THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 14, 2020 – 10:00 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
+ CONNECT +
INVOCATION:
L:
Our worship begins the way our lives in Christ begin in baptism: In the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
OPENING PRAISE: Psalm 100
L:
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
C:
Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.
“Shout to the Lord”
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L:
C:

Know that the LORD is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

L:
C:

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
Give thanks to him and praise his name.

“You Make Me Lie Down In Green Pastures”
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L:
C:

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;
His faithfulness continues through all generations.

“For the Lord Is Good”
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CONFESSION OF OUR SINS:
L:
Let us confess our sins to God, our merciful Father.
C:
O Lord, we are surrounded by so many opportunities right now. In the midst of
coronavirus and injustice and violence, we have countless opportunities to be the
Church, to be known by love, to live by faith, to be a voice of hope. And yet we have
turned inward. We have been inactive and silent. Forgive us, Lord. Have mercy on us
for Jesus’ sake and lead us into loving obedience. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
FORGIVENESS IS ANNOUNCED
SONG OF PRAISE: “Freely, Freely”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
C:

Let us pray.
We hear you telling us today, Father, that we are your treasured possession. We see
you demonstrate your love for us in the sacrifice of Jesus. We hear you send the twelve
disciples out to do the very work Jesus is doing. Empower us today to join you in what
you are doing in our community. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
+ NURTURE +

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Brenda Hugo
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 19:2-8
After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the
mountain. Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to
say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to
Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my
covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” So Moses went back and
summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. The
people all responded together, “We will do everything the LORD has said.” So Moses brought their answer back to
the LORD.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “Treasured Possession”
Music Team
EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 5:6-15
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for
us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more
shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through
the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but
we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. Therefore, just
as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all
sinned—To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not charged against anyone’s account where
there is no law. Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin
by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come. But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the
many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one
man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: “I Will Glory in the Cross”
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HOLY GOSPEL:
L:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapters nine and ten.
C:
Glory to You, O Lord!
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom
and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” Jesus called his twelve
disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. These are
the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and
his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and
Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent out with the following
instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As
you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who
have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.”

L:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY: “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling” – Blue hymnal #318
Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, “Who will go and work today?
Fields are white and harvests waiting, Who will bear the sheaves away?”
Loud and long the master calls you; Rich reward he offers free.
Who will answer, gladly saying, “Here am I. Send me, send me”?
If you cannot speak like angels, If you cannot preach like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus; You can say he died for all.
If you cannot rouse the wicked With the judgment’s dread alarms,
You can lead the little children To the Savior’s waiting arms.
If you cannot be a watchman, Standing high on Zion’s wall,
Pointing out the path to heaven, Off’ring life and peace to all,
With your prayers and with your bounties You can do what God demands;
You can be like faithful Aaron, Holding up the prophet’s hands.
If Isaiah’s fear assails you, If unclean and ruined you feel
Do not flee from God almighty, He is strong to save and heal.
With His off’ring from the altar, He has burned your guilt away
Though your strength be ever-failing, He is faithful every day.
(This verse copyright Dave Horn, davehorn@email.com, 320-864-2020, www.burningbushleague.com, used with permission of the
author)
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Let none hear you idly saying, “There is nothing I can do,”
While the multitudes are dying And the master calls for you,
Take the task he gives you gladly; Let his work your pleasure be.
Answer quickly when he calls you, “Here am I. Send me, send me!”
MESSAGE: “It’s a Great Time to be the Church” – Pastor Bill Hugo
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

+ EMPOWER +
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(Prayer response – P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.)
P:
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “Whom Shall I Fear?”

10

11

12

+ + +
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Lay Minister: Karyn Naber
Altar Guild: Carol Sylwester
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