THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
& ANNUAL KICK-OFF SERVICE

Sunday, September 13, 20207 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421

Wel come to St. Matthewb6s pa&elbireggl ad wowudhiep heerr
a new discipleship year today with the theme, AR
people. Thanks to Jesusd6 victory over death, we
everyday. Paulb,wr i ting to the Romans, says, Abe transfor
| sai ah, prophesying many year s bB8eedamedoig@anesved t hi
thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? | am making away inthewi | der ness éo Gc

been doing a new thing in this wilderness of COVID-19 and the injustice and unrest that has been so
much a part of 2020. We look forward to God continuing to do new things as He reboots His church.

Prayer before Worship: O God of Newness, do your new things again in us today. Renew our minds
and call us to join you in making a way through this wilderness. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

+ CONNECT +
WELCOME
INVOCATION:
P: Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

SKIT:. AWhose Side is dGod on Anyway?

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 43:1-7, 16-19

L: But now, this is what the LORD saysd he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel:
A Do fean for | have redeemed you; | have summoned you by name; you are mine.

C: When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and when you pass through the
rivers, they will not sweep over you.

L: When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.
ALL: For lam the LorD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; | give Egypt for your
ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead.

L: Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because | love you, | will give people in
exchange for you, nations in exchange for your life.
C: Do not be afraid, for | am with you; I will bring your children from the east and

gather you from the west.

L: I wi || say t o t heandtothetsbuth, 6dD®i weo tt theorh dugp'héem bac
C: Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earthd everyone who is
called by my name, whom | created for my glory, whom | f or med and made

1



L: This is what the LORD saysd he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty
waters, who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they
lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:

C: AForget t he fdomotewell onhhepasts ;

L: See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
ALL: lam making away in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.o
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(“Way Maker” by Osinachi Okoro, copyright 2016 Capitol CMG Paragon and Integrity
Music Europe, CCLI Lic. #921494.)
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