THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 28, 2020 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
PRELUDE: “From All that Dwell Below the Skies” – Vaclav Nelhybel
Instrumental Quartet
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN: “From All that Dwell Below the Skies” – Blue Hymnal #440
From all that dwell below the skies Let the creator’s praise arise;
Alleluia, alleluia! Let the redeemer’s name be sung.
Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue.
REFRAIN:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Eternal are your mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends your Word;
Alleluia, alleluia! Your praise shall sound from shore to shore
Till suns shall rise and set no more. REFRAIN:
All praise to God the Father be, All praise, eternal Son, to thee;
Alleluia, alleluia! Whom with the Spirit we adore
Forever and forever more: REFRAIN:
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
PSALM OF THE WEEK: Psalm 139 (Part 1)
L:
You have searched me, LORD, and you know me.
C:

You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.

L:
C:

You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely.

L:
You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me.
ALL: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.
L:
C:

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?
If I go up to the heavens, you are there if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.

L:

If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,
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C:

Even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.

L:
C:

If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,”
Even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness
is as light to you.

L:
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
ALL: I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I
know that full well.
L:

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven
together in the depths of the earth.
C:
Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your
book before one of them came to be.
ALL: How precious to me are your thoughts, God! How vast is the sum of them!
L:
Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand—
ALL: When I awake, I am still with you!
RESPONSE: “Christ Above Me”
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PSALM 139 (part 2) & CONFESSION OF SINS:
L:
If only you, God, would slay the wicked! Away from me, you who are bloodthirsty!
C:
They speak of you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse your name.
L:
C:

Do I not hate those who hate you, LORD, and abhor those who are in rebellion against you?
I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my enemies.

L:
Search me, God, and know my heart;
C:
Test me and know my anxious thoughts.
ALL: See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
L:

Patient Lord, we want to extend the hand of welcome and friendship to all whom we meet, but
you know that sometimes we shy away from reaching out. We make judgments about others
based on their appearance and other surface factors, and we neglect your mandate to be a
welcoming presence. That lack of welcome extends further when we see needs that must be
addressed and choose to turn our backs. We turn away from the pain and suffering, protecting
our own lives. Yet you remind us that as we welcome others, so we are also welcoming you.
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Forgive us, heal us and give us strength and courage to be welcoming others in your name
always, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “Your Love”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
Lord of hope, when the dark clouds assail, you ask us to bear the light of your love and
truth. When fears seem to immobilize us, you give us courage and strength to bear your
witness in welcoming ways. We thank you for your call to us. We praise you for your
sustaining love for us. We honor you with our lives and our service to you; for it is in
Christ’s name, we offer this prayer, Amen.
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+ NURTURE +
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Brenda Hugo
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Jeremiah 28:5-9
Then the prophet Jeremiah replied to the prophet Hananiah before the priests and all the people who were standing in the
house of the LORD. He said, “Amen! May the LORD do so! May the LORD fulfill the words you have prophesied by bringing
the articles of the LORD’s house and all the exiles back to this place from Babylon. Nevertheless, listen to what I have to
say in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people: From early times the prophets who preceded you and me have
prophesied war, disaster and plague against many countries and great kingdoms. But the prophet who prophesies peace
will be recognized as one truly sent by the LORD only if his prediction comes true.”

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 7:1-13
Do you not know, brothers and sisters—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law has authority over
someone only as long as that person lives? For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he
is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law that binds her to him. So then, if she has sexual relations
with another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from
that law and is not an adulteress if she marries another man. So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the
law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we
might bear fruit for God. For when we were in the realm of the flesh, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work
in us, so that we bore fruit for death. But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so
that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code. What shall we say, then? Is the law
sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have
known what coveting really was if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by
the commandment, produced in me every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was dead. Once I was alive apart
from the law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. I found that the very commandment that
was intended to bring life actually brought death. For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived
me, and through the commandment put me to death. So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous
and good. Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might be
recognized as sin, it used what is good to bring about my death, so that through the commandment sin might become
utterly sinful.

L:
The Word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God!
HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter ten.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have
come to turn “‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— a
man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. Whoever does not take up their
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will
find it. Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent
me. Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous
person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to
one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Brothers and Sisters in Christ”
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MESSAGE: “A Warm Welcome” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: “O God, Beyond All Praising”
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Faustina Allen
Instrumental Quartet:
Will Hugo, trumpet
Andrew Wagner, trumpet
Karyn Naber, tenor saxophone
Ted Landwehr, trombone
Altar Guild: Carol Sylwester
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