THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
CELEBRATION OF NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE
July 5, 2020 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
OPENING MEDLEY:
“The Star Spangled Banner”
Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming
Whose broad stripes and bright stars Through the perilous fight
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
Oh, say does that star spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
“God of Our Fathers”
God of our fathers, whose almighty hand
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band
Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies:
Our grateful songs before your throne arise.
Your love divine has led us in the past;
In this free land by you our lot is cast;
Oh, be our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay;
Your Word our Law, your paths our chosen way.
From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence,
Make your strong arm our ever sure defense.
Your true religion in our hearts increase;
Your bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.
Refresh your people on their toilsome way;
Lead us from night to never-ending day;
Fill all our lives with heav’n-born love and grace
Until at last we meet before your face.
“God Bless Our Native Land”
God bless our native land; Firm may it ever stand
Through storm and night.
When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave,
Do thou our country save By thy great might.
So shall our prayers arise To God above the skies,
On whom we wait.
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Thou who art ever nigh, Guarding with watchful eye,
To thee aloud we cry: God save the state!
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
PSALM OF THE WEEK: Psalm 145
L:
I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever.
C:
Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever.
L:
C:

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
His greatness no one can fathom.

L:
C:

One generation commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty acts.
They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty—and I will meditate on your
wonderful works.

L:
C:

They tell of the power of your awesome works—and I will proclaim your great deeds.
They celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

RESPONSE: “Great Is the Lord”
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L:
C:

The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.
The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.

L:
C:

All your works praise you, LORD; your faithful people extol you.
They tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might, so that all people may
know of your mighty acts and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

L:

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations.
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C:

The LORD is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does.

L:
C:

The LORD upholds all who fall
And lifts up all who are bowed down.

L:
C:

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time.
You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.

L:
C:

The LORD is righteous in all his ways and faithful in all he does.
The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

L:
He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them.
C:
The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.
ALL: My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name for
ever and ever!
RESPONSE: “Lift Him Up”
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CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
God has blessed us so generously. We are living in America in the twenty-first century. But,
just like our national and spiritual forbearers, we have not thought, spoken, or acted in
thankfulness and praise. Let us therefore confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father.
C:
Gracious God, we confess that we are sinful by nature and that we have ignored Your
many blessings in this land of promise. We have taken our lot in life as a deserved
benefit and let our pride cover our faults and failings. We have been content to receive
the freedom and prosperity of this land without giving You thanks and praise. We have
failed to welcome others to these shores of freedom, to share Your bounty with those
less fortunate than ourselves. We have preferred putting our own comfort before our
brothers’ urgent needs. We have let the morality of the society around us speak louder
than Your Word and will for us. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake. Turn our hearts to Your will
and our eyes to Your eternal promises. Open doors of opportunity in which we may
reflect Your truth, mercy, and love in our sojourn until we enter the eternal Promised
Land.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED

SONG OF PRAISE: “Almighty”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, you have brought the ends of the earth to the place where we live. Fill
us with a spirit of welcome and compassion. Fill us with a desire to restore what sin has
broken. As you ease our yokes and burden, let us be used by you to ease the burdens
of others. In the name of Jesus. Amen.
+ NURTURE +

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Brenda Hugo
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Zechariah 9:9-12
Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the warhorses from
Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit. Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope; even now I announce that I
will restore twice as much to you.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 7:14-25a
We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. I do not understand what I do. For what I
want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. As it is, it is
no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil
I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living
in me that does it. So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner
being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a
prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject
to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 11.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the
wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. All things
have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Come Unto Me, You Weary” – Blue Hymnal #345
“Come unto me, ye weary, And I will give you rest.”
O blessed voice of Jesus, Which comes to hearts opprest!
It tells of benediction, Of pardon, grace, and peace,
Of joy that has no ending, Of love that cannot cease.
“Come unto me, ye wand’ers, And I will give you light.”
O loving voice of Jesus, Which comes to cheer the night!
Our hearts were filled with sadness, And we had lost our way;
But thou hast brought us gladness And songs at break of day.
“Come unto me, ye fainting, And I will give you life.”
O cheering voice of Jesus, Which comes to aid our strife!
The foe is stern and eager, The fight is fierce and long;
But thou hast made us mighty And stronger than the strong.
“And whosoever cometh, I will not cast him out,”
O patient love of Jesus, Which drives away our doubt,
Which, though we be unworthy Of love so great and free,
Invites us very sinners To come, dear Lord, to thee!
(Setting copyright 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. LSB Hymn Lic. #100014518)

MESSAGE: “The Easy Part of Discipleship” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
SENDING OF KARYN NABER
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “America, the Beautiful”
O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties Above the fruited plain!
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea!
O beautiful for pilgrim feet, Whose stern, impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat Across the wilderness!
America! America! God mend thine ev’ry flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control, Thy liberty in law!
O beautiful for heroes proved In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country loved, And mercy more than life!
America! America! May God thy gold refine,
Till all success be nobleness, And ev’ry grace divine!
O beautiful for patriot dream That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam, Undimmed by human tears!
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea!
+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Andrew Wagner
Altar Guild: Jim Geslin
Trumpeters: Will Hugo and Andrew Wagner
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