THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, July 18, 2020 – 5:30 p.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Welcome to worship at St. Matthew! To friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to visitors, we extend
it sincerely; and to those seeking a church home, we offer fellowship with a living Redeemer. Come again!
Assisted hearing devices and large print orders of service are available from the ushers.
If you have a prayer request, submit it to Pastor Hugo or the lay minister before the service begins. Other
prayer requests can be made by calling the church office at 763-788-9427.
Parents with small children are encouraged to sit near the front in order to better see and participate during
the service. If you desire other facilities, a cry room is located in the back of the worship area and bathrooms
with changing tables (including back-up supplies) and infant seats are located behind the worship area (two
right turns as you pass the double doors out of the worship area – just past the water fountain).
Thank you for turning off all electronic equipment (cell phones, items that receive internet signal, etc.). These
items interfere with our sound system.

+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Give ear, O Lord, to the prayers of Your people, and listen to their cry for mercy.
C:
You, O Lord, are a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love and faithfulness.
L:
C:

Let us confess our sins to our God of grace.
Lord, you have blessed me with time, energy, resources and abilities. And so often I
have used those in improper ways. My choices display my self-centeredness and my
sinfulness. I need forgiveness. For Jesus’ sake, forgive me, strengthen me, and realign
my will with yours. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

(Silence for a time of self-examination)
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
PSALM OF THE WEEK: Psalm 46
L:
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
C:
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the
heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their
surging.
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L:
C:

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most
High dwells.
God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day.

L:
C:

Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

RESPONSE: “Our Confidence Is In the Lord”
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L:
C:

Come and see what the LORD has done, the desolations he has brought on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth.

L:
C:

He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire.
He says, “Be still, and know that I am God;

L:
C:

I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”
The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

RESPONSE: “Be Still and Know”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, my strength is in you and my weakness is in me. Work in my heart, Lord,
to grow in strength and to put my weakness under your control. Then redirect my
energy, time, abilities and resources into those things that glorify you and bless other
people. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
+ NURTURE +

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 44:6-8
“This is what the LORD says— Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from
me there is no God. Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me what has happened
since I established my ancient people, and what is yet to come—yes, let them foretell what will come. Do not tremble, do
not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No,
there is no other Rock; I know not one.”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 8:18-27
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. For the creation
waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its
own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to
decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of
the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope
we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for what
we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what
we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches our
hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 13.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while
everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted
and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good
seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. The servants asked him, ‘Do
you want us to go and pull them up?’ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the
wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and
tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”….. Then he left the crowd and went
into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” He answered,
“The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of
the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end
of the age, and the harvesters are angels. As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the
age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all
who do evil. They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Come, You Thankful People, Come”
Come, you thankful people, come; Raise the song of harvest home.
All is safely gathered in Ere the winter storms begin.
God, our maker, does provide For our wants to be supplied.
Come to God’s own temple, come, Raise the song of harvest home.
All the world is God’s own field, Fruit unto his praise to yield,
Wheat and tares together sown, Unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade and then the ear, Then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we Wholesome grain and pure may be.
For the Lord our God shall come And shall take his harvest home,
From his field shall in that day All offenses purge away,
Give his angels charge at last In the fire the tares to cast
But the fruitful ears to store In his garner evermore.
Even so, Lord, quickly come To your final harvest home.
Gather all your people in, Free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified, In your garner to abide.
Come, with all your angels, come, Raise the glorious harvest home.
MESSAGE: “Where Do I Put My Energy?” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “How Firm a Foundation”
How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?
Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
When through fiery trials your pathway will lie,
My grace, all sufficient, will be your supply.
The flames will not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.
Throughout all their lifetime my people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in my bosom be borne.
(Setting copyright 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. LSB Hymn Lic. #100014518)

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Bob Nehring
Altar Guild: Jim Geslin
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