THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 21, 2020 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING HYMN:
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” – Blue Hymnal #444 (st. 1-2)
Praise to the Lord, The Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, For he is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear Now to his temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration!
Praise to the Lord, Who o’er all things is wondrously reigning
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen All that is needful has been
Sent by his gracious ordaining?
PSALM OF THE WEEK: Psalm 91
L:
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
C:
I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”
L:
C:

Surely he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence.
He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his
faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.

L:
C:

You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day,
Nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday.

L:
C:

A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you.
You will only observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked.

L:
C:

If you say, “The LORD is my refuge,” and you make the Most High your dwelling,
No harm will overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent.

L:
C:

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways;
They will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.

L:
C:

You will tread on the lion and the cobra;
You will trample the great lion and the serpent.

“On Eagles’ Wings”
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L:
C:

“Because he loves me,” says the LORD, “I will rescue him;
I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.

L:
C:

He will call on me, and I will answer him;
I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him.

ALL: With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.”
RESPONSE: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” – Blue Hymnal #444 (st. 3-4)
Praise to the Lord, Who will prosper your work and defend you;
Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew What the Almighty can do
As with his love he befriends you.
Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, Come now with praises before him!
Let the amen Sound from his people again.
Gladly forever adore him!
CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
P:
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C:
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P:

C:

Let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God that we have sinned in thought,
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace
for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
P:
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
SONG OF PRAISE: “You Chose the Cross”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.

L:
C:

Let us pray.
Thank you, Lord God, that as we have been baptized into Christ’s death, we have also
been raised with him to live a new life, called to bring your gift of repentance and faith
to the world where you have placed us. Infuse us with your compassion, and empower
us with your authority for this work of service. For you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
+ NURTURE +

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Brenda Hugo
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Jeremiah 20:7-13
You deceived me, LORD, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed. I am ridiculed all day long; everyone
mocks me. Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So the word of the LORD has brought me
insult and reproach all day long. But if I say, “I will not mention his word or speak anymore in his name,” his word is in my
heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot. I hear many whispering,
“Terror on every side! Denounce him! Let’s denounce him!” All my friends are waiting for me to slip, saying, “Perhaps he
will be deceived; then we will prevail over him and take our revenge on him.” But the LORD is with me like a mighty
warrior; so my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; their dishonor will
never be forgotten. LORD Almighty, you who examine the righteous and probe the heart and mind, let me see your
vengeance on them, for to you I have committed my cause. Sing to the LORD! Give praise to the LORD! He rescues the
life of the needy from the hands of the wicked.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “You Are Mighty”
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EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 6:12-23
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of yourself to sin
as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life;
and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because
you are not under the law, but under grace. What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under
grace? By no means! Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of
the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to
righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart
the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to
righteousness. I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer
yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to
righteousness leading to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. What
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benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! But now that you
have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is
eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter ten.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is
near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give…Behold,
I am sending you out like sheep among wolves; therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. But beware
of men; for they will hand you over to their councils and flog you in their synagogues. On My account, you will be brought
before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But when they hand you over, do not worry about
how to respond or what to say. In that hour you will be given what to say. For it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of
your Father speaking through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rise against their
parents and have them put to death. You will be hated by everyone because of My name, but the one who perseveres to
the end will be saved.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Christ, Be Our Light”

8

MESSAGE – Pastor Keith Brutlag
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
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sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION

CLOSING SONG: “Now Unto Him Who is Able”
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+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Lisa Neaderhiser; Altar Guild: Carol Sylwester
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