:

The same event which moved the Magi to worship and love, caused
Herod a great disturbance. He loved his throne, his power. And he
worshipped what he loved.
“When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem
with him… When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the
Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in
Bethlehem.”

C:

Life with Jesus is a life of love. “One of the teachers of the law came and
asked Jesus, ‘Of all the commandments, which is the most important?’
Jesus answered,
“The most important one is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no
commandment greater than these.’”

L:

Life with Jesus is a life of love.

L:

VERSE:
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, Let praise and hymns and worship swell.
From we who isolation know Let worship never cease to flow.
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
In worship, we discover that God is a Holy God who, while He loves us
perfectly and unconditionally, cannot tolerate sin. Let’s confess our sin and
our need for forgiveness.
C:
Gracious God, we are guilty of worshipping what we love. We put
more effort and energy into the earthly things we love, while our
worship of you grows shallow and our love for you grows weak.
Forgive us, Lord, and refresh our hearts. Let your grace renew in us
a desire to love and worship you with all that we have. In the name of
Jesus, Amen.
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FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
RESPONSE:
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Psalm 96:1-13
Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works
among all the peoples! For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above
all gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens.
Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. Ascribe to the
Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength! Ascribe to the Lord the
glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts! Worship the Lord in the splendor
of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth! Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns! Yes, the
world is established; it shall never be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.” Let the
heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult,
and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord, for he
comes, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples
in his faithfulness.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: 1 John 4:7-18
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God
and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the
love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the
world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So
we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we
may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world.
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not been perfected in love.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 1
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has
looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy
is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he
has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their
thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the
rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as
he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Love Has Come”
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MESSAGE 1: Rhonda Robot
VERSE:
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, Let praise and hymns and worship swell.
From we who isolation know Let worship never cease to flow.
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
MESSAGE 2: Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION

8

CLOSING HYMN: “Blest Be the God of Israel”

(“Blessed Be the God of Israel”, text by Carl Daw, copyright 1989 Hope Publishing Company, music arr. by
R. V. Williams, copyright Oxford University Press, OneLicense.Net #A-704112)

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
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