THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
& ANNUAL KICK-OFF SERVICE
Sunday, September 13, 2020 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to St. Matthew’s parking lot worship service! We’re glad you’re here. We are kicking off
a new discipleship year today with the theme, “Reboot: Reset, Refresh, Renew.” We are a new
people. Thanks to Jesus’ victory over death, we are reset, refreshed, renewed and live in resurrection
every day. Paul, writing to the Romans, says, “be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” And
Isaiah, prophesying many years before voiced this message from God: “See, I am doing a new
thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness…” God has
been doing a new thing in this wilderness of COVID-19 and the injustice and unrest that has been so
much a part of 2020. We look forward to God continuing to do new things as He reboots His church.
Prayer before Worship: O God of Newness, do your new things again in us today. Renew our minds
and call us to join you in making a way through this wilderness. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
+ CONNECT +
WELCOME
INVOCATION:
P:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
SKIT: “Whose Side is God on Anyway?”
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 43:1-7, 16-19
L:
But now, this is what the LORD says—he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
C:
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the
rivers, they will not sweep over you.
L:
When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.
ALL: For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead.
L:
C:

L:
C:

Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you, I will give people in
exchange for you, nations in exchange for your life.
Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and
gather you from the west.
I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’
Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth—everyone who is
called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”…..
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L:

C:

This is what the LORD says—he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty
waters, who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they
lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:
“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.

L:
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
ALL: I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”
OPENING MEDLEY:
“Way Maker”
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“This Kingdom”
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“Way Maker” (repeat back to p. 4, “Way maker, miracle worker…”)
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
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SONG OF PRAISE: “Shout to the North”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Oh Wilderness Way Maker, O God of New Beginnings, Show us your love and power
today. Transform us by renewing our minds in Christ and leading us into your will. Call
us to join you in making a new way through this wilderness in which we live. In the
name of Jesus, Amen.
+ NURTURE +

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “Rhonda”
EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 12:1-8
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect
will. For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather
think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. For just as each of
us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though
many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to
each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is
teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it
diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 3:1-3, 13-17
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.” This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”…..Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to
be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” Jesus
replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. As soon as Jesus
was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!
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SONG OF THE DAY: “God Will Make a Way”
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MESSAGE: “Reboot: Reset, Refresh, Renew” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “All the Power You Need”
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Ministers: Louise Roberts & Lisa Neaderhiser
Ushers: Nelson Team
Skit: Faustina Allen, Mary Nehring, Ben Hugo
Altar Guild: Neaderhiser Family
Acolyte: Aubree Allen
Lector: Andrew Wagner
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