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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
& ANNUAL KICK-OFF SERVICE 

Sunday, September 13, 2020 ï 10:00 a.m. 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church 
4101 Washington Street NE 

Columbia Heights, MN  55421 

 
Welcome to St. Matthewôs parking lot worship service! Weôre glad youôre here. We are kicking off 
a new discipleship year today with the theme, ñReboot: Reset, Refresh, Renew.ò  We are a new 
people. Thanks to Jesusô victory over death, we are reset, refreshed, renewed and live in resurrection 
every day. Paul, writing to the Romans, says, ñbe transformed by the renewing of your mind.ò And 
Isaiah, prophesying many years before voiced this message from God: ñSee, I am doing a new 
thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wildernesséò  God has 
been doing a new thing in this wilderness of COVID-19 and the injustice and unrest that has been so 
much a part of 2020. We look forward to God continuing to do new things as He reboots His church. 
 
Prayer before Worship: O God of Newness, do your new things again in us today. Renew our minds 
and call us to join you in making a way through this wilderness. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

+ CONNECT + 
 

WELCOME 
 
INVOCATION: 
P: Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism:  In the name of the Father and 

of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
SKIT:  ñWhose Side is God on Anyway?ò 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Isaiah 43:1-7, 16-19 
L: But now, this is what the LORD saysðhe who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel:  

ñDo not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.   
C: When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the 

rivers, they will not sweep over you. 
 

L: When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.   
ALL: For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 

ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead.   
 
L: Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you, I will give people in 

exchange for you, nations in exchange for your life.   
C: Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and 

gather you from the west.   
 
L: I will say to the north, óGive them up!ô and to the south, óDo not hold them back.ô   
C: Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earthðeveryone who is 

called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.òé..  



 2 

  
L: This is what the LORD saysðhe who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty 

waters, who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they 
lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:   

C: ñForget the former things; do not dwell on the past.   
 
L: See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  
ALL: I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.ò 
 
OPENING MEDLEY: 
ñWay Makerò 
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ñThis Kingdomò 

 
 


