THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
A Month of Being
Saturday, November 7, 2020 – 5:30 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
SALUTE TO OUR VETERANS: “America, the Beautiful” – Mark Hayes
RINGING OF THE BELL
MEDITATION ON THE INVOCATION
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
MEDITATION ON CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Amos 5:18-24
Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD! Why do you long for the day of the LORD? That day will be darkness, not
light. It will be as though a man fled from a lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered his house and rested his hand
on the wall only to have a snake bite him. Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light— pitch-dark, without a ray of
brightness? “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. Even though you bring me
burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no
regard for them. Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. But let justice roll on like a
river, righteousness like a never-failing stream! ”

SONG OF CONFESSION: “Change My Heart, O God”
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CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Too often, Lord, we go through the motions without letting our hearts be engaged.
C:
We pick and choose from among some godly things without giving ourselves fully to
you and your will. And as a result we don’t love you with all of our heart and we don’t
love our neighbors as we love ourselves. So have mercy on us, Lord, for Jesus’ sake.
Forgive us, renew us and refresh us with your grace so that justice and righteousness
flow through us. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
MEDITATION ON THE KYRIE
KYRIE:
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SONG OF PRAISE: “The Strong Name of Jesus”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Make us ready, Lord, for all that you have in your will for us. Prepare us to serve you
this week by serving the people you love. Make us alert to your activity around us so
that we may join you in what you are doing. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

BAPTISM OF HUDSON AUGUST QUALY
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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EPISTLE LESSON: I Thessalonians 4:13-18
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like
the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive,
who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will
come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these
words.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 25.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five
of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise
ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became
drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ Then all the virgins
woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for
yourselves.’ But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in
with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the
door for us!’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day
or the hour.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed”
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MESSAGE: “Being Refreshed” – Pastor Bill Hugo
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less”
My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
REFRAIN:

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand:
All other ground is sinking sand.
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil. REFRAIN:
His oath, his covenant, and blood Support me in the raging flood;
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. REFRAIN:
When he shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone, Redeemed to stand before the throne! REFRAIN:
+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
Altar Guild: Pat & Duane Rosenberg
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